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Society's  Appeal  Dismissed 

LORDS  UNANIMOUS  IN  "DICKSON"  CASE 

ALL  five  members  of  the  appellate  committee  of  the  House  of  Lords 
agreed  in  dismissing  with  costs  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  the  case  Dickson  v.  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society  of  Great  Britain. 


Details  of  the  judgment,  which  was 
given  on  May  28  (press  day  for  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist)  will  be  given 
next  week. 

Decimal  Currency  Guides 

TABLES  OF  EQUIVALENTS 

A  BOOKLET  "Decimal  Currency: 
Three  Years  To  Go:  Facts  and  Fore- 
casts" (H.M.  Stationery  Office,  book- 
shops, one  shilling)  suggests  steps 
needed  to  prepare  for  the  switch  and 
forecasts  some  of  the  problems  that 
may  arise.  The  booklet  explains  what 
will  happen  on  D  (Decimal)  Day, 
February  15,  1971,  when  the  banks,  the 
Post  Office  and  most  Government 
Departments  and  many  shops  and 
offices  will  switch  to  decimal  cur- 
rency. The  change-over  period  is 
explained  during  which  shops  and 
offices  gradually  change  to  decimals  as 
their  essential  machines  are  converted 
or  replaced.  The  Decimal  Currency 
Board,  which  prepared  the  booklet,  says 
"it  is  in  everyone's  interest  to  make  the 
change-over  period  much  shorter  than 
the  two  years  forecast.  During  the 
change-over  period,  it  is  explained, 
although  two  currency  systems  will  be 
in  use  together,  most  notes  and  coins 
will  be  common  to  both  systems  and  it 
will  only  be  below  sixpence  that  old 
and  new  coins  will  not  have  an  exact 
equivalent.  An  important  requirement 
will  be  agreed  official  conversion  tables 


giving  recognised  equivalents  of  every 
£  s.  d.  amount.  The  following  table 
will  probably  be  used  to  convert 
amounts  where  the  decimal  new  half- 
penny (the  lowest  value  coin  in  the 
new  system  equivalent  to  1"2  of  our 
present  pennies)  is  included: 

Rounded 

£.s.d.  Decimal  up  or  down 

Id.  ip.  +0-2d. 

2d.  lp  +0-4d. 

3d.  lp.  -0-6d. 

4d.  Hp.  -0-4d. 

5d.  2p.  -0-2d. 

6d.  2ip.  equal 

7d.  3p.  +0-2d. 

8d.  3ip.  +0-4d. 

9d.  4p  +  0-6d. 

lOd.  4p.  -0-4d. 

lid.  4[p.  -0-2d. 

is.  5p.  equal 

Five  are,  therefore,  rounded  upwards  and 
five  downwards. 

The  Board  says  it  is  still  consider- 
ing the  details  of  a  similar  table  ex- 
cluding the  new  halfpenny  which,  like 
the  existing  halfpenny,  will  not  be  used 
by  the  banks  and  many  other  organisa- 
tions in  their  accounting.  The  reference 
booklet  is  the  second  of  a  series  being 
issued;  the  first  booklet  gave  guidance 
on  how  to  express  amounts  of  money 
in  decimal  currency  (see  C.  &  D., 
March  9,  p.  206) — A  £-decimal  calcu- 
lator published  by  Easy-Way  Publica- 
tions, 77  New  Bond  Street,  London, 
W.l  (price  2s.)  gives  a  conversion  table 
from  old  shillings  and  pence  (one 
penny  to  20s.)  to  new  currency.  There 


is  also  a  table  for  calculating  amounts 
of  multiple  articles  each  of  them 
priced  at  from  one  to  ninety-nine  new 
pence. 

Calcitonin  Synthesised 

POSSIBLE  ROLE  IN  THERAPEUTICS 

A  TEAM  of  CIBA  research  chemists  in 
Basle  has  achieved  the  total  synthesis 
of  thyrocalcitonin,  the  thyroid  gland 
hormone  that  plays  a  role  in  regulating 
calcium  metabolism.  Dr.  R.  Rittel  an- 
nounced the  achievement  recently  to 
the  Swiss  Society  of  Internal  Medicine 
in  Chur.  Among  institutions  with  which 
the  CIBA  workers  have  been  co-operat- 
ing in  the  calcitonin  project  is  the 
Royal  Postgraduate  Medical  School, 
London.  Thyrocalcitonin  (or  calci- 
tonin) has  recently  been  shown  to  be 
secreted  by  the  "C"  cells  which,  in 
lower  vertebrates,  form  a  separate  and 
previously  unrecognised  endocrine  sy- 
stem, the  ultimobranchial  body.  Al- 
though calcitonin  can  be  extracted 
from  pig  thyroid,  the  fresh  glands  of 
about  50,000  pigs  are  required  for  one 
gram  of  final  product  so  that  the  desir- 
ability of  sythesising  the  hormone  soon 
became  evident.  A  CIBA  group  showed 
calcitonin  to  be  composed  of  thirty- 
two  amino  acids  and  others,  employing 
methods  similar  to  those  which  resulted 
in  the  total  synthesis  of  ACTH  by 
CIBA  in  1963,  achieved  a  calcitonin 
synthesis  by  a  route  involving  over  100 
steps.  Calcitonin,  it  is  believed,  may  be 
of  considerable  therapeutic  interest. 
Experiments  in  the  rat  show  that  the 
hormone  inhibits  resorption  of  bone, 
and  has  an  effect  on  the  renal  excre- 
tion of  phosphate.  Studies  with  puri- 
fied natural  preparations  have  further 
shown  that  the  hormone  is  active  in 
lowering  the  plasma  calcium  of 
patients,  indicating  that  it  also  blocks 
bone  resorption  in  man.  Bone  being 
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Forsyth  on  May  22 
(see  p.  486). 
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a  tissue  in  which  a  constant  turnover 
of  synthesis  and  resorption  takes  place, 
any  excess  of  resorption,  can  result  in 
fragility  (osteoporosis).  It  is  therefore 
conceivable  that  by  inhibiting  bone  re- 
sorption calcitonin  may  prove  of  value 
in  the  treatment  of  osteoporosis  and 
other  disease  connected  with  excessive 
bone  resorption. 

[The  synthesis  of  calcitonin  has  also 
been  achieved  by  Lederle  Laboratories 
scientists.  The  two  companies  are  in 
dispute  over  who  was  "first,"  but  the 
CIBA  work  is  published  in  the  May 
issue  of  Helvetica  Chemica  Acta 
and  the  Lederle  work  in  the  May  issue 
of  the  Journal  of  the  American  chemi- 
cal Society]. 

Pharmacy  in  Hospitals 

WORKING  PARTY  MEMBERS  NAMED 

THE  Minister  of  Health  has  an- 
nounced the  membership  of  the  Work- 
ing Party  on  the  Hospital  Pharmaceu- 
tical Service  (see  C.  &  D.,  February  3, 
p.  93).  In  answer  to  a  question  in  Par- 
liament on  May  21  he  named  the  fol- 
lowing members:  Miss  N.  Brierley 
(pharmacy  technician,  Stockport  In- 
firmary), Drs.  W.  R.  L.  Brown  (chief 
pharmacist,  St.  Bartholomew's  Hos- 
pital, London),  J.  Crooks  (reader  in 
materia  medica  and  therapeutics,  Uni- 
versity of  Aberdeen),  and  J.  S.  S. 
Fairley  (senior  administrative  medical 
officer,  South-east  Metropolitan  Re- 
gional Hospital  Board),  Messrs.  E.  J. 
Fitchett  (chief  pharmacist,  Leicester 
Royal  Infirmary),  W.  Macfarlane  (phar- 
macy technician,  central  infusion  fluid 
laboratory,  Knightswood  Hospital, 
Glasgow),  A.  Roxburgh  (group  chief 
pharmacist,  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary), 
E.  A:  G.  Spans  wick  (national  officer, 
Confederation  of  Health  Service  Em- 
ployees), C.  C.  Stevens,  Congleton, 
Ches,  and  D.  M.  Thomas  (group  sec- 
retary, Cardiff  North  and  District  Hos- 
pital Management  Committee).  Sir  Noel 
Hall  has  already  been  named  as  chair- 
man. The  Working  Party  will  be  in- 
viting evidence  from  certain  organisa- 
tions in  the  near  future.  Any  others 
who  may  wish  to  submit  evidence  are 
asked  to  send  it  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Working  Party,  Mr.  A.  J.  Merifield, 
Ministry  of  Health,  Alexander  Flem- 
ing House,  London,  S.E.I,  not  later 
than  September  1968. 

Agricultural  Chemicals 

MORE  SAFE  USE  RECOMMENDATIONS 

NEW  or  revised  recommendations  for 
safe  use  of  the  following  agricultural 
chemicals  have  been  issued  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food;  —  Agricultural  and  horticultural 
use:  Lenacil,  Bacillus  thuringiensis 
(Berliner),  pyrethrum,  gibberellic  acid, 
disulfoton,  linuron,  demphion,  chloro- 
xuron,  medinoterb  acetate,  mecoprop, 
pyrazon  and  binapacryl.  Veterinary 
use: —  Sulphachlorpyridazine,  pyrantol 
tartrate,  phosalone,  sodium  aminar- 
sonate,  deccox,  I.C.I.  55,052,  sulpha- 
quirfoxaline/diaveridine.  For  home 
garden  use: —  Menazon,  pyrethrum 
and  paraquat.  For  food  storage  prac- 
tice:—  Pyrethrum  and  insecticidal 
paper  finishes  containing  pyrethrins. 
For  home  kitchen  and  larder  use:  — 


Arprocarb.  There  are  also  revised  re- 
commendations for  the  safe  use  of  war- 
farin. 

Migraine  Trust 

APPEAL  TO  CHEMISTS  FAILS 

AN  appeal  to  1,500  retail  chemists  in 
the  London  area  brought  in  at  the 
most  £10,  the  acting  chairman  of  the 
Migrane  Trust  (Lord  Snow)  told  the 
Trust's  second  annual  meeting  on 
May  24.  Other  fund-raising  activi- 
ties realised  over  £35,000  in  1967. 
Research  projects  supported  (five  in 
all)  included  studies  on  the  possible 
role  of  steroid  hormones  in  migraine 
aetiology,  and  clinical  trials  of  urea 
and  Sandoz  BP400.  The  Trust  is 
evaluating  the  role  of  oral  contracep- 
tives in  relation  to  the  incidence  of 
migraine  attacks,  and  is  collecting, 
(with  the  support  of  A.  Wander,  Ltd.) 
and  with  the  co-operation  of  other 
industrial  concerns,  data  concerning 
migraine  in  industrial  personnel. 

Health  Lamps 

NEW  TAX  ARRANGEMENTS 

THE  Commissioners  of  Customs  and 
Excise  have  decided  that,  with  effect 
from  July  1,  the  requirement  of  medi- 
cal certificates  for  electro-medical 
appliances  is  to  be  dispensed  with  and 
that  the  liability  of  those  appliances 
under  Group  12(b)  of  the  Purchase 
Tax  Schedule  will  be  as  follows:— 
(1)  infra-red  medical  appliances  and 
radiant  heat  lamps,  not  chargeable;  (2) 
ultra-violet  medical  appliances,  includ- 
ing those  designed  to  emit  both  ultra- 
violet and  infra-red  rays: — (a)  of  a 
tax-exclusive  wholesale  value  of  £35 
or  less,  chargeable;  (b)  otherwise,  not 
chargeable. 

Veterinary  Substances 

MORE  "OPEN"  NAMES 

THE  British  Veterinary  Codex  Com- 
mittee has  adopted  the  following  non- 
proprietary names  for  the  veterinary 
substances  indicated. 

Non-proprietary 

Name  Other  Names 

Decoquinate  eEthyl  6-decyIoxy-7-ethoxy- 

4  -  hydroxyquinoline  -  3  - 
carboxylate  (M  &  B 
15,497;  Deccox). 

Methyl  Benzoquate  Methyl  7  -  benzyloxy  -  6  - 
butyl-l,  4-dihydro^t-oxo- 
quinoline  -  3  -  carboxylate 
(I.C.I.  55,052;  Statyl). 

Gloxazone  3-Ethoxy  -  2  -  oxobutyralde- 

hyde  bis  (thiosemicarba- 
zone)  (BW  356-C-61). 

Parbendazole  Methyl  5  (or  6)-butylbenzi- 

midazol-2-  ylcarbamate; 
(SKF  29044;  Helmatac). 

Prescription  Charges 

MINISTRY'S  PAYMENT  OFFER  ACCEPTED 

THE  Ministry  of  Health's  offer  on 
payment  for  extra  work  involved  in 
collecting  prescription  charges  and 
operating  the  interim  exemption  scheme 
(see  C.  &  D.,  May  25,  p.  477)  has  been 
accepted  by  115  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Committees  in  England  and  Wales.  The 
Central  National  Health  Service 
(Chemist  Contractors)  Committee  has 
received  only  five  replies  rejecting  the 
offer. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

No  further  bookings  are  being  accept- 
ed for  the  Conference-week  ladies' 
excursion  tour  (No.  4)  to  Cadbury's, 
Bournville. 

The  National  Health  Service  (Charges 
for  Drugs  and  Appliances)  (Scotland) 
Regulations,  1968  (S.I.  1968  No.  818 
(S.94))  have  been  published  by  H.M. 
Stationery  Office  (price  Is.). 

Published  by  the  British  Associa- 
tion of  Synthetic  Rubber  Manufac- 
turers, 93  Albert  Embankment.  London, 
S.E.I,  "Not  From  Trees  Alone"  (price 
7s.  6d.),  is  a  51 -page  booklet  telling  the 
story  of  synthetic  rubber. 

A  revised  edition  of  Ministry  of 
Health  hospital  technical  memorandum 
no.  1,  "Anti-static  Precautions:  Rub- 
ber, Plastics  and  Fabrics,"  has  been 
published  (H.M.  Stationery  Office  price 
Is.  6d  ). 

Applications  for  registration  of 
trade  marks  increased  by  4  per  cent, 
in  1967  compared  with  1966  (pharma- 
ceuticals by  12-5  per  cent.)  Complete 
patent  specifications  accepted  in  divi- 
sion A5  (medicines,  surgery)  numbered 
807,  against  745  in  1966. 

The  Retail  Trades  Education  Coun- 
cil has  set  up  a  training  advisory  ser- 
vice to  assist  retailers  to  introduce 
or  improve  internal  staff  training 
schemes.  Details  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Training  Development  Officer,  56 
Russell  Square,  London,  W.C.I.  . 

Inner  London  Executive  Council  is 
asking  the  Pricing  Bureau  to  include  a 
copy  of  the  Post  Office  leaflet,  "Pack- 
ing for  the  Inland  Post"  when  return- 
ing to  chemists  wrappers  of  prescrip- 
tion parcels  received  in  a  damaged 
condition. 

Drug  sponsors  may  one  day  be 
required  to  begin  submitting  proof  of 
biological  availability,  and  the  method- 
ology,, for  obtaining  the  proof,  along 
with  other  data  to  support  a  new  drug 
application,  Dr.  J.  L.  Goddard  (Com- 
missioner of  Food  and  Drugs)  told  a 
meeting  sponsored  by  the  American 
College  of  Clinical  Pharmacology  and 
Chemotherapy  recently. 

A  "big  chemist"  in  Welwyn  Garden 
City,  Herts,  where  there  has  recently 
been  concern  about  drug  addiction 
among  young  people,  has  been  selling 
sixty  syringe  sets  a  week,  according 
to  the  Daily  Telegraph  (May  20). 
Another  chemist  was  selling  150  a  week 
"but  had  restricted  sales  to  registered 
addicts."  A  third  chemist  had  increased 
the  price  to  discourage  purchases  by 
young  people. 

IRISH  NEWS 

THE  REPUBLIC 

Diabetes  Lecture 

INSULIN  SYRINGE  "A  MENACE" 

A  CAPACITY  audience  gathered  in 
the  College  of  Pharmacy,  Dublin, 
recently  to  hear  a  lecture  by  Dr.  M.  I. 
Drury  on  diabetes  and  to  see  a  film  on 
the  same  subject.  After  dealing  with 
the  history  of  the  disease  and  the  dis- 
covery of  modern  methods  of  treatment 
Dr.  Drury  said  that  diabetes  was  highly 
individual,  the  response  to  therapy  not 
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being  always  predictable.  Some 
patients  did  not  respond  well  to  the 
sulphonylureas,  others  to  the  diguan- 
ides.  Sometimes  a  combined  treatment 
evoked  a  more  satisfactory  response. 
In  general,  the  oral  hypoglycemic 
drugs  were  chiefly  of  value  in  the 
treatment  of  the  middle-aged,  late-onset 
type  of  diabetic.  Dr.  Drury  described 
the  insulin  syringe  as  "an  absolute 
menace."  He  recommended  the  use  of 
a  syringe  calibrated  in  cc.  only,  each 
cc.  being  sub-divided  into  tenths. 

IRISH  BREVITIES 

THE  REPUBLIC 

A  supply  of  drugs  and  food  (includ- 
ing Complan)  has  been  donated  by 
Glaxo  Laboratories  (Ireland),  Ltd.,  to 
the  Irish  Greenland  Expedition,  which 
leaves  Dublin  on  July  15  to  climb  in 
the  Tosermint  Fiord  in  Greenland. 

THE  NORTH 

Prescriptions  dispensed  in  North- 
ern Ireland  during  February  numbered 
989,324  (620,831  forms).  Total  cost  was 
£595,089,  an  average  of  144'36d.  per 
prescription. 

SPORT 

GOLF 

Irish  Chemists'  Golfing  Society.  Despite 
blustery  conditions  there  was  a  good  turnout 
for  the  Society's  annual  outing  in  Rosslare 
from  May  5-8.  Highlight  of  the  outing,  the 
Captain's  prize,  was  won  by  the  Dublin 
player,  E.  O'Grady,  who,  off  a  20  handicap, 
returned  a  37  card.  Prizes  were  presented  by 
the  captain  (Mr.  Bill  Mullen)  and  speakers 
at  the  final  dinner  included  the  president  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  (Mr. 
M.  L.  Cashman).  who  detailed  the  latest 
developments  in  the  health  services  negotia- 
tions. Results:  May  5  Imperial  Chemical  In- 
dustries, Ltd.,  prizes  (strokes),  J.  Casserley, 
Dunmanway;  B.  McEneaney,  Kilkenny;  D. 
Tracey,  Dublin;  (par)  T.  Hogan,  Dublin;  T. 
J.  Lynch,  Dublin,  M.  Murphy,  Dublin.  May 
6  Class  A,  T.  Hogan,  Dublin;  S.  O'Neill, 
Limerick;  M.  Guerin,  Nenagh;  Class  B,  M. 
Moloney,  Limerick;  J.  T.  Foley,  Dublin:  P. 
McAuliffe,  Dublin;  Class  C,  P.  O'Neill,  New 
Ross.  May  7  Strokes,  S.  O'Neill,  Limerick; 
J.  O'Kennedy,  Dublin;  E.  Buckley,  Tralee; 
Par,  C.  Conefrey,  Dublin;  F.  Keys,  Dublin; 
J.  Glynn,  Cork;  Handicaps  19  to  20,  M. 
O'Shaughnessy,  Dublin.  May  8  Captain's 
prize,  E.  O'Grady;  Class  A,  P.  Delaney, 
Waterford;  F.  O'Brien,  Cork;  M.  L.  Cash- 
man,  Dublin;  J.  Hanley,  Limerick;  Class  B, 
A.  Walsh,  Dublin;  J.  O'KeefTe,  Dublin;  K. 
Banks,  Dublin;  P.  Dennehy,  Skibbereen;  Class 

C,  E.  Rodgers,  Dublin;  J.  Kennedy,  Port- 
laoise;  P.  McAuliffe,  Dublin;  J.  Lennon, 
Dublin;  Class  D,  D.  Treacey,  Dublin;  F. 
Reen,  Millstreet;  W.  Carvill,  Dublin  and  M. 
Whelan,  Limerick.  Past  Captains  prize,  T.  J. 
Lynch.  Next  outing  is  at  Woodbrook  on 
June  6. 

LOCAL  OFFICERS 

PHARMACISTS'  ASSOCIATIONS 

Hull. — Chairman,  F.  N.  Harrison;  vice- 
chairman,   K.   Swanson;   Junior  vice-chairman, 

D.  Newton;  Treasurer,  C.  A.  Hewitt;  Secre- 
tary, C.  C.  Brown,  20  Westfield  Road,  Cot- 
tingham,  Yorks  (telephone;  Hull  849673). 
(The  foregoing  are  also  officers  of  Hull  Branch 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.) 

Western  (London). — President,  A.  A.  Ken- 
nett;  Vice-President,  G.  Gunthorpe;  Treasurer, 
Miss  M.  J.  Allen;  Social  Secretary,  B.  J.  Mas- 
ters; Assistant  Secretary,  Miss.  E.  Lindsay- 
Rae;  Secretary,  R.  Jackson.  56  Theobalds 
Road,  London,  W.C.I  (telephone  01-405 
1535). 


TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS 

By  Xrayser 

Election 

It  should  be  reassuring  to  all  of  us  that  two  thirds  of  the  electorate 
concerned  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Council  are,  apparently,  satis- 
fied with  things  as  they  are  or  indifferent  to  their  fate.  Is  it  possible  that 
twenty-three  thousand  people — two  of  every  three — have  no  interest  what- 
soever in  the  outcome  of  the  many  important  issues  of  the  day?  They 
have  not  endorsed  Council  policy  by  recording  a  vote  for  the  retiring 
councillors  who  sought  re-election.  They  have  not  taken  the  way  open  to 
them  of  showing  their  disapproval  of  the  conduct  of  affairs  by  making 
certain,  as  it  was  in  their  power  to  do,  that  not  one  of  the  seven  went 
back.  But  what  of  those  who  did  vote?  It  is,  as  you  state  in  your  editorial 
comment  of  p.  473,  an  unrewarding  procedure  to  attempt  to  analyse 
the  votes  cast,  yet  in  general  they  show  approval  of  Council  policy,  in 
that  the  majority  of  those  returned  have  been  members  of  Council  and 
still  are.  Yet,  out  of  the  total  votes  cast,  the  combined  poll  of  the  un- 
successful outnumbered  that  of  the  successful  by  almost  two  to  one.  When 
we  have  finished  with  mathematical  juggling,  the  fact  remains  that  the 
electorate  has  decided  to  offer  Mrs.  E.  J.  M.  Leigh  a  further  opportunity, 
having  rejected  her  only  a  year  ago,  and  she  will  be  joined  by  Mr.  S. 
Blum,  a  candidate  who  disapproved  of  the  current  policies  of  the  Council, 
and  who  now  has  the  opportunity  to  alter  things.  But  the  success  of  two 
newcomers  inevitably  means  the  loss  of  two  others,  and  the  experience 
of  Messrs.  J.  B.  Grosset  and  T.  Reid  will  be  missed  at  the  Council  table. 
Both  have  worked  hard  in  their  respective  spheres  and  I  regret  the  man- 
ner of  their  going,  but  when  one  offers  himself  for  public  service  one 
does  well  not  to  expect  gratitude  for  services  freely  given.  Mr.  Reid  has 
the  satisfaction  of  having  been  president  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Mr.  Grosset,  at  the  whim  of  the  electorate,  has  been  denied  the  opportunity 
of  fulfilling  his  promise  in  that  direction,  and  I  think  we  are  all  the 
poorer  for  that.  Nevertheless  he  accomplished  a  great  deal  in  a  com- 
paratively short  time  and  can  look  back  on  his  successes  with  considerable 
satisfaction.  They  will  remain  as  a  permanent  tribute. 

Annual  Gatherings 

Both  the  annual  meeting  and  that  devoted  to  the  deliberations  of  Branch 
Representatives  are  important  dates  in  the  calendar.  The  former  was 
memorable  for  the  statesmanlike  speech  of  Mr.  C.  W.  Robinson  on  the 
subject  of  reciprocity.  Would  that  all  speeches  on  important  pharmaceu- 
tical occasions  were  as  well  prepared,  well  considered,  and  well  delivered 
as  that  one  was!  It  was  a  model  which  few,  I  fear,  could  aspire  to.  That 
he  was  unsuccessful  in  his  plea  does  not  detract  in  any  way  from  his 
effort,  and  it  is  possible  that  most  of  those  attending  now  know  more  of 
the  subject  than  they  had  known  hitherto.  Immediate  success  is  not  neces- 
sarily victory,  and  Mr.  Robinson  may  derive  satisfaction  from  having 
impressed  his  audience  with  his  sincerity,  and  having  imbued  all  of 
his  hearers  with  a  desire  to  bring  about  agreement  at  an  early  date. 
It  seems  to  me  that  both  sides  will  have  gained  from  his  interven- 
tion. The  meeting  of  Branch  Representatives  covered  some  familiar 
ground,  including  reconstitution  of  the  Council.  Regional  representation 
or  sectional  representation  does  not  seem  to  me  to  hold  promise  of  any- 
thing that  cannot  be  achieved  by  national  selection  and,  with  all  its  faults 
when  an  electorate  chooses  to  remain  aloof  from  the  ballot,  I  should 
prefer  the  present  method  to  one  involving  a  degree  of  nomination.  As 
Mr.  Grosset  said,  such  members  would  be  in  danger  of  becoming  pre- 
occupied with  regional  matters. 

Charges 

I  have  now  studied  the  leaflet  designed,  apparently,  to  confuse  users 
of  the  National  Health  Service  from  J  une  10.  It  fully  holds  its  own  with 
all  Government  documents  designed  to  make  confusion  worse  confounded. 
I  believe  the  above  declaration  to  be  correct /incorrect  and  I  realise  that 
a  false  statement  made  with  fraudulent  intent  may  lead  to  prosecution. 
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TRADING  HOURS  IN  IRELAND 

Drug  Association  opposes  extension 


THE  monthly  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Irish  Drug  Association, 
held  in  Dublin  on  May  16,  considered 
a  proposal  by  the  Minister  for  Industry 
and  Commerce  that  the  Shops  (Hours 
of  Trading)  Act.  1938,  should  be  re- 
examined. It  concluded  that  community 
pharmacists  in  the  Republic  were 
opposed  to  any  extension  of  hours  of 
trading.  Two  local  associations  had 
replied  to  a  circular  stating  that  they 
would  not  be  in  favour  of  any  ex- 
tension of  hours.  Members  pointed  out 
that,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Federation  of  Trades  Associations, 
great  pressure  had  been  exerted  to 
have  the  hours  extended.  Supermarkets, 
it  was  expected,  would  open  later.  The 
Department  of  Health  believed  phar- 
macists might  be  able  to  give  a  better 
prescription  service  but,  apart  from 
all-night  openings  (few  and  far  be- 
tween even  in  England)  the  Republic 
provided  a  longer  all-round  pharma- 
ceutical service  than  other  countries. 
Staying  open  later  would  mean  en- 
gaging extra  professional  staff.  The  only 
practicable  solution  would  be  to  oper- 
ate a  rota  service.  The  Department  had 
been  told  that  an  extended  service 
could  be  provided  if  pharmacists  were 
allowed  to  dispense  for  the  30  per  cent, 
of  the  population  now  catered  for 
by  the  dispensary  system. 

A  member  who  asked  whether  phar- 
macists would  be  expected  to  stay 
open  for  general  sales  was  told  that 
Department  officials  had  said  they 
would  not  be  averse  to  the  sale  of 
lipsticks  after  hours.  The  committee 
agreed  to  inform  the  Federation  of 
Trades  Association  that  they  did  not 
consider  that  there  was  any  need  for 
any  alteration  in  existing  hours. 

A  National  Problem 

Cork  City  and  County  Chemists' 
Association,  had  referred  a  claim  by 
the  local  branch  of  the  Irish  Union  of 
Distributive  Workers  and  Clerks  for 
an  increase  in  wages  on  behalf  of 
members,  a  three- weeks  annual  holiday 
and  the  introduction  of  a  contributory 
pension  scheme  to  the  Committee,  it 
did  not  wish  to  negotiate  a  local  agree- 
ment that  would  affect  the  entire  coun- 
try. Most  employees  were  being  paid 
over  the  approved  union  rate.  The 
Committee  rejected  the  demand  for  a 
three-week  annual  holiday  and  the 
introduction  of  the  pension  scheme  and 
decided  to  await  developments  on  the 
part  of  the  union. 

Concern  was  expressed  at  a  request 
in  the  Dail  on  May  9  that  antibiotics 
for  animal  husbandry  should  be  con- 
fined to  veterinary  surgeons  (see 
C.  &  D.,  May  25,  p.  462).  It  was  de- 
cided to  write  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  pointing  out  the 
Committee's  concern  at  the  general 
position.  Mr.  B.  Smith  (secretary) 
announced  that  the  new  price  list  would 
be  published  on  July  22.  He  reported 
that  Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  had 
agreed  to  modify  their  bonus  terms 
so  that  pharmacists  did  not  have  to 
take  quantities  they  could  not  dispose 
of.  In  future,  packs  would  be  made  up 
on  a  monetary  basis. 


The  Irish  Cosmetic  and  Perfumery 
Association  had  agreed  to  meet  repre- 
sentatives of  the  I.D.A.  to  discuss  prob- 
lems of  turnover  and  wholesale  tax  and 
steps  to  regularise  prices.  The  Com- 
mittee agreed  to  invite  Mr.  J.  E.  Bur- 
rell  (president,  Irish  Pharmaceutical 
Association)  to  address  then  at  the 
next  meeting  on  the  question  of  having 
a  single  body  to  represent  pharmacy 
along  the  lines  put  forward  by  the 
Investigative  Committee  in  September 
1967.  (see  C.  &  D.,  October  14,  1967, 
p.  352).  Mr.  Smith  and  the  president 
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(Mr.  W.  J.  Gardner)  had  attended 
meeting  at  which  the  Ilford,  Ltd..  colour 
film  policy  had  been  outlined.  Detail 
had  not  yet  been  fully  worked  out 
but  the  company  were  asking  for  co 
operation  from  the  I.P.A.,  and  Photo 
graphic  Dealers  Association  in  giving 
it  a  three-month  trial.  Mr.  Brophy 
mentioned  that  he  did  not  consider  the 
policy  of  Kodak,  Ltd.,  acceptable  to 
the  average  Irish  pharmacist  who  was 
required  to  take  a  minimum  of  £60 
worth  of  stock.  In  relation  to  popu 
lation  the  terms  granted  to  English 
pharmacist  by  the  same  company  were 
more  favourable.  Some  small  chemists 
found  the  arrangement  unsuitable. 


SCOTTISH  TRADE  VETERANS  HONOURED 

Presentations  in  Dundee 

RETAIL  pharmacists  from  the  whole 
of  Scotland  north  of  a  line  from 
Dundee  to  Fort  William  joined  repre- 
sentatives of  the  wholesale  trade  in 
Aberdeen  on  May  22  for  a  dinner  in 
honour  of  Messrs.  Mitchell  C.  Ross 
and  lames  Forsyth.  Altogether  1,500 
were  present.  Messrs.  Ross  and 
Forsyth  are  directors  of  the  Aberdeen 
wholesalers  Paterson  &  Sons  (branch 
of  Vestric,  Ltd.)  and  Wm.  Davidson, 
Ltd.,  respectively.  When  it  was  real- 
ised locally  that  both  were  soon  to 
retire  a  committee  was  formed  and 
an  appeal  made  by  direct  mail  and 
through  the  pharmaceutical  Press  to 
all  their  customers  and  associates  in 
the  drug  trade.  The  response  from 
Tayside   to  the    Hebrides    and  from 
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Mr.  R.  Duncan,  M.P.S.,  Dundee,  makes  the 
presentation  to  Mr.  Mitchell  C.  Ross  U\  in. 
Paterson  &  Sons).  With  them  is  Mrs.  Mitchell. 


Mr.  G.  Shepherd,  M.P.S.,  Aberdeen,  make 
the  presentation  to  Mr.  James  Forsyth  (Wm 
Davidson,  Ltd.).  With  them  is  Mrs.  Forsyth 

northwards  to  the  Orkneys  and  Shet 
lands,  was  immediate  and  generous 
Contributions  arrived  fom  as  far  away 
as  Zambia.  At  the  dinner  tribute  anc 
thanks  were  paid  to  the  two  men  for 
their  help  both  in  business  matters  an 
branches  of  the  Pharmaceutica 
Society  including  support  for  socia 
and  sporting  events  during  the  pas 
forty  years.  Mr.  R.  Duncan,  Dundee 
presented  Mr.  Ross  with  a  reclining 
chair,  Imhof  timepiece,  and  set  o] 
Edinburgh  crystal.  Mr.  G.  Shepherd 
Aberdeen,  presented  Mr.  Forsyth  witb 
a  wristlet  watch  and  a  set  of  carvers 
Bouquets  were  presented  to  Mrs.  Ross 
and  Mrs.  Foryth  by  Miss  Ewen 
Aberdeen.  Mr.  W.  C.  D.  Bain,  Aber- 
deen, was  chairman  for  the  occasion. 


IN  PARLIAMENT 

By  a  Member  of  the  Press  Gallery,  House  of  Commons 


THE  number  of  patients  likely  to  be 
exempt  from  prescription  charges  in 
Scotland  is  likely  to  be  just  under  2i 
million  said  Mr.  B.  Millan  (Under 
Secretary  of  State,  Scotland)  in  reply 
to  Sir  J.  Gilmour.  Sir  John  then  asked 
if  the  Minister  had  concluded  satis- 
factory arrangements  with  pharmacists 
about  the  method  of  repayment.  Mr. 
Millan  on  May  22  said  that  that 
would  be  debatable  on  the  regulations. 
Other  discussions  were  going  on  with 
the  chemists  and  the  scheme  would 
come  into  operation  on  June  10. 

In  a  written  answer  on  the  same  sub- 
ject to  Mr.  A.  Eadie,  Mr.  Millan  said 
that  Scottish  pharmacists  had  agreed 
to  co-operate  in  the  arrangements  to 
be  introduced  on  June  10  subject  to  a 
satisfactory  settlement  beforehand  on 
their  remuneration  for  the  additional 
work  involved.  On  that,  discussions 
were  proceeding.  Mr.  W.  Ross  (Secre- 
tary of  State,  Scotland)  estimated  that 


the  cost  of  the  exemptions  in  Scotland 
would  be  £2.5  million  in  a  full  year, 

Methedrine  Abuse 

Mr.  L.  Pavitt  asked  the  Home  Secre- 
tary on  May  21  when  he  expected  tc 
receive  his  experts'  advice  on  the  prob 
lems  of  Methedrine  abuse  and  depen- 
dence. Mr.  E.  Morgan  in  a  written 
answer  on  May  21  said  the  matter  was 
being  urgently  studied,  but  he  could 
not  say  when  the  Committee  s  reports 
would  be  available. 

Hearing  Aids 

Mr.  L.  Pavitt  asked  the  Minister  of 
Health  if  he  would  authorise  hospital 
authorities  and  health  centres  to  pur 
chase  Mallory  batteries  for  hearing  aids 
at  wholesale  rates  for  retailing  at  a 
discount  of  the  retailers  margin  oi 
25%.  In  a  written  answer  on  May  21 
Mr.  J.  Snow  (Parliamentary  Secretary) 
said  "No." 
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Needleless  Injections 

In  a  written  answer  to  Mr.  T.  Dal- 
yell  on  May  22,  Mr.  Morris  pointed 
out  that  the  Porton  needleless  injector 
had  been  in  use  for  about  a  year,  and 
had  been  launched  on  an  international 
scale. 

Pharmaceuticals:  Price  Reductions 

Mr.  L.  Pavitt  asked  the  Minister  of 
Health  on  May  21  the  number  of  price 
reductions  in  the  products  of  "Company 
A"  mentioned  in  paragraph  21  Civil 
Appropriations  Accounts  1966-7  (see 
C.  &  D.,  February  10,  p.  117)  and  his 
estimate  of  the  total  savings  made  on 
these  drugs  to  the  N.H.S. 

Mr.  Kenneth  Robinson  replied  that 
during  the  period  1962-67  the  prices  of 
seventeen  products  of  the  company 
had  been  reduced,  four  of  them  on  two 
occasions,  resulting  in  a  cumulative 
saving  of  at  least  £ly  million  in  terms 
of  the  1962  prices.  That  excluded  price 
reductions  which  came  into  effect  in 
December,  1967. 

Protectives  :  Monopoly  Charge 

In  an  adjournment  debate  on  May 
24  Mr.  L.  Abse  claimed  that  the  Lon- 
don Rubber  Co.  held  a  monopoly  in 
rubber  protectives  and  that  the  com- 
pany had  made  large  profits  which 
were  not  the  consequence  of  efficient 
production. 

He  calculated  that  over  a  wide  range 
of  the  products  the  company  was  mak- 
ing a  profit  of  over  200  per  cent.  It  had 
been  possible  to  fix  a  price  for  pro- 
tectives out  of  which  generous  margins 
could  be  taken  by  the  distributors 
while  still  leaving  the  manufacturing 
company  with  "handsome"  profits. 
"Sales  representatives  clearly  from 
time  to  time  have  been  instructed  to 
collect  any  competitors'  free  samples 
and  display  material  and  to  give 
equivalent  products — their  company's 
products — in  exchange." 

Local  authorities  were  being  encour- 
aged to  open  clinics  and  supply  con- 
traceptives at  reasonable  costs;  they 
should  be  able  to  buy  other  than  under 
the  domination  of  a  monopoly.  In  the 
long  run  he  had  no  doubt  that  refer- 
ence to  the  Monopolies  Commission 
was  required  in  the  public  interest. 
The  statutory  conditions  for  a  refer- 
ence could  clearly  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  J.  P.  W.  Mallalieu  (Joint 
Minister  of  State,  Board  of  Trade) 
replied  "It  is  clear  from  our  own 
investigations  that  as  regards  male  rub- 
ber contraceptives,  the  minimum 
statutory  requirements  for  reference 
to  the  Monopolies  Commission  do 
apply." 

He  assured  Mr.  Abse  that  if  there 
was  an  attempt  to  establish  a  total 
monopoly  position  in  the  industry  by 
takeover  or  mergers  "we  should  go 
into  them  very  thoroughly  to  see 
whether  there  was  a  need  for  refer- 
ence." 

Patents  Clause  Deleted 

In  the  Lords  on  May  27,  clause  25 
of  the  Health  Services  and  Public 
Health  Bill,  which  enabled  the  Govern- 
ment to  disregard  patents  in  the  case 
of  any  product  which  they  wished  for 
the  N.H.S.  was  deleted  from  the  Bill 
by  a  vole  against  the  Government. 


Lord  Ogmore  moved  deletion  of 
the  clause  saying  that  the  original 
clause  was  inserted  after  "very  scrappy 
debate"  in  the  Commons.  It  was  not 
considered  by  the  Government  and 
was  as  a  result  of  a  back  bench 
amendment  which  the  Minister  of 
Health  accepted  after  a  most  reluct- 
ant speech.  It  was  highly  undesirable 
for  a  new  patent  law  to  be  passed  by 
Parliament  before  the  Banks  Commit- 
tee now  considering  patent  law  as  a 
whole  reported.  It  had  had  a  grave 
effect  on  confidence  in  the  pharma- 
ceutical industry  and  in  industry  as  a 
whole  if  patents  were  seized.  There 
was  already  a  voluntary  system  for 
prices,  and  now  the  Government  came 
in  with  this  big  stick  to  "clobber"  the 
industry  over  the  head  during  the  pro- 
gress of  the  discussions. 

Lord  Fraser  of  Lonsdale  said 
the  clause's  effect  would  be  not  so 
much  to  protect  the  public  interest  as 
to  curtail  research. 

Lord  Sainsbury  said  he  was  still 
brought  up  against  the  problem  of 
negotiation  between  the  Departments 
of  Health  and  the  pharmaceutical  in- 
dustry-— or  rather,  the  particular  firm. 
In  the  past  they  had  been  faced  with 
deadlock  and  the  Committee  [which  he 
had  chaired]  were  convinced  that  the 
Ministry  needed  a  "weapon  of  last 
resort". 

Baroness  Phillips  for  the  Govern- 
ment said  that  the  Sainsbury  Commit- 
tee had  said  there  must  be  some  pro- 
cedure to  which  the  Ministry  could 
resort  if  negotiations  failed.  "Listening 
to  some  of  the  speeches  one  would 
get  the  impression  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  tomorrow  going  to  take  up 
arms  against  the  pharmaceutical 
industry.  Perhaps  I  may  repeat  again 
that  the  Minister  has  a  great  interest 
in  maintaining  a  strong  pharma- 
ceutical industry." 

The  clause  was  deleted  by  93  to  63. 

Sick  Pay  Clause  Dropped 

A  clause  in  the  Family  Allowances 
and  National  Insurance  (No.  2)  Bill 
which  would  have  abolished  the  right 
to  benefit  for  the  first  three  days  of 
sickness,  unemployment  or  industrial 
injury,  was  dropped  during  the  Com- 
mittee stage  on  May  23. 

Industry  Aid  for  Laboratory 

The  Wellcome  Trust  is  contributing 
£62,500  towards  the  cost  of  a  new 
exotic  virus  laboratory  at  the  Research 
Establishment,  Pirbright,  Surrey,  said 
Baroness  Phillips  in  an  answer  to 
Lord  Napier  in  the  House  of  Lords 
on  May  15.  The  remainder  of  the  cost 
is  being  met  from  public  funds  by  the 
Agricultural  Research  Council.  The 
laboratory  is  for  studies  of  animal 
virus  diseases  hitherto  encountered  only 
in  tropical  or  sub-tropical  regions. 

Sheep  Dips 

When  asked  about  the  ineffectiveness 
of  sheep  dips  against  blow  fly  or  lice  by 
Mr.  Tudor  Watkins,  Mr.  John 
Mackie  (Joint  Parliamentary  Secretary, 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food)  in  a 
written  answer  on  May  15  stated  that 
the  difficulties  were  due  to  failure  to 
carry  out  the  manufacturers'  directions 
and  a  proper  dipping  procedure. 


LEGAL  REPORTS 
A  Manufacturer  Fined 

At  Leicester  county  magistrates'  court, 
recently,  during  the  hearing  of  a  charge 
against  A.  Wander,  Ltd.,  Kings  Lang- 
ley,  Herts,  of  supplying  goods  not  of 
the  quality  demanded,  the  prosecution 
alleged  that  a  woman  living  at  Syston, 
Leics,  bought  a  packet  of  rusks  in  a 
sealed  wrapper  from  her  local  chemist 
and,  after  her  daughter  aged  6|  months 
had  chewed  one  of  the  rusks,  she  found 
inside  it  a  sharp  piece  of  wire.  Accord- 
ing to  an  analyst  the  wire  had  been 
baked  into  the  rusk.  Defending  solicitor, 
entering  a  plea  of  guilty  on  behalf  of 
the  company,  said  that  never  before 
had  such  a  charge  been  brought  against 
the  company.  All  materials  were  care- 
fully sifted  before  the  rusks  were  made 
and  baked  and  a  metal  detector  was 
also  used.  A  fine  of  £10  was  imposed. 

"Wrong  Drug"  Allegation 

Three  summonses  brought  by  the 
Westminster  City  Council  against  Zyg- 
munt  (Chemists),  Ltd.,  were  adjourned 
until  July  23  at  Marylebone  Court  on 
Thursday.  The  summonses  (under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  the  Mer- 
chandise Marks  Act,  1887)  allege  that 
on  October  6,  1967  at  the  chemists 's 
premises  in  Westbourne  Grove,  Lon- 
don W.2,  they  sold  to  a  Mr.  A  Bell  a 
drug  not  demanded  by  him  —  thirty 
capsules  of  penicillin  V  (94.4  per  cent.) 
instead  of  ampicillin,  B.P.,  250  mgm; 
that  they  had  in  their  possession  for 
sale  a  canister  containing  capsules  of 
penicillin  V  (94  4  per  cent.)  with  a  false 
trade  mark  Penbritin,  and  on  the  same 
day  and  place  they  did  falsely  apply 
the  trade  mark  to  the  canister.  The 
magistrate  was  told  that  an  adjourn- 
ment was  desired  by  both  parties. 

COMPANY  NEWS 

Previous  >  car's  figures  in  parentheses 

STANLEY  WESTON  GROUP, 
LTD.  —  Tn  the  chemists  division,  the 
sale  and  range  of  the  company's  own 
named  lines  has  increased.  It  is  in- 
tended to  develop  this  side  of  the 
business  to  combat  competition  from 
non-chemist  sources,  states  the  chairman 
(Mr.  R.  Weston)  in  his  annual  report. 
For  financial  statement  see  C.  &  D., 
May  18,  p.  437). 

BEECHAM  GROUP,  LTD.— 
Group  results  for  the  year  ended 
March  31:  Sales,  £11 5.47m. 
(£86.46m.);  trading  profit.  £20.56m. 
(£1 7.64m.);  profit  £10.99m.  (£9.58m.) 
after  tax,  £8.86m.  (£7.49m.);  profit 
attributable  to  parent  £10.93m. 
(£9.44m.):  total  dividend  \1\  per 
cent.  (16y  per  cent.).  Trading  profit 
includes  royalties  of  £2,665,000 
(£1,816,000). 

IMPERIAL  CHEMICAL  INDUST- 
RIES, LTD.  —  Group  sales  in  first 
quarter  of  1968  (against  comparative 
1967  period)  were  £291m.  (£233m.). 
Profit  before  tax  but  after  charging 
depreciation  £37m.  (£23m.),  less  tax, 
£15m.  (£8m.)  Group  profit,  after  tax, 
attributable  to  parent.  £21m.  (£14m.). 
Exports  from  U.K.  amounted  to  £53m. 
(£44m.).  The  improvement  in  group 
profits  in  the  quarter  was  mainly  attri- 
butable to  home  and  export  sales. 
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GLAXO  GROUP,  LTD.  —  The 
Group  is  to  raise  about  £10  million 
by  a  rights  issue  of  4,236,352  new  10s. 
Ordinary  Shares  at  a  price  of  50s. 
per  share,  payable  in  full  on  accep- 
tance. The  new  shares  will  be  offered 
to  the  holders  of  the  existing  ordinary 
stock.  The  immediate  requirement  to 
raise  new  money  arises  from  two  spe- 
cial cash  payments  made  in  the  current 
financial  year  totalling  £9  million;  £6 
million  paid  for  the  35  per  cent,  in- 
terest in  the  Ordinary  stock  of  B.D.H. 
Group,  Ltd.,  held  by  Mead  Johnson 
&  Co.  and  about  £3  million  paid  for 
the  capital  of  Farley's  Infant  Food, 
Ltd.  Due  to  the  rapid  growth  of  the 
Group,  there  has  been  a  gradual  re- 
duction in  the  proportion  of  assets 
held  in  the  form  of  liquid  funds. 

SMITH  &  NEPHEW  ASSOCIATED 
COMPANIES,  LTD.— The  company's 
reasons  for  turning  down  the  revised 
Unilever  bid  (C.  &  D.,  May  25,  page 
467),  were  circulated  on  May  23.  They 
are  (1)  profits  so  far  are  ahead  of  46 
per  cent,  improvement  forecast,  (2) 
further  improvement  is  confidently  ex- 
pected in  1969  and  (3)  Unilever's 
growth  rate  would  have  to  exceed 
Smith  &  Nephew's  by  more  than  50 
per  cent,  if  accepted  is  to  be  no  worse 
off  and  S  &  N  shareholders'  dividend 
income  would  fall  by  40  per  cent,  if 
they  opted  for  Unilever  equity.  Uni- 
lever Ltd.,  were  to  let  their  bid  lapse 
if  they  had  not  gained  control  by  May 
30.  In  a  reply  on  May  25  to  the  S.  & 
N.  board's  rejection  of  the  revised 
offer,  Unilever's  merchant  bank  state 
that  irrespective  of  the  outcome  of  the 
bid  battle,  Unilever  plans  "to  enter 
many  of  the  field  from  which  (S.  & 
N.'s)  profits  are  at  present  derived." 
Major  objective  is  to  secure  a  stake  in 
the  fast-growing  U.K.  market  for  dis- 
posable tissues  and  nappies. 

Winding-up  Order 

COSMETIC  PRODUCTS  (U.K.), 
LTD.,  Green  Street,  London,  W.,  was 
compulsorily  wound-up  by  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Megarry  in  the  High  Court  on 
May  20  on  the  petition  of  the  Cus- 
toms and  Excise,  creditors  for  £22,426 
for  purchase  tax.  The  petition  was  sup- 
ported by  four  other  creditors.  The 
company  was  not  represented. 

Bankruptcy  Examination 

GRAHAM  WILLIAM  O'NEIL, 
M.P.S.,  Manor  Close,  Bootle,  Lanes. — 
Having  a  deficiency  of  £12,300,  Mr. 
O'Neil,  who  had  carried  on  business  as 
a  chemist  at  Crewe,  Ches,  appeared  for 
his  public  examination  at  Birkenhead 
on  May  20.  It  was  stated  that  he 
bought  a  chemists'  business  in  West 
Street,  Crewe,  in  April,  1965,  for 
£2,165.  Turnover  increased  at  first, 
then  declined,  and  several  hundred 
people  left  the  area  through  slum 
clearance.  After  trying  unsuccessfully 
to  sell  the  business,  he  closed  it  down 
in  1967,  moved  to  Wallasey,  and  con- 
tracted to  buy  a  business  in  Moreton 
for  £2,400.  He  operated  the  business 
until  August  and,  as  he  could  not  com- 
plete the  purchase  because  he  could 
not  sell  his  Crewe  business,  he  left  to 
take  up  a  position  in  Liverpool. 
Debtor  offered  to  pay  his  trustee  £4  a 
week  voluntarily  towards  reducing  his 
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debts  and  to  hand  over  his  annual 
bonus  and  any  other  bonuses  he 
received.  The  public  examination  was 
adjourned  to  June  17. 

BUSINESS  CHANGES 

H.  &  G.  DENSHAM,  LTD.,  are  to 
close  their  branch  at  52  Highcross 
Street,  Leicester,  after  June  30. 

ROBERT  WISE,  LTD.,  have 
acquired  the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  H.  T. 
Rogers,  M.P.S.  (James  Chemists),  182 
Stroud  Green  Road,  London.  N.4. 

GEORGE  THE  CHEMISTS,  have 
acquired  the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  A.  J. 
Brown,  M.P.S.,  45  Eastwood  Mains 
Road,  Giffnock,  Renfrews. 

BERK  PHARMACEUTICALS, 
LTD.,  have  established  in  Eire  a  new 
distributing  warehouse  at  Dublin  In- 
dustrial Estate,  Glasnevin,  Dublin. 
(Tel.:  Dublin  305291). 

MR.  T.  I.  V.  JAMES,  M.P.S.,  has 
acquired  the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  P.  E. 
Leapman,  M.P.S.,  113a  West  Street, 
Farnham,  Surrey.  Mr.  Leapman  is 
continuing  his  optical  and  hearing-aid 
practice  from  111  West  Street. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Board  Changes 

GLAXO  LABORATORIES,  LTD. 
—  Mr.  O.  F.  Morgan,  M.P.S.  (deputy 
managing  director)  is  retiring  from 
executive  office  as  from  June  30,  but 
will  be  acting  as  a  consultant  to  the 
company  for  a  period  thereafter. 

Executives 

J.  WALTER  THOMPSON  CO., 
LTD.— Dr.  Philip  Brown,  Ph.D., 
M.P.S.,  has 
joined  the  com- 
pany as  a  con- 
sultant and 
senior  represen- 
tative. His  pri- 
mary responsi- 
bility will  be 
the  Horlicks 
pharmaceuticals 
account  but  will 
also  advise  on 
other  "ethical" 
and  proprietary 
product  ac- 
counts serviced 
by  the  agency.  Dr.  Brown  read  phar- 
macy at  the  University  of  London 
School  of  Pharmacy,  and  served  his 
apprenticeship  with  Savory  &  Moore, 
Ltd.  For  his  doctoral  thesis  at  Cam- 
bridge, where  he  was  the  first  pharma- 
cist to  do  research,  Dr.  Brown  worked 
on  "The  synthesis  of  mono-fluoro  ali- 
phatic acids"  with  Dr.  B.  C.  Saunders. 
He  was  awarded  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Wellcome  Research  Fellow- 
ship in  his  final  year.  He  has  spent  two 
years  as  a  medical  and  science  reporter 
on  the  Daily  Express. 

PERSONALITIES 

MR.  H.  T.  ROGERS.  M.P.S.,  who 
has  been  in  business  in  Stroud  Green 
for  forty-one  years  has  retired.  His 
address  is  now  37  Rokesley  Avenue, 
London,  N.8. 

MR.  E.  R.  GREENSTREET,  a 
director  of  Lentheric,  Ltd.,  is  retiring 


on  June  30.  Mr.  Greenstreet  joined  the 
board  in  1960  and  was  asked  to  stay 
on  past  his  retiring  age  to  help  in 
various  reorganisation  plans.  This  he 
agreed  to  do,  but  now  feels  that  the 
time  has  come  for  greater  relaxation 

Local  Elections 

AMONG  the  pharmacists  who  were 
successful  in  the  recent  local  council 
elections  were:  Messrs  B.  J  Gray 
Westbury.  Wilts;  A.  T.  B.  Brodie 
Stamford,  Lines  and  H.  Hall,  Londor 
Borough    of  Richmond-upon-Thames 

DEATHS 

CARGILL.  —  On  May  7,  Miss 
Catherine  Isabella  Cargill,  18  Hillenc 
Road,  Arbroath,  Angus.  Miss  Cargi" 
qualified  in  1918  and  retired  from  the 
Register  in  1954. 

FAIRLESS.  —  On  April  30,  Mr 
William  Britton  Fairless,  M.P.S.,  61 
Gerard  Street,  Ashton-in-Makerfield 
Lanes.  Mr.  Fairless  qualified  in  1936 

GOODWIN.— On  May  20,  Mr. 
Gilbert  Harry  Goodwin,  M.P.S.; 
Casita.  Pages  Avenue,  Bexhill-on- 
Sea,  Sussex,  aged  sixty-eight.  Mr 
Goodwin,  a  former  mayor  anc 
alderman  of  Bexhill-on-Sea,  owned  a 
pharmacy  in  Bexhill  and  another  ir 
Eastbourne.  He  qualified  in  1921. 

MORRIS.  —  Suddenly,  on  May  22 
Mr.  David  Jones  Morris,  M.P.S.,  the 
Medical  Hall,  Clynderwen,  Pembrokes 
Mr.  Morris  qualified  in  1927. 

POPE.— On  April  1,  Mr.  Harry  Pope, 
M.P.S.,  4  Nunnery  Road,  Canterbury 
Kent.  Mr.  Pope  qualified  in  1920. 

ROBERTSON.— On  May  24,  Mr. 
James  Andrew  Robertson,  M.P.S.. 
aged  fifty-nine.  Mr.  Robertson  was 
general  manager  of  May  &  Bakei 
(New  Zealand),  Ltd.  Qualifying  iii 
1931  he  joined  Pharmaceutical  Sped 
alities  (May  &  Baker),  Ltd.,  in  1935 
beginning  work  as  a  medical  represen- 
tative and  becoming  general  manager 
of  the  New  Zealand  company  in  1944 
A  colleague  writes :  Government  De- 
partments in  New  Zealand  have  paid 
the  highest  tributes  to  him.  He  was  not 
only  the  doyen  of  the  pharmaceutical 
industry  there,  but  such  was  his  innate 
honesty  and  impartiality  that  he  was 
the  only  pharmacist  in  industry  evei 
to  be  invited  to  sit  on  the  MedicalH1,  s|' 
Advisory  Committee. 

ROSEN.— Recently,  Mr.  S.  S, 
Rosen,  aged  fifty-seven.  Mr.  Rosen 
was  a  director  of  James,  Samuel  & 
Co.,  Ltd..  Fairfield  Street,  Londoa 
S.W.I 8,  from  1950  to  1964. 

STEPHENSON.— On  May  9,  Mr 
Alfred  E.  Stephenson,  Crag  View. 
Colinsburgh,  Fife.  Mr.  Stephenson 
represented  Thomas  Kerfoot  &  Co. 
Ltd.,  from  1934  until  his  retiremen 
in  1965.  During  the  1939-45  war  hi; 
place  as  representative  was  taken  by 
his  wife,  Mrs.  M.  H.  Stephenson,  whe  " 
died  a  few  weeks  ago.  J 
I  AN  I  OR  Recently,  Mr.  Arthui  ;' 
Taylor,  M.P.S.,  Salisbury  House 
Ewood,  Blackburn,  Lanes.  Mr.  Taylo 
qualified  in  1912. 

WILSON.  —  On  May  5,  Mr.  Robert 
Christie  Wilson,  M.P.S.,  353  High 
Road,  London,  E.10.  Mr.  Wilson  quali- 
fied in  1913. 
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NEW  PRODUCTS  AND  PACKS 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 

Anti-diarhoeal  Sedative.  —  Zyma 
(U.K.),  Ltd.,  Catteshall  Lane,  Godalm- 
ing,  Surrey,  have  launched  a  new  speci- 
ality Sedacol  for  use  in  intestinal  dis- 
turbances with  or  without  diarrhoea. 
Each  brown  uncoated  tablet  contains 
200  mgm.  of  clioquinol  and  20  mgm.  of 
phanquone.  The  tablets  are  in  packs  of 
twenty  and  100. 

Management     of    Haemorrhoids. — 

Moore  Medicinal  Products,  Ltd., 
Waverley  House,  Aberdeen,  have 
launched  a  new  preparation,  Haemovia, 
for  the  conservative  management  of 
haemorrhoids.  It  is  being  introduced 
to  the  medical  profession  as  a  scientific 
approach  to  the  problems  facing 
patients  suffering  from  the  commoner 
ano-rectal  conditions.  The  speciality 
contains  025  per  cent,  w/w  of  ephe- 
drine  (as  decongestant)  and  2' 5  per 
cent,  w/w  of  salicylamide  (to  relieve 
painful  itching).  Titanium  dioxide  is 
present  to  protect  the  mucosal  surface 
and  protection  against  bacterial  infec- 
tion is  given  by  hexachlorophane.  The 
product  contains  no  steroid  component 
and  may  be  sold  over  the  counter  with- 
out prescription. 

Protective  Spray. — Parke,  Davis  & 
Co.,  Staines  Road,  Hounslow,  Middle- 
sex, are  adding  to  their  list  the  Aero- 
plast  and  Vi-Drape  ranges  of  surgical 
specialities  formerly  manufactured  by 
the  Aeroplast  Corporation,  Dayton, 
Ohio,  U.S.A.  Aeroplast  dressing  is  a 
sterile  protective  surgical  dressing  that 
is  sprayed  on  to  wound  areas  to  form 
a  transparent  flexible  waterproof  coat- 
ing that  renders  further  dressing  or 
bandaging  unnecessary.  It  is  indicated 
in  burn  therapy  for  wound  dressing  for 
the  prevention  of  excoriation  and  for 
the  protection  of  sutures  from  external 
friction.  The  dressing  is  easy  to 
apply,  prevents  wound  contamination 
and  skin  breakdown  over  pressure 
points.  Claimed  non-toxic,  the  pro- 
duct is  impervious  to  water  but  per- 
meable to  water  vapour.  The  pack  is  a 
6-oz.  aerosol.  Vi-Drapes  are  thin 
sheets  of  polyvinyl  film,  that  are 
colourless,  transparent  and  of  high  ten- 
sile strength.  Impervious  to  water, 
body  fluids  and  bacteria  but  permeable 
to  water  vapour,  they  were  developed 
to  minimise  risks  of  wound  infection 
in  surgical  operations.  The  drape  is 
applied  to  the  op- 
erative area  and 
the  incision  made 
through  it,  the 
drape  adhering 
firmly  to  the  inci- 
sional edge 
throughout  the 
operation;  it  pro- 
vides a  sterile, 
transparent,  water- 
proof, non-absorp- 
tive surface  over 
the  entire  operative 
field  seal  ing  off 
skin  pores  and 
hair  follicles  and 
thereby  preventing 
migration  of  resi- 
dent   bacteria  to 


the  operative  site.  Vi-Drapes  are  avail- 
able as  "instant"  and  "regular"  vari- 
ants, the  former  precoated  with  adhe- 
sive, the  "regular"  used  in  conjunction 
with  Vi-Drape  spray-on  adhesive  and 
especially  useful  for  hard-to-drape 
areas,  where  the  film  is  readily  moulded 
to  fit  the  contours  of  the  area  being 
draped.  The  range  also  includes  vaginal 
and  obstetric  bibs,  an  intestinal  bag 
and  adhesives. 

VETERINARY  SPECIALITIES 

Against  Lamb  Tapeworm. — A  new 

chemical  discovered  in  the  Wellcome 
Research  Laboratories,  and  which  has 
proved  successful  in  eliminating  tape- 
worm in  dogs  and  cats,  has  more 
recently  been  developed  in  a  formula 
suitable  for  young  lambs.  The  chemi- 
cal (bunamidine  hydroxy-naphthoate)  is 
being  marketed  by  Burroughs  Well- 
come &  Co.,  Euston  Road,  London, 
N.W.I,  in  the  form  of  a  powder.  Bu- 
ban,  to  be  made  into  a  drench.  Distri- 
bution is  being  restricted  to  veterina- 
rians. 

PRODUCTS  FOR  PETS 


Antiseptic. 

Ltd.,  Park 


mouth. 


—Phillips  Yeast  Pro- 
Royal  Road,  London, 
N.W.10,  have 
launched  for  veter- 
inary use  a  first-aid 
application,  Zemol 
pet  antiseptic,  with 
anti-fungal  and 
antiseptic  proper- 
ties for  soothing 
cuts  and  scratches 
and  promoting 
quick  clean  heal- 
ing. Suitably 
diluted  Zemol  may 
be  used  for  bath- 
ing eyes,  nose  and 
The  bottle  holds  53  mils. 


SUNDRIES 

Flip-top  Shaver. — Philips  Elec- 
trical. Ltd.,  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  Lon- 
don, W.C.2,  are  introducing  in  June  a 
Philishave  Flip  Top  (model  HP1103) 
shaver  complete  with  coiled  lead  and 
presentation  case.  The  twin  micro- 
groove  floating  heads  flip  open  at  the 
touch  of  a  button  for  easy  cleaning. 
Retailers  holding  stocks  of  the  Phili- 
shave Ensign  (model  HP1102)  are 
being   offered   credit,  through  whole- 


salers, of  7s.  7d.  on  each  model  as  a 
result  of  a  reduction  in  the  recom- 
mended retail  price. 

Lifeboat  First-aid  Outfit —B.C.B., 
Ltd.,  Exchange  Buildings,  Mount  Stuart 
Square,  Cardiff,  are  marketing  through 
shipping  chemists  a  newly-designed 
lifeboat  first-aid  outfit  that  has  been 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Trade  for 
use  in  ship's  lifeboats.  Dimensions  are 
101  x  8  x  3in.,  weight  31b.  A  recon- 
ditioning and  resealing  service  is  avail- 
able for  all  Board  of  Trade  and  Minis- 
try of  Transport  outfits  when  ingredi- 
ents are  outdated. 

COSMETICS  AND  TOILETRIES 

Cream  "Blusher." — Yardley  of  Lon- 
don, Ltd.,  33  Old  Bond  Street,  London, 
W.l,  have  launched  a  new  cosmetic,  to 
which  they  have  given  the  name 
"Cream  Blusher."  Available  in  petal- 
pink  or  peach-bloom  shades,  the 
product  is  designed  to  be  complemen- 
tary to  the  current  make-up  trend 
towards  fine  brows,  less  heavy  eyelines 
and  coloured  lips. 

Two  New  Sun  Products.  —  Latest 
additions  to  the  Ambray  range  of  pro- 
ducts are  a  non-greasy,  non-staining 
sun  lotion  that  screens  against  ultra- 
violet rays  and  a  "Sun  Soothe"  that  is 
moisturising  and  cooling  and  guards 


against  skin  dryness  caused  by  expo- 
sure to  sun  or  wind.  Both  products 
are  in  shatterproof  PVC  bottles.  The 
retailer  has  the  advantage  of  a  display 
rack  containing  eight  sun-tan  lotions 
and   four    bottles   of    "Sun  Soothe." 
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Ambray  products  are  made  by  E.  R. 
Holloway,  Ltd.,  Oldings  Corner,  Hat- 
field, Herts. 

Aerosol  Hair  Dressings  for  Men. — 
Bristol-Myers  Co.,  Ltd.,  14  Stratford 
Place,    London,   W.l,    have  launched 
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nationally  a  new  Vitalis  greaseless  hair 
control  in  aerosol  form  for  men.  The 
pressurised  container  holds  128  gm. 

Bronze  Lustres  for  Sun  Tanners. — 

Revlon  International  Corporation,  86 
Brook  Street,  London,  W.l,  have  made 
available  two  new  sun  products  in  their 
Bronze  Lustre  range,  "one  to  let  you 
tan,  the  other  to  keep  it."  Bronze 
Lustre  tanning  jelly  is  a  slightly  tinted 
gel  that  is  understood  to  promote  a 
fast  even  tan,  shielding  the  skin  from 
the  harmful  rays  of  the  sun  and  avail- 
able for  sensitive  as  well  as  normal 
skins.  Bronze  Lustre  after-sun 
moisture  lotion  is  a  moisturiser  that 
helps  the  user  to  avoid  the  "parched 
leathery  look  that  sometimes  follows 
too  much  sunning." 

A  Cream  for  Use  After  Sunning. — 

A  new  product  in  the  series  offered  by 
Harriet  Hubbard  Ayer,  63  Grosvenor 
Street,  London,  W.l,  is  Creme  Apres 
Soleil,  specially  made  to  be  used  after 
a  day  in  the  sun.  The  product  is  formu- 
lated to  "lock  in"  and  mellow  a  newly 
acquired  tan  and  to  make  it  last  longer. 
The  cream  is  used  at  sunset  ("after  the 
skin  has  stored  the  day's  sun")  and 
after  the  holidays  "to  prolong  the 
golden  look  of  summer."  Creme  A  pres 
Soleil  is  understood  to  prevent  peeling 
and  wrinkling,  penetrating  deeply  to 
nourish  and  moisturise  the  skin;  it 
cools  and  refreshes,  is  matt  and  in- 
visible. The  pack  is  a  white/gold  tube. 


SAMPLING  OUTER:  Customers  are  invited 
to  take  a  free  sachet  of  Johnson's  haby  lotion 
from  the  counter  display  outer  shown.  It  is 
available  from  the  makers,  Johnson  ■&  Johnson 
(Ct.  Britain),   Ltd.,  Slough,  Bucks. 


Bronzing    Gel    for    Men.    —  The 

Aramis  division  of  Estee  Lauder  Cos- 
metics, Ltd.,  18  Davies  Street,  London, 
W.l,  is  introducing  for  1968,  as  a  bron- 
zing gel,  a  transparent  concentrated 
skin  toner  for  men.  The  product  is 
colour-coded  in  three  shades  to  correct 
a  man's  skin  tone  "for  a  year-round 
summer  glow."  For  the  fair  skin  a  sub- 
stantial proportion  of  flesh  tone  is 
mingled  with  the  bronze;  the  normal 
skin  uses  a  simple  bronze;  and  for 
ruddy  skin  a  tawny  shade  tones  down 
the  type  of  face  that  reddens  rather 
than  tans.  Bronzing  gel  is  applied  after 
shaving,  it  is  understood  that  no  re- 
touching is  required  throughout  the 
day,  the  tan  staying  on  until  washed 
off. 

A  Series  of  Twelve.  —  Twelve  new 
"top  sellers,"  plus  new  "with-it" 
colours,  are  offered  by  Rimmel,  Ltd., 
140  Tottenham  Court  Road,  London, 
W.l.  They  are  Red  Rose  lipstick, 
"creamy  smooth  and  really  cool",  in 
gold-and-white  plastic  container  with 
push-up  action  in  golden  container 
with  twist-up  action;  lip  and  lid  gloss, 
for  use  by  itself  or  under  lipstick,  in 
gold-and-grey  plastic  container  with 
twist-up  action;  Red  Rose  and  Pink 
Shimmer  (pearlised)  nail  lacquers;  a 
set  of  pearl-pink  nails  complete  with 
adhesive,  adhesive  remover  and  four 
spare  nails  (in  slim  plastic  compact).  It 
may    be    used    unlacquered   or  with 


Rimmel  nail  lacquer;  Beauty  Glov 
hand  cream  in  polythene  tube,  Spo 
Clearing  face  wash,  in  amber  glas 
bottle,  to  keep  the  skin  clinically  cleai 
and  help  to  heal  and  prevent  spot 
and  blemishes;  a  herbal  face  mask,  fo 
greasy  skin  conditions,  blended  witl 
extracts  of  chamomile,  balm  min 
colts  foot,  sage,  wild  thyme,  parsle 
and  willow  leaves,  in  polythene  tub 
for  at  least  six  face-and-neck  treat 
ments;  Hide  and  Heal  medicated  cak 
make-up  (dark  and  light  shades)  ii 
gold  and  white  compact;  a  transluceri 
fluid  make-up  (in  polythene  tube)  tha 
does  not  change  colour  on  the  skir 
Make-up  stick  in  easy-to-apply  cream 
formulation  (and  in  light,  medium  an 
dark  shades);  for  the  eyes  a  dark  blu 
liner  in  liquid  and  cake  forms;  a  gree 
eye  liner  in  the  liquid  eye-liner  series 
mascaras  in  dark  blue,  charcoal  grey 
lash  thickener  and  brush-on  mascaras 
a  washable  eye-shadow  brush  in  plas 
tic  tube;  eye-shadow  applicator  in  plas 
tic  tube;  and  for  the  bath  a  perfume 
bath  essence  that  is  non-oily,  soften 
and  perfumes  the  water.  Pack  hoi 
enough  for  at  least  four  baths. 

Feminine  Deodorant  Spray. — Albert 
Culver  Co.,  44  Newington  Causewaj 
London.  S.E.I,  have  introduced  a  speci 
ality  FDS  feminine  hygiene  deodorani 
available  in  both  aerosol  and  sachi 
forms,  and  claimed  safe  for  use  on  th 
external  vaginal  area. 


TRADE  NOTES 


Again  Tax-free.  —  Upjohn,  Ltd., 
Crawley,  Sussex,  state  that,  following 
representations  to  the  authorities,  Uracil 
mustard  capsules  are  once  again  free 
of  purchase  tax. 

In  Metric  Dose. — Parke,  Davis  & 
Co,.  Hounslow,  Middlesex,  are  issu- 
ing Vanquin  suspension  from  June  4 
in  bottles  of  30  and  500  mils,  replac- 
ing the  1-oz.  and  16-oz.  packs. 

Specialists  in  Galenicals. — William 
Ransom  &  Son,  Ltd.,  Hitchin,  Herts., 
operate  all  processes  in  the  production 
of  galenicals  (growing  the  medicinal 
plants,  processing  and  testing  them). 

For  Clinical  Trials  Only. — Marshall's 
Pharmaceuticals,  Ltd.,  559  London 
Road,  Westcliff-on-Sea,  state  that  their 
speciality  Histaglobin  is  currently 
available  only  for  purposes  of  clinical 
trials 

A  Family  Size. — The  471  1  Cologn- 
ettes,  distributors  of  which  are  Scott  & 
Bowne,  Ltd.,  50  Upper  Brook  Street, 
London,  W.l,  are  now  available  in  a 
large  "family"  size  as  well  as  in  the 
previous  packs. 

Now  Tax-free.  —  Duncan,  Flockhart 
&  Evans,  Ltd.,  Birkbeck  Street,  Lon- 
don, E.2,  announce  that  Paramol-118 
(containers  of  twenty-five,  100  and 
250  tablets)  is  now  exempt  from  pur- 
chase tax. 

Boosted  as  Summertime  Drink. — 
Phillips,  Scott  &  Turner,  2  St.  Marks 
Hill,  Surbiton,  Surrey,  are  helping 
chemists  increase  sales  of  Delrosa 
orange  and  rose-hip  syrup  by  present- 
ing the  new  flavour  as  a  nutritious 
summertime  drink. 

Dropping  the  Suffix. — E.  R.  Squibb 
&  Sons,  Ltd.,  Twickenham,  Middlesex, 
remind  pharmacists  that  they  are  in 


the  process  of  removing  the  suffi 
"A"  from  the  Adcortyl-A  range  o 
topical  steroids,  but  that  compositio 
of  an  Adcortyl  product  does  not  dif 
fer  from   its  Adcortyl-A  predecessoi 

Own  Packs. — Now  available  fror 
Carter  Bros.,  Glen  Laboratories,  Shi 
ley,  Yorks.,  are  4  and  8  oz.  packs  o 
foot  and  bath  salts  printed  with  th 
retailer's  name  and  address.  A  larg 
range  of  designs  in  a  choice  of  colour 
are  available. 

Baby  Bath. — "A  quicker  and  easie 
way  to  bath  baby,  and  wonderful  a 
a  shampoo"  is  how  D.D.D.  Co.,  Ltc 
(distributors :  Dendron,  Richards  i 
Appleby,  Ltd.,  94  Rickmanswort 
Road,  Watford,  Herts)  describe  thei 
product  Kosili  baby  bath.  "It  eve 
treats  cradle  cap." 

In  "Sales-catching"  Pack. — Dhausi 


pads,  which  have  been  marketed  in  thi 
country  for  more  than  thirty  years  as 


means  of  removing  hair  and  beautify 
ing  the  skin,  have  been  given  a  ne^ 
"sales-catching"  pack.  Distributo: 
are  Alfred  Franks  &  Bartlett  Co.,  Ltd 
276  Vauxhall  Bridge  Road,  Londor 
S.W.I. 

Rumours  Unfounded. — H.  Bronnle 

&  Co.,  Ltd.,  BrackJey,  Northants,  refi 
to  rumours  in  the  Press  recently  tha 
the  company  has  been  bought  up  by  th 
Sudinan  International  organisatior 
New  York,  U.S.A.  They  state  that  ther 
is  no  truth  in  the  rumour.  Sudina 
International  is  an  American  firm  s{ 
up  to  handle  the  distribution  i 
America  and  in  some  central  and  Sout 
American  countries  of  Bronnley  soap 
and  toiletries,  all  of  which  are  mam 
factured  at  Brackley.  In  this  countr 
Messrs.  Bronnley  are  now  distributinj 
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Dunhill  toiletries  and  the  Molyneux 
perfumes,  both  of  which  are  carried  by 
Sudinan  International  in  addition  to 
Bronnley  products.  Messrs.  Bronnley 
now  export  from  Britain  to  fifty- 
three  countries  and  manufacture  also  in 
South  Africa  and  Australia. 

Bonus  Offers 

E.  R.  Holloway,  Ltd.,  Oldings 
Corner,  Hatfield,  Herts.  Two  sets  of 
PV  lashes  (value  13s.)  free  with  order 
for  nail-and-lash  bar  counter  display 
unit  and  showcard  (price  £8  5s.). 

Pharmaceutical  Specialities  (May 
&  Baker),  Ltd.,  Dagenham,  Essex. 
Anthisan  cream,  Avomine,  Brolene  and 
M.  &  B.  antiseptic  cream.  Ten  in- 
voiced as  nine.  Until  August  31. 

Golden,  Ltd.,  P.O.  Box  1BX,  Ber- 
keley Square  House,  London,  W.l. 
"Softly  Blond."  Fourteen  invoiced  as 
twelve.  On  introductory  order. 

Alberto  Culver  Co.,  44  Newington 
Causeway,  London,  S.E.I.  FDS  femi- 
nine deodorant  spray.  Twelve  sprays 
and  eighteen  sachets  invoiced  as  twelve 
of  each. 

Trentham  Laboratories,  214  Ark- 
wright  Street,  Nottingham.  Intrim. 
Fourteen  invoiced  as  twelve.  Until 
July  31.  (Through  wholesalers). 

Competitions 

Phillips  Scott  &  Turner  Co.,  2  St.  Marks 
Hill,  Surbiton,  Surrey.  £1.000  prize  in  "Win 
a  Nanny"  competition  was  won  by  Mrs. 
Jean  Pegoraro,  Verwood,  Dorset,  a  customer 
of   Boots,    Ltd.,  Bournemouth. 

HOLIDAY  CLOSINGS 

NORMAL  spring  Bank  Holiday  for 
manufacturers  in  the  industry  is  from 
Friday  evening  May  31  until  Tuesday 
morning  June  4. 

The  following  special  arrangements 
are  notified: — 

William  Ransom  &  Son,  Ltd.,  Hitchin,  Herts. 
Closed  from  Friday  afternoon  May  31  until 
Monday  morning  June  10.  No  goods  are 
being  dispatched  or  accepted  during  that 
period. 

Northern  Pharmaceuticals,  Ltd.,  Galen 
House,  Grattan  Road,  Bradford,  I.  Skeleton 
staff  only  available  from  10  a.m.  to  12  noon 
On  June  4. 

Beecham  Ethical  Distributors,  Great  West 
Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex.  Telephone- 
answering  service  may  be  used  during  holiday 
period  for  urgent  orders  for  B.R.L.  and 
Bencard  products;  the  orders  will  be  pro- 
cessed   immediately   the   office  reopens. 

Unichem,  Ltd.,  Crown  House,  Morden, 
Surrey.  Nuneaton  and  Walthamstow  depots. 
Full  normal  service  on  Saturday  June  1. 
Leeds  depot  closed  on  June  3  and  June  4; 
full  normal  service  available  on  June  1. 

The  following  have  notified  that 
urgent  supplies  required  over  the  holi- 
day may  be  obtained  from  John  Bell 
&  Croyden,  50  Wigmore  Street,  Lon- 
don, W.l:— 

Beecham  Ethical  Distributors,  Great  West 
Road,  Brentford.  Middlesex. 

Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  Wellcome 
Building,    Euston    Road,  N.W.I. 

Pharmaceutical  Specialities  (May  &  Baker), 
Ltd.,  Dagenham,  Essex. 

Pharmax,  Ltd.,  Thames  Road,  Crayford, 
Dartford,  Kent. 

Upjohn,  Ltd.,  Fleming  Way,  Crawley, 
Sussex. 

INFORMATION  WANTED 

The  Editor  would  appreciate  information  about: 

G63  ampoules 
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250  YEARS  OF  A  BOTANICAL  GARDEN 


Celebrations  at  Geneva 

C.  B   HOLLIDAY,  M  P  S. 


CURRENTLY  the  scene  of  250th  anni- 
versary celebrations,  the  Botanical 
Gardens  at  Geneva,  Switzerland  are, 
though  not  among  the  larger,  certainly 
among  the  most  interesting  to  the 
pharmacist,  of  such  gardens. 

Situated  close  to  Lake  Leman  (indeed 
the  herbarium  is  housed  in  a  large 
mansion  almost  on  the  lake  shore 
itself),  and  to  the  Palais  des  Nations, 
the  gardens  are  rivalled,  in  colour  and 
variety  of  the  flowers  in  the  early 
summer  sunshine,  only  by  Kew  itself. 

Founder  was  the  illustrious  botanist 
Augustin-Pyrame  de  Candolle,  and  the 
gardens  were  further  developed  by  his 
son,  Alphonse,  and  by  many  other 
world-famous  botanists,  among  them 
J.  Miiller-Argoviensis  and  J.  Briquet. 
At  present  the  gardens  are  under  the 
direction  of  Professor  Jacques  Miege. 

A  feature  of  wide  fame  is  the  rock 
garden,  in  which  plants,  not  only  from 
the  Swiss  Alps  but  also  from  many 
other  mountainous  regions  of  the 
world,  are  grown.  For  the  pharmacist, 
however,  the  main  interest  is  the  small 
plots,  laid  out  beside  the  paths,  in 
which  medicinal  plants  are  grown,  each 
carefully  labelled  (Plants  for  the  Blood 
Vessels  and  the  Blood;  for  the  Mouth, 
Throat,  and  Bronchial  Tubes;  for  the 
Kidneys  and  Bladder;  for  the  Eyes; 
and  so  on).  Other  plots  show  "Indus- 
trial Plants;"  "Plants  Containing 
Colouring  Matter;"'  "Perfume  Plants;"' 
"Plants  Yielding  Fibres;"  etc.  Along- 
side plants  internationally  accepted  as 
of  value  in  a  particular  disease  (digi- 
talis, hyoscyamus  and  liquorice)  are  les- 
ser known  plants,  many  accepted  in  folk 
medicine  but  now,  in  Great  Britain  at 
any  rate,  fallen  into  disuse  and  of  aca- 
demic interest  only.  Thus  "Plants  for 
the  Heart"  includes  Coffea  arabica, 
Convallaria  majalis  and  Adonis  ver- 
nalis.  Among  plants  for  the  blood  and 
blood-vessels  is  a  small  bush  of  Ephe- 
dra sinica,  side  by  side  with  buckwheat. 


Plants  illustrating  the  treatment  of  the 
mouth  and  throat  include  Glycyrrhiza 
glabra,  Malva  sytvestris,  Thymus  vul- 
garis, Verbascum  thapsi forme,  Linum 
usitatissimum,  Malva  neglecta  and  Cimi- 
cifuga  racemosa;  for  the  stomach,  such 
essential-oil-bearing  plants  as  species 
of  Mentha,  including  M.  piperita; 
Zingiber  officinalis;  Foeniculum  vulgaris 
and  Hyssopus  officinalis. 

Plants  providing  colouring  matter 
range  from  madder  (Rubia  tinctorium) 
to  woad  (Isatis  tinctoria),  and  in  a 
neighbouring  plot  have  been  planted 
such  kitchen  herbs  as  lovage  (Levisti- 
cum  officinale),  savory  (Satureja  hor- 
tensis)  and  caraway  (Carum  carvi),  all 
valued  in  the  cantons  of  Switzerland. 

In  a  walk  through  the  gardens  one 
frequently  encounters  a  name  familiar 
from  student  days.  There  is  a  fine 
specimen  of  Rhamnus  cathartica,  for 
example,  and  several  magnificent  bushes 
of  broom.  Older  pharmacists  will  re- 
call the  large  quantities  of  Succus 
scoparius  that  used  to  be  dispensed. 
There  are  various  species  of  euonymus, 
and  examples  of  Saccharum  officinarum, 
Carica  papaya,  and  Thea  sinensis.  One 
of  the  greenhouses,  in  where  is  a  fine 
orange  tree,  houses  also  a  small  bush  of 
Erythroxylum  coca. 

In  the  gardens  are  to  be  found  vari- 
ous species  of  aloes  as  well  as  the 
castor-oil  tree  (Ricinus  communis),  and 
specimens  of  gossypium.  There  are 
peppers  and  pineapples;  vanilla  and 
cocoa;  and  many  species  of  poppy  in- 
cluding Papaver  somniferum. 

All  the  plants  —  and  many  not  re- 
presented here  —  can,  of  course,  be 
seen  at  Kew  —  but  nowhere  else  can 
be  found  a  garden  so  compact.  In 
the  space  of  thiry  minutes  it  is  possible 
to  range  through  nearly  all  the  phar- 
macopoeias in  Europe,  or  at  any  rate 
those  —  and  there  are  still  some  — 
that  still  have  any  vegetable  drugs  left 
within  their  pages. 
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Correspondence 


Letters  when  received  must  bear  the  Dime 
for  publication.    The  Editor  does  not  hold 

Speeding  the  Film 

Sir, — I  have  read  with  interest  of  the 
marvellous  up-to-date  methods  of  de- 
livery of  the  new  Agfa  film  to  pharma- 
cies, but  would  it  not  have  been  quicker 
to  send  them  by  stage  coach? 

H.  G.  A.  Cripps, 
Hitchin,  Herts 

Prescription  Charges 

Sir, — I  have  just  received  the  official 
notification  of  the  2s.  6d.  prescription 
charge.  How  is  it  that  our  representa- 
tives did  not  from  the  start  refuse  any 
part  in  such  an  un-called-for.  clumsy, 
woolly-headed  scheme? 

J.  F.  Smith, 
Bournemouth,  Hants 

Sir, — Not  everybody  will  have  to 
pay  the  pernicious  prescription  charges. 
Various  groups,  such  as  elderly  mil- 
lionaires, convicts  and  drug  addicts, 
will  be  exempt  for  one  reason  or 
another.  But  this  "tax  on  the  sick" 
will  be  imposed  on  the  British  working 
man,  and  at  a  time  when  he  can  least 
afford  to  pay  it.  The  levy  represents, 
in  effect,  a  price  increase  of  2s.  6d. 
and  as  such  I  have  reported  and  com- 
plained about  it  to  the  Chairman, 
Prices  and  Incomes  Board,  Kingsgate 
House,  66  Victoria  Street,  London, 
S.W.I.  Your  readers  are  urged  to 
follow  my  example. 

Raymond  Hutchinson, 
London,  S.E.7 

Sir, — In  minimising  the  work  in- 
volved for  the  pharmacist  after  June 
10  to  a  single  operation  (C.  &  D.,  May 
18,  p.  453),  Mr.  J.  Wright  (secretary, 
National  Pharmaceutical  Union)  was, 
no  doubt  unintentionally  misleading  his 
audience.  At  the  very  least  the  pharma- 
cist's involvement  cannot  be  reduced  to 
less  than  five  operations,  apart  from  the 
actual  dispensing,  as  follows: —  (1) 
Accept  prescription  and  say  when 
ready;  (2)  see  if  exemption  is  claimed 
on  reverse  of  form;  (3)  if  so,  check 
that  form  has  been  signed,  and  address 
has  been  given;  (4)  if  not,  count  num- 
ber of  items  on  script  and  demand 
payment  of  charges;  and  (5)  if  required, 
give  receipt  on  E.C.57.  Most  of  these 
operations  are  purely  fiscal  and  a  com- 
plete waste  of  time  from  any  other 
viewpoint  than  that  of  raising  revenue. 
All  of  them  depend  absolutely  on  the 
willing  and  intelligent  co-operation  of 
the  patient,  or  his  messenger.  As  any 
pharmacist  in  retail  practice  must  know, 
this  cannot  always  be  relied  upon  in 
every  case.  For  instance  how  are  you 
going  to  explain  all  this  to  the  elderly 
and  deaf?  I  am  shocked  that  our  re- 
presentative vis-a-vis  the  Ministry 
should  demonstrate  that  he  is  appar- 
ently oblivious  of  the  many  snags  in 
the  interim  scheme.  Tom  Wilson, 
Nottingham 

"Advertising  Bribery" 

Sir, — In  the  name  of  sanity,  can  we 
not  in  some  concerted  way  destroy 
the  latest  repulsive  form  of  adver- 
tising bribery,  as  evinced  by  the  new 


and  address  of  the  sender,  not  necessarily 
himself  responsible  for  the  views  expressed. 

Airstrip  voucher.  I  humbly  suggest 
that  each  and  every  chemist  in  all 
England  send  in,  every  day,  every 
single  voucher.  Then,  if  we  can  by 
some  legal  means  demand  absolutely 
that  we  get  our  2s.  9d.  back  by  return 
post,  I've  no  doubt  that  we  will  have 
won  a  victory,  pyrrhic  or  otherwise. 
Since  that  will  ensure  at  least  that 
500  members  of  the  staff  of  Smith  & 
Nephew  will  be  devoted  solely  to  this 
job  alone.  Then  let  us  see  how  they 
feel !  S.  H.  Malitskie, 

Hugh  Lloyd,  Ltd., 
Watford 

Medicines  Bill  Standing  Committee 

Sir, — Your  report  of  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  House  of  Commons  Stand- 
ing Committee  (C.  &  £>.,  May  25, 
p.  466)  reads  :. — 

Mr.    Dean    said    that    in    his  view 

products  on  the  general  sale  list  needed 

little  safeguarding. 
It  would  appear  then  that  Mr.  Dean 
is  aware  of  the  contents  of  this  general 
sale  list.  Do  you  think  he  could  be  per- 
suaded to  tell  us  what  they  are?  As 
your  report  is  not  verbatim,  he  may 
have  said  that  the  "products  on  the 
general  list  should  need  little  safe- 
guarding." If.  however,  your  report  is 
correct,  then  Mr.  Dean  either  knows 
the  contents  of  the  list  or  has  made 
an  unreasonable  assumption. 

David  Rhodes, 
Northstead,  Scarborough 
[So  far  as  we  know,  the  list  has  yet 
to  be  compiled.  —  Editor]. 

Clerical  Work  Should  be  Paid  for 

Sir, — Once  again  the  Ministry  of 
Health  is  attempting  to  force  the  phar- 
maceutical profession  into  accepting 
a  grossly  inadequate  increase  in  re- 
muneration. The  Chemists'  Action 
Group  maintain  that,  if  the  Ministry 
expects  chemists  to  undertake  non- 
professional clerical  work,  then  we 
must  be  paid  an  adequate  additional 
fee.  A  minimum  increase  of  sixpence 
per  prescription  would  do  as  a  start. 
The  present  offer  of  one  penny  per 
prescription  to  August  31,  followed 
by  a  decrease  to  approximately  half- 
penny per  prescription  from  September 
1,  is  not  only  parsimonious,  it  is  an 
insult  to  our  profession.  The  Group 
calls  on  all  Local  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittees to  meet  their  contractors  imme- 
diately, and  to  give  our  negotiators  a 
mandate  to  return  this  offer  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  with  the  proposal 
that,  if  chemists  are  to  implement  the 
prescription  charges  scheme,  they  must 
be  properly  remunerated  for  the  addi- 
tional work  involved. 

Stanley  Blum,  Chairman, 
Chemists'  Action  Group 
of  Great  Britain, 
London,  W.ll 

Miss  M.  L.  L.  Stirk  Memorial 

Sir, — Friends  and  past  students  of 
the  late  Miss  M.  L.  L.  Stirk  may  wish 
to  know  that  it  is  proposed  to  establish 
a  suitable  memorial  in  recognition  of 


her  distinguished  service  for  twenty- 
five  years  as  a  biology  teacher  in  Sun- 
derland Technical  College.  Many  phar- 
macists will  recall  Miss  Stirk's  close 
association  with  the  School  of  Phar- 
macy in  Sunderland  and  will  remember 
with  gratitude  the  training  they  received 
under  her  guidance  for  the  intermediate 
examination  in  biology.  Because  of 
her  unique  and  selfless  contributions 
to  the  academic  and  social  life  of  the 
College,  she  was  held  in  high  esteem 
and  affection  by  both  students  and 
colleagues.  It  is  suggested  that  the 
memorial  should  take  the  form  of 
an  endowment  to  provide  an  annual 
prize  in  the  department  of  biology  in 
the  School.  Aiiyone  wishing  to  be 
associated  with  this  fund  is  invited  to 
send  a  contribution  to  the  Honorary 
Treasurer.  Dr.  B.  P.  Jackson,  "Miss 
M.  L.  L.  Stirk  Memorial  Fund,"  c/o 
School  of  Pharmacy,  Sunderland,  co 
Durham.  All  contributions  will  be 
acknowledged. 

Frederick  H.  Oliver, 
Head  of  School, 
Sunderland 

Candidates'  Thanks 

Sir, — May  I,  through  your  columns 
express  my  thanks  to  those  members 
who  voted  for  me  in  the  recent  Coun- 
cil election 

W.  H.  Jones, 
London,  N.W.10 
Sir, — May  I,  through  your  columns, 
be  allowed  to  thank  those  who  made 
my  return  to  Council  possible,  and  to 
assure  all  pharmacists  of  my  continued 
interest  on  their  behalf. 

Harry  Steinman, 
Manchester,  4 
Sir, — May  I,  through  your  columns 
thank  the  pharmacists  who  voted  for 
me  in  the  recent  Council  election.  I 
am  sorry  that  my  statement  of  policy 
did  not  appeal  to  the  non-voters. 

Wm.  F.  Patterson, 
Bakewell,  Derbys 
Sir, — May  I.  through  your  columns 
express  my  appreciation  and  gratitude 
to  those  members  of  the  Pharmaceu 
tical  Society  who  were  good  enough 
to  favour  me  with  their  vote  in  the 
recent  Council  election. 

Ithel  H.  Williams, 
London,  S.W.16 
Sir, — I  should  consider  it  a  favour 
if  you  would  allow  me  to  thank  those 
2,509  members  who  voted  for  me 
in  the  election  for  the  Council  of  the 
Society.  I  trust  that  their  discontent 
and  enlightenment  will  bear  fruit  next 
year. 

C.  R.  Thewlis, 
Middlesbrough 
Sir, — May  I  through  your  columns, 
thank  all  those  who  voted  for  me  in 
the  recent  Council  elections.  My  elec- 
tion to  the  Council  of  the  Society 
clearly  illustrates  the  confidence  which 
a  growing  number  of  pharmacists  feel 
in  the  Chemists'  Action  Group  and  in 
our  fight  to  place  the  pharmaceutical 
profession  on  a  sounder  footing  for  the 
future.  My  efforts  as  a  member  of 
Council  on  your  behalf  shall  be  as 
tireless  as  my  efforts  as  chairman  of 
the  Chemists'  Action  Group  have  been. 

Stanley  Blum, 
London,  W.ll 
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Pharmacy  Contributes  to  Surgery 

Will  the  time  ever  come  when  the  pharmacist  or  the 
pharmacologist  stands  before  the  television  camera 
holding  up  a  bottle  of  tablets  that  have  saved  a  life 
or  extended  it?  Perhaps  not.  The  industrial  pharma- 
cist, pharmacologist  and  chemist  are  by  the  nature 
of  their  work  retiring  and  confined  to  the  laboratory. 

It  is  natural  enough  that  the  spotlight  of  publicity 
in  the  recent  successes  of  organ  transplantation  should 
have  been  fixed  on  the  surgical  teams  performing  the 
operations  and  on  the  life  story  of  donor  and  patient 
alike.  Only  a  passing  reference  here  and  there  provided 
the  reminder  that  it  is  the  work  of  the  pharmaceutical 
industry  that  has  made  such  transplants  possible. 

The  principles  of  the  surgical  techniques  for  kidney 
transplantation  were  evolved  more  than  fifty  years 
ago,  when  Alexis  Carrel  introduced  the  round-body 
suture  needle  for  constructing  end-to-end  or  end-to-side 
arterial  or  venous  anastomosis.  The  operative  tech- 
niques on  which  heart  transplantation  is  based  have 
been  developed  to  a  peak  in  the  past  twenty-five  years 
in  the  surgery  of  heart  disease.  However,  the  biological 
principles  underlying  graft  rejection  were  not  under- 
stood and  no  means  could  therefore  be  suggested  to 
influence  them. 

Although  the  stage  for  successful  organ  transplanta- 
tion was  thus  set  many  years  ago,  the  problem  of  deal- 
ing with  immunological  rejection  blocked  any  further 
advance  in  the  field.  The  only  method  available  was 
total  body  ;t-ray  irradiation  which  in  near-lethal  dosage 
was  known  to  diminish  antibody  formation  against 
foreign  protein.  Only  with  the  introduction  of  immuno- 
suppressive drugs,  which  were  more  effective  and  easier 
to  control,  was  it  felt  that  organ  transplantation  could 
be  attempted  with  reasonable  chances  of  success. 

In  this  field  the  contributions  of  the  pharmaceutical 
industry  have  been  an  essential  part  of  the  success 
story,  the  most  important  contribution  being  the  intro- 
duction of  the  specific  immunosuppressive  agent  aza- 
thioprine  (Imuran),  which  has  proved  essential  in 
routine  use  to  prevent  graft  rejection. 

Azathioprine  was  originally  synthesised  and  developed 
in  1960  by  Hitchings  and  his  colleagues  at  the  Well- 
come Research  Laboratories  as  part  of  a  programme 
begun  in  1942  to  discover  antimetabolic  agents  of  value 
in  the  treatment  of  disease.  Although  radiomimetic 
cytotoxic  drugs  were  expected  to  suppress  the  immune 
response  in  the  same  way  as  irradiation,  their  toxicity 
generally  precluded  their  use.  The  finding  that  mer- 
captopuiine  would  suppress  antibody  production  led  to 


the  investigation  and  use  of  Imuran,  a  derivative,  as  an 
immunosuppressive  agent.  Since  that  time  the  com- 
pound has  been  shown  to  be  effective  in  prolonging 
the  survival  of  transplants,  and  to  be,  so  far,  and  in 
spite  of  some  limitations  and  imperfections,  probably 
the  safest  and  most  reliable  drug  in  this  respect.  At  the 
present  time  it  is  being  used  in  every  transplantation 
centre  throughout  the  world  as  part  of  a  standard 
regime  to  prevent  graft  rejection. 

Recently  the  publicity  surrounding  transplantation 
of  heart  and  liver  has  focused  attention  on  the  tech- 
nical aspects  and  the  dramatic  consequences  of  immuno- 
suppressive therapy,  but  to  the  immunologists  the 
greatest  challenge  is  to  control  graft  rejection  of  trans- 
planted skin,  a  much  more  difficult  thing  to  achieve 
than  the  successful  transplantation  of  heart  and  liver. 
Of  great  practical  importance  in  terms  of  relief  of 
human  suffering,  it  is  of  less  dramatic  interest  to  the 
public  and,  if  achieved,  is  unlikely  to  be  recorded  in 
massive  headlines. 

Nor  is  the  search  for  more  potent  and  safer  immuno- 
suppressive methods  by  the  pharmaceutical  industry 
likely  to  achieve  much  publicity.  Nevertheless  the  work 
continues,  and  one  of  the  most  promising  leads  con- 
cerns antilymphocyte  serum,  the  investigation  and  pro- 
duction of  which  is  being  conducted  by  a  medical 
Research  Council  team  (see  C.  &  D.,  June  17,  1967, 
p.  571).  Again  the  industry  is  making  an  important 
contribution. 

■ 

List  to  Port  and  a  Change  Ahead 

A  valued  feature  of  the  C.  &  D.  Quarterly  Price  List 
has  always  been,  we  well  know,  its  punctuality.  Sub- 
scribers have  had  it  in  their  hands  on  the  first  day  of 
each  quarter.  Sometimes  we  have  even  improved  on 
that  by  twenty-four  hours  or  more.  The  new  List  has 
reached  dock  on  an  even  keel  (sailors  please  pardon  the 
abuse  of  metaphor)  but  fractionally  overdue.  By  rights 
we  should  be  disappointed,  ashamed  even,  to  have  fallen 
behind  schedule  by  a  long  week-end.  Instead,  we  feel 
only  proud  and  relieved  at  having  come  so  close  to  it 
after  a  passage  of  extreme  difficulty. 

To  the  compilers  of  a  price  list  a  change  of  purchase 
tax  warns  of  storms  ahead,  hidden  rocks  and  break- 
downs of  communication.  They  are  in  for  a  prolonged 
and  frustrating  drudgery,  no  longer  buoyed,  as  on  the 
first  voyage,  by  the  prospect  of  navigating  waters  pre- 
viously uncharted.  In  those  days  there  was  the  satis- 
faction of  contriving  a  continuous  and  completely 
alphabetical  arrangement  usable  by  the  youngest, 
greenest  assistant,  ignorant  of  manufacturers'  product 
ranges  and  going  only  by  the  name  on  the  label.  This 
time,  every  manufacturer  had  to  be  asked  for  his  new 
prices,  and  they  came  to  us  rarely  in  our  own  alpha- 
betical or  columnar  sequence,  sometimes  in  no  recog- 
nisable logical  sequence  at  all.  We  had  to  dart  about 
from  say  p.  61  to  p.  155,  back  to  p.  97  and  on  to  p.  139, 
altering  prices  on  each,  gradually  building  up  the  num- 
ber of  corrected  entries,  never  able  to  complete  a  page 
and  get  it  quickly  into  the  printer's  hands,  ever  striving 
hard  for  the  final  click  into  completeness  —  which  in 
fact  never  quite  came.  Always  there  was  the  price  a 
manufacturer  had  omitted  to  notify,  perhaps  because 
he  had  dropped  the  product  without  saying  so,  but  still 
needing  further  time  and  effort  to  find  out  the  facts. 
There  were  the  items  on  which  we  were  left  to  calculate 
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the  tax,  or  for  which  the  retail  price  was  no  longer 
being  given.  There  were  the  new  products  suddenly 
appearing  from  nowhere  —  as  if  we  should  have  known 
about  them.  And  there  were  the  manufacturers  who 
ignored  letters  and  failed  to  respond  to  telephone  calls. 
Should  we  leave  in  their  entries  and  hope  the  new 
details  would  come?  Or  should  we  guess  the  product 
had  been  discontinued  (or  the  manufacturer  gone  out 
of  business)  and  take  it  out?  Always  the  work  was 
being  done  against  time,  and  ways  were  having  to  be 
found  of  giving  the  printers  a  chance  to  get  cracking 
on  their  own  stupendous  task  without  causing  confusion 
all  round. 

In  the  end  compilers  and  printers  together  have  come 
so  close  to  target  date  that  users  will  have  the  list  in 
their  hands  on  returning  from  their  spring  Bank  Holi- 
day. For  the  shortcomings  that  will  inevitably  be 
brought  to  light,  we  offer  apologies  in  advance.  Not 
knowingly,  of  course,  have  we  included  any  figure  we 
did  not  believe  to  be  correct,  but  past  experience  has 
proved  that  many  slips  will  be  brought  to  our  notice 
—  sometimes  helpfully,  sometimes  impatiently.  Either 
way,  however,  we  welcome  being  told:  the  worst  thing 
is  for  a  wrong  price  to  go  uncorrected. 

From  next  week,  too,  an  important  modification  is 
being  made  in  the  Cumulative  Price  Changes  supple- 
ment. Alterations  that  we  have  been  partly  trying  out 
in  the  non -cumulative  sections  in  recent  weeks  are 
being  adapted  permanently  in  the  cumulative  arrange- 
ment, to  which  we  now  revert  after  having  digested  all 
the  price  effects  of  the  purchase-tax  changes.  Each 
week's  pages  of  price  changes  will  be  numbered  con- 
secutively and  prominently  throughout  the  quarter, 
making  together  a  continuous  supplement.  Each  week 
readers  will  be  given  the  changes  of  the  week,  plus  page 
references  to  changes  previously  published  during  the 
quarter. 

It  follows  that,  instead  of  throwing  away  each  week's 
supplement  when  the  new  one  replaces  it,  as  was  the 
normal  practice,  price-list  users  will  now  need  to  retain 
each  week's  instalment.  To  make  it  easy  and  practic- 
able to  do  so  we  shall  be  providing  every  user,  later 
this  month,  with  a  spring-clip  folder  in  which  to  file 
the  instalments  in  order.  Reference  will  be  necessary 
only  to  that  folder  and  to  the  Q.P.L.  itself  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  current  price  of  any  product  listed.  Thus 
the  principle  that  has  made  the  C.  &  D.  price -listing 
system  so  immensely  popular  is  maintained,  but  now 
with  economies  in  paper,  printing  labour  and,  we  hope, 
a  time  advantage,  that  are  in  line  with  today's  pressures 
and  exhortations  towards  productivity.  Until  those 
binders  arrive  we  stress  again  how  important,  how 
essential,  it  is  to  keep  each  weekly  price -changes  instal- 
ment, and  to  keep  them  all  in  the  same  place.  Other- 
wise the  user  can  never  be  sure  a  price  he  needs  is  not 
in  pages  no  longer  in  his  possession. 

ON  THE  SIDELINES 

★  FORGOTTEN  PHARMACIST  ★ 
Some  commemoration  of  the  work  of  Christian  Friedrich 
Bucholz  is  called  for  on  the  150th  anniversary  of  his  death 
on  June  9.  For  this  pharmacist  and  professor  at  Erfurt, 
although  almost  forgotten  today,  published  a  considerable 
number  of  researches  on  chemical  topics  as  well  as  works 
on  pharmacy  such  as  a  "Syllabus  of  Pharmacy  with  Impor- 
tant Notes  on  Pharmaceutical  Chemistry",  and  his  "Pocket- 
book  for  Analysts  and  Apothecaries."  Christian  Friedrich 


should  not  be  confused  with  his  uncle,  William  Heinrich 
Bucholz,  an  apothecary  of  Weimar  and  Bergrath  who  pub- 
lished studies  on  formic  esters  and  hydrofluoric  acid.  Chris- 
tian Bucholz  from  the  age  of  thirty  made  far  more  analyses 
of  salts  and  minerals  as  well  as  preparing  many  compounds. 
His  name  should  be  linked  with  the  chemistry  of  sulphur 
compounds  such  as  the  two  chlorides,  with  sulphur  ses- 
quioxide,  and  with  his  proof  that  milk  of  sulphur  was  not 
a  hydrate  as  then  believed.  In  the  inorganic  field  there 
seemed  no  limit  to  the  range  of  Bucholz's  work  in  fixing 
compositions  and  properties.  He  studied  alkaline  earths, 
with  papers  on  barium  and  strontium  hydroxides,  on  cal- 
cium carbonate  and  gypsum,  and  on  the  preparation  of 
useful  barium  compounds  from  the  highly  insoluble  barium 
sulphate  or  barytes.  His  reduction  of  this  to  the  soluble 
sulphide  by  use  of  carbon  is  an  essential  process  still 
needed  today  in  barium  industries.  Turning  to  the  chemis- 
try of  heavier  metals  we  find  Bucholz  reporting  on  sep- 
arating processes  for  copper  and  silver,  for  iron  and  man- 
ganese, nickel  and  cobalt,  and  magnesium  and  calcium.  He 
studied  iron  oxides  and  sulphides,  salts  of  tin,  copper  and 
lead,  while  even  the  rarer  compounds  of  molybdenum  and 
the  preparation  of  the  metal  itself  were  within  his  powers. 
Apart  from  his  preparation  of  pure  potassium  cyanide 
Bucholz  studied  the  formation  of  hydrogen  cyanide  in  bit- 
ter almonds,  following  this  with  a  number  of  researches  in 
the  organic  field.  He  wrote  papers  on  ethyl  esters,  on  ace- 
tates, tartrates  and  citrates,  on  the  fermentation  of  lactose 
and  on  camphoric  acid.  In  1810  we  hear  of  Bucholz  start- 
ing a  scheme  to  improve  the  conditions  of  poor  pharma- 
cists in  old  age.  One  other  point  to  recall  is  the  way  in 
which  such  pupils  as  the  apothecary  and  Professor  Johann 
Trommsdorff  continued  Bucholz"s  fine  work  at  Erfurt  with 
further  analyses. 

NEW  BOOKS 

Commentary  on  the  Canon  of  Avicenna 

dr.  o.  C.  gruner.  Hamdard  Medical  Digest  Karachi,  5, 

Pakistan.  1 1  x  81  in.  Pp.  90.  8s. 
Dr.  Gruner.  well  known  for  his  cancer  research  work  in 
Montreal,  has  long  studied  the  philosophy  of  Avicenna 
(980-1037  A.D.).  His  first  publication  was  an  English 
translation  of  Avicenna's  "Treatise  on  the  Canon  of  Medi- 
cine" in  1930.  In  this  present  commentary  the  author  postu- 
lates the  value  of  Avicenna's  direct  approach  to  the  patient, 
as  distinct  from  the  laboratory  techniques  now  so  widely 
used.  In  his  view  medicine  lost  much  when,  lacking  a 
proper  understanding  of  the  principles  underlying  the  ele- 
ments, the  temperaments  and  the  four  humours  of  the  body, 
it  threw  these  overboard  once  the  scientific  era  of  the 
seventeenth  century  had  begun.  Writing  from  the  standpoint 
of  present-day  medical  science,  much  of  it  elaborated 
during  this  century,  the  author  reads  back  into  Avicenna's 
Canon  the  truth  of  what  he  expressed.  That  was  surely 
impossible  to  know  clearly  before  the  advent  of  Harvey 
and  the  anatomists  of  his  day,  let  alone  the  knowledge  now 
available  of  the  cell  structure  of  the  body.  One  example 
stands  out:  the  Canon  states  that  the  liver  is  the  seat  of 
manufacture  of  the  blood.  Dr.  Gruner's  comment  is  that, 
contrary  to  the  teachings  of  modern  haematology,  that  is 
absolute  fact.  The  correlation  of  the  various  faculties  are 
charted  and  described  in  great  detail,  as  is  the  diagnosis 
of  disease  in  relation  to  the  temperaments,  hot,  cold,  moist 
and  dry.  In  considering  the  pulse,  Avicenna  notes  its 
musical  character  and  rhythm,  about  which  the  Chinese 
had  also  written.  The  author  shows  that  urinoscopy  is  still 
important  in  diagnosis,  and  he  comments  favourably  on 
Avicenna's  regimens  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  The  whole 
commentary  is  valuable  in  the  light  of  medicine  as  practised 
under  the  Unani  system,  which  was  derived  from  the 
Greeks  through  the  Arabs  and  Muslim  rulers,  and  based 
on  polypharmacy.  It  brings  into  focus  the  work  of  the 
Institute  of  Health  and  Tibbi  Research  in  Pakistan  and  the 
fundamental  statement  of  the  Institute's  guiding  principles: 
"The  physician,  the  patient  and  the  medicine  are  all  under 
the  will  and  control  of  God — He  is  the  Healer."  The  Editor 
and  the  Times  Press  of  Sadar,  Karachi,  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  a  first-rate  production. — L.G.M. 


June  1 ,  1968 


THE    CHEMIST   AND  DRUGGIST 


495 


"OPEN  SHOP" 

By  E.  C. 

SOME  weeks  ago,  when  addressing  a  meeting,  the  sec- 
retary of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  (Mr.  Desmond 
Lewis)  suggested  that,  of  the  29,500  pharmacists 
registered,  no  more  than  21,500  were  actively  engaged  in 
any  type  of  full-time  pharmaceutical  work.  Now  it  seems 
to  me  that,  in  the  present  state  of  pharmaceutical  man- 
power, we  should  have  at  our  disposal  some  statistics 
rather  more  accurate  than  "perhaps."  I  therefore  had  a 
chat  with  our  local  Pharmaceutical  Society  branch  secre- 
tary, knowing  that  he  had  record  cards  of  all  the  members 
of  the  branch.  We  counted  the  cards  and  found  that  the 
branch  consisted  of  167  members.  We  then  proceeded  to 
examine  the  cards  in  the  light  of  our  local  knowledge  and 
produced  the  following  result: — 

Actively  employed       Retired  Part-timers 

Male  83  48  9 

Female  12  11  4 

and  of  the  active  persons  three  were  found  to  be  over 
seventy  years  of  age.  Of  those  assessed  as  retired  it  must 
be  admitted  that  perhaps  half  a  dozen  will  do  an  odd  day 
of  duty  in  a  serious  emergency,  but  cannot  in  any  way  be 
relied  on,  and  would  certainly  not  undertake  anything  so 
extensive  as  a  holiday  locum  duty.  The  part-timers  were 
made  up  of  elderly  men  and  married  women.  Their  re- 
liability is  variable,  but  everyone  concedes  that  they  do 
their  best.  One  point,  however,  is  obvious;  that  we  must 
have  a  much  higher  percentage  of  retired  people  than  most 
branches  for,  if  one  compares  our  figures  with  those  of 
Mr.  Lewis,  one  arrives  at  a  national  figure  of  around 
17,500  fully  employed,  against  his  suggested  21,500.  This 
is  a  large  discrepancy  and  it  highlights  the  necessity  of 
obtaining  a  more  accurate  idea  of  our  active  personnel. 
Might  one  suggest  that  this  could  be  obtained  by  approach- 
ing branch  secretaries  on  a  national  scale,  if  necessary 
offering  them  a  fee,  to  undertake  research  into  the  position 
in  their  branches?  It  might  be  that  we  would  arrive  at  a 
more  useful  set  of  figures  than  we  have  achieved  in  the 
past. 

Hornet's  Nest 

I  seem  to  have  stirred  up  rather  a  hornet's  nest  by  my 
comments  on  "N.P."  labelling  and  would  crave  the  opport- 
unity of  a  few  brief  replies.  To  Mr.  Brower  I  would  sug- 
gest that  "N.P."  labelling  is  just  as  likely  to  produce  as 
many  deliberate  suicides  as  it  will  save  accidental  poison- 
ings. It  would  be  a  brave  hospital  that  would  trust  the 
label  on  a  patient's  bottle  without  other  accurate  confirma- 
tion of  the  identity  of  the  contents.  I  would  assure  Mr. 
Eastwood  that  our  hosiery  records  would  enable  us  to 
trace  any  hosiery  other  than  the  Nylastik  type  supplied 
by  us  during  the  past  twenty  years;  that  for  several  years 
our  tablet  and  capsule  labels  have  been  designed  to  cope 
with  "N.P.,"  and  that  we  are  considering  redesigning  our 
other  labels  for  the  same  purpose.  I  agree  with  him  that 
there  are  isolated  cases,  such  as  the  digoxin/trinitrin  one 
which  he  mentions,  where  it  is  advisable  for  the  patient 
to  be  able  to  distinguish  between  the  two  tablets,  parti- 
cularly when  the  doctor  has  merely  marked  them  both  "as 
directed"  or,  even  more  likely,  omitted  any  directions. 
Those  cases  we  have  carefully  watched  for  and  dealt  with 
quite  adequately  long  before  ''N.P."  was  anything  but  than 
the  tiniest  of  clouds  on  the  horizon.  I  would  reasonably 
suggest  that  one  swallow  does  not  make  a  summer  and 
that,  likewise,  the  few  cases  do  not  justify  universal  "N.P." 
labelling.  Like  Mr.  Eastwood,  we  do  at  times  have  to  "owe" 
partial  quantities  on  prescriptions  but,  rather  than  rely 
on  recognising  the  tablets  in  a  patient's  bottle,  we  prefer 
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to  keep  proper  records  of  these  "owings."  I  am  glad  to 
have  Mr.  Kerr's  assurance  that  immediate  steps  will  be 
taken  to  see  that  the  extra  work  involved  is  reflected  in 
increased  remuneration,  but  would  respectfully  point  out 
to  him  that  the  taking  of  immediate  steps  by  the  Central 
N.H.S.  (Chemist  Contractors)  Committee  is  no  guarantee 
whatever  of  immediate  agreement  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  to  pay  the  extra  remuneration,  and  that  in  the 
present  economic  climate  it  is  probably  going  to  be  diffi- 
cult indeed  to  obtain  due  recompense  for  essential  tasks, 
let  alone  for  frivolities  of  this  nature.  Indeed  it  seems  to 
me  that  in  this  matter  the  Ministry  have  adopted  a  some- 
what neutral  role,  and  I  cannot  recollect  their  having  ex- 
pressed any  opinion  on  the  subject.  I  also  note  that,  when 
mentioning  "a  majority  of  medical  practitioners,"  Mr. 
Kerr  is  very  careful  to  qualify  it  by  "as  represented  by 
the  Local  Medical  Committees."  I  seem  to  remember  that, 
some  time  ago,  it  was  tentatively  agreed  that  further  dis- 
cussions should  take  place  when  the  majority  of  doctors, 
as  shown  by  prescriptions  actually  passing  through  the 
Pricing  Bureau  were  actually  using  "N.P."  I  would  suggest 
that  that  is  still  far  from  being  the  case  and,  for  that 
reason,  that  some  one  on  the  medical  side  has  managed  to 
stimulate  the  Local  Medical  Committees  to  give  the  sup- 
port that  has  been  found  lacking  among  the  individual 
doctors.  Finally  I  would  mention  that,  when  this  subject 
was  dealt  with  at  some  length  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee with  which  I  happen  to  be  connected,  there  was 
unanimous  agreement  that  it  should  be  registered  by  all 
possible  means.  In  this,  as  in  many  other  matters,  the  Phar- 
maceutical Committees  represent  the  views  of  the  "men 
on  the  ground,"  and  their  opinions  should  be  given  maxi- 
mum support. 

Pensionable  Age 

I  note  with  extreme  interest  that  one  of  the  items  for 
discussion  at  the  Hastings  N.P.U.  area  meeting  was  that  of 
pensions  for  pharmacists.  The  suggestion  is,  without  ques- 
tion, attractive,  and  it  does  appear  to  be  unjust  that  we 
should  not  be  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  other  profes- 
sions in  the  Health  Service.  However,  it  must  be  admitted 
that,  in  its  structure,  general-practice  pharmacy  is  much 
more  complex  than  medicine  or  dentistry  and  poses  more 
problems  in  this  respect.  It  could  be  that  the  time  is  ripe 
to  make  a  real  effort  to  solve  those  problems.  A  reason- 
able solution  might  help  towards  attracting  more  entrants 
to  the  retail  ranks,  which  have  every  indication  of  being 
sadly  depleted  in  the  not  very  distant  future. 

Drug  Share  Movements 

TREND  AGAIN  UPWARDS 

MR.  Cecil  King's  suggestion  that  the  country  was  on  the 
brink  of  its  worst-ever  financial  crisis  sent  prices  of  in- 
dustrial equities  sharply  into  a  downward  spiral.  But  the 
lower  level  quickly  attracted  fresh  support  and  the  trend 
was  again  upwards.  Investors  firmly  believe  that  inflation 
is  here  to  stay;  that  being  so  it  is  correct  to  buy  and  hold 
equity  shares. 

It  was  excitement  all  the  way  in  the  pharmaceutical 
section.  To  begin  with  there  were  strong  rumours  that  a 
bid  was  likely  for  Smith  &  Nephew  and  on  the  strength 
of  these  the  price  of  the  shares  was  moved  up  to  around 
18s.,  which  represented  a  rise  of  Is.  3d.  When  the  news 
broke  that  giant  Unilever  was  to  make  a  bid  the  price 
rose  to  21s.  9d.,  but  in  subsequent  days  strong  buying, 
which  seemed  to  be  founded  upon  hopes  of  a  better  bid, 
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hoisted  the  price  to  around  23s.  6d.  There  was  a  further 
price-booster  when  it  was  known  that  Newton  Chambers 
had  plans  to  bid  for  Jeyes  (Smith  &  Nephew  holds  more 
than  20  per  cent,  of  the  Jeyes  equity).  The  price  of  S. 
&  N.  moved  further  ahead  to  25s.  On  the  news  that  the 
Unilever  bid  had  been  turned  down  by  the  S.  &  N.  board 
and  taking  into  account  the  latest  profits  forecast  the 
price  advanced  to  26s.  6d.  There  was  a  bout  of  profit- 
taking  that  clipped  back  the  price  to  around  23s.  6d.,  but 
shares  were  later  lifted  to  24s.  6d.  on  renewed  hopes  of  a 
revised  Unilever  bid,  which  in  fact  was  made  and  again 
rejected.   Subsequently  they  fell  to  21s.  8d. 

Then  came  the  news  of  the  proposed  merger  of  Boots 
and  Timothy  Whites  &  Taylors.  Earlier,  Timothy  Whites 
had  been  a  firmer  market  at  around  16s.  following  the 
chairman's  encouraging  statement.  On  the  other  hand 
Boots  had  been  lowered  sharply  by  2s.  6d.  at  26s.  follow- 
ing disappointment  with  the  latest  results,  particularly  with 
the  decision  to  restrict  the  dividend  to   1449  per  cent. 


Immediately  in  front  of  the  bid  news  Timothy  Whites 
stood  at  around  16s.  and  Boots  at  24s.;  immediately  fol- 
lowing they  read  17s.  and  25s.  7|d.  respectively. 

After  a  rather  dull  patch  when  the  price  dipped  to  around 
74s.  6d.  Glaxo  fell  further  on  news  of  a  rights  issue. 
Sanitas  Trust  were  a  fairly  steady  market;  the  price  rose 
to  14s.  3d.  before  the  news  that  London  Merchant  Securi- 
ties had  secured  a  controlling  stake,  but  they  were  a 
shade  easier  at  13s.  later.  Fisons  were  a  firm  spot  follow- 
ing the  board's  confidence  that  profits  for  the  current  year 
would  be  sufficient  to  cover  adequately  a  maintained  10} 
per  cent,  distribution.  The  price  touched  a  new  peak  of 
60s.,  but  profit  taking  developed  and  they  were  a  few 
shillings  up  on  balance  at  54s.  6d.  later.  Eucryl  Group 
responded  to  the  chairman's  comment  that  a  good  start 
has  been  made  to  the  current  year  and  the  price  improved 
3s.  9d.  at  15s.  6d.  Cussons  added  Is.  3d.  at  14s.  while  Gala 
Cosmetics  were  wanted  and  in  a  thin  market  increased  4s. 
at  54s.  Bellair  Cosmetics,  however,  shed  Is.  3d.  at  32s. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 

MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  COUNCIL 


DISSATISFACTION  was  expressed  at  the  monthly 
meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  So- 
ciety of  Ireland  in  Dublin  on  May  14  with  the  regu- 
lations recently  introduced  by  the  Department  of  Health  to 
control  the  sale  of  paraquat. 

Mr.  H.  P.  Corrigan  said  that  the  stipulation  in  the 
regulations  that  the  preparation  shall  be  sold  in  the  original 
bottles  as  obtained  from  the  manufacturers  ran  counter 
to  the  right  of  pharmacists  to  mix  poisons  and  break  bulk. 
The  stipulation  should  only  apply  to  traders. 

The  Registrar  (Mr.  J.  G.  Coleman)  said  he  had  already 
mentioned  the  matter  to  officials  of  the  Department  who 
had  assured  him  that  the  measure  was  only  a  temporary  one 
and  could  not  be  regarded  as  a  precedent  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  more  permanent  legislation.  Mr.  J.  P.  O'Donnell 
objected  that  the  fact  that  the  measure  was  temporary 
was  all  the  more  reason  why  distribution  should  be  con- 
fined to  pharmacists. 

A  Protest 

The  registrar  was  instructed  to  write  to  the  editor  of 
the  Farmers'  Journal  protesting  against  an  editorial  that 
had  stated  that  the  new  regulations  had  been  introduced 
as  a  result  of  a  number  of  regrettable  deaths  caused  by 
people  who  drank  Gramoxone  "from  poorly  labelled 
bottles  purchased  from  chemists  who  had  sold  the  weed- 
killer in  small  quantities  made  up  in  their  shops."  The 
registrar  explained  that  the  tragedies  had  all  resulted  from 
purchases  made  in  supermarkets  and  similar  outlets.  He 
had  written  to  the  garda  authorities  requesting  a  list  of 
such  fatalities  in  the  past  two  years.  In  addition,  he  had 
written  to  each  county  council  pointing  out  that  the  state- 
ments made  by  purveyors  of  paraquat  and  by  the  Farmers' 
Journal  that  a  licence  to  sell  poisons  could  be  obtained 
by  any  trader  for  a  nominal  fee  of  Is.  was  misleading.  He 
had  outlined  the  conditions,  in  regard  to  standards  of 
education,  intelligence  and  the  need  of  the  particular  area, 
that  must  be  satisfied  before  a  licence  could  be  granted  to 
such  people  under  the  1908  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Acts. 

Mr.  D.  J.  Kennelly  said  that  unless  rural  pharmacists 
took  a  greater  interest  in  all  matters  relating  to  insecti- 
cides, fungicides  and  herbicides  they  would  not  only  lose 
out  on  their  sale  but  the  claim  of  pharmacists  to  be  the 
sole  distributors  of  all  poisons  would  be  weakened.  He 
would  like  the  Council  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  director 
of  the  Agricultural  Institute  (Dr.  T.  Walsh)  who  had 
already  intimated  that  he  would  be  prepared  to  help  the 
Post-graduate  Education  Committee  arrange  suitable 
courses  for  rural  pharmacists.  He  proposed  that  that  should 


be  examined  without  delay  by  the  veterinary  subcom- 
mittee and  the  Practice  of  Pharmacy  Committee.  Mr.  M. 
F.  Walsh  seconded. 

Mr.  O'Donnell  described  the  paraquat  regulations  as 
"retrograde"  and  recalled  that,  when  a  deputation  from 
the  Council  had  met  the  then  Minister  for  Health  in  1961, 
he  had  expressed  the  opinion  that  licences  to  sell  poisons 
should  only  be  obtainable  on  application  to  the  courts. 
The  Council  should  try  to  ensure  that  such  licences  were 
not  granted  ad  lib.  through  local  authorities. 

When  the  Registrar  stated  the  Department  of  Health 
had  informed  him  that  the  Society  was  one  of  the  bodies 
that  could  prosecute  under  the  new  regulations,  Mr.  M. 
Power  said  that  they  should  be  supplied  with  a  list  of 
holders  of  licences  under  the  1908  Act  without  having 
to  apply  to  the  local  authorities  on  payment  of  a  fee.  The 
regulations  under  the  1908  Act  were  unsatisfactory  as  a 
junior  official  of  a  county  council  frequently  issued  such 
licences. 

The  President  (Mr.  M.  L.  Cashman)  said  "We  must 
assume  that  the  provisions  of  these  new  regulations  do  not 
interfere  with  our  rights."  It  was  well  known  that  the 
paraquat  that  had  caused  the  tragedies  had  not  been  pur- 
chased in  pharmacies.  No  pharmacist  would  issue  such  a 
potent  substance  without  labelling  it  properly. 

Draft  Code  of  Ethics 

The  Council  agreed  to  refer  to  the  Practice  of  Pharmacy 
Committee  a  suggestion  made  by  Mr.  Kennelly  at  the  April 
meeting  (see  C.  &  £>.,  April  20,  p.  356)  that  a  code  of 
ethics  be  drafted  to  which  members  should  subscribe 
voluntarily.  The  Registrar,  in  reply  to  a  query,  agreed 
that  a  member  might  be  removed  from  the  list  of  members 
and  refused  re-election  if  guilty  of  an  act  or  omission 
contrary  to  accepted  standards.  They  had  the  opinion 
of  counsel  that  the  Council  was  under  no  obligation  to 
elect  anybody  as  a  member,  but  had  the  right  to  refuse 
membership.  It  was  agreed  that  extracts  from  the  Society's 
draft  code  of  ethics  should  be  circulated  to  members 
later.  Mr.  Kennelly  stressed  that  when  a  licentiate  be- 
came entitled  to  the  privileges  of  membership  he  should 
be  expected  to  live  up  to  the  obligations  involved. 

Arising  out  of  the  Law  Committee  report  it  was  stated 
that  a  special  meeting  would  be  held  to  consider  the  prob- 
lems associated  with  the  term  "temporary  absence"  as 
applied  to  pharmaceutical  assistants. 

The  inspector  (Mr.  P.  Cummins)  reported  that  he  had 
found  a  locum  who  had  lapsed  from  the  Register  in  charge 
of  a  pharmacy.  The  locum  had  explained  that  she  had 
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not  practised  for  many  years  and  was  not  aware  that  a 
retention  fee  was  necessary  "merely  to  do  an  odd  locum." 
Pharmacists  were  recommended  to  check  in  the  calendar 
of  the  Society  before  employing  temporary  staff. 

The  registrar  reported  that  the  Department  of  Health 
had  forwarded  a  grant-in-aid  of  £23,000  representing 
the  total  grant  provided  in  aid  of  pharmaceutical  educa- 
tion for  the  financial  year  1968-69. 

Mr.  Walsh  said  it  was  a  pity  that  there  was  no  pro- 
vision for  helping  in  postgraduate  education,  which  would 
be  of  great  importance  in  the  future.  No  money  had  ever 
been  given  by  the  State  to  help  that  committee.  Mr.  R. 
J.  Semple  said  a  number  of  pharmacists  had  told  him 
they  would  be  prepared  to  pay  a  larger  membership  fee 
if  lectures  could  be  provided  throughout  the  country. 

The  Registrar  stated  that  Dr.  Woodcock,  Jervis  Street 
Hospital,  had  written  asking  for  the  Society's  co-operation 
in  running  the  hospital's  tablet  identification  centre. 

Mr.  Kennelly  recalled  that  one  of  the  conditions  on 
which  the  Society  had  been  given  its  identification  slides 
and  ancillary  equipment  was  that  it  was  to  be  retained  by 
the  Society.  It  was  decided  to  reply  to  Dr.  Woodcock 
intimating  that  the  Society  would  co-operate  in  running 
the  service  but  that  they  would  continue  to  operate  their 
own  tablet  indentification  system  on  an  independent 
basis. 

The  registrar  reported  the  deaths  of  Helena  Rose  Hay, 
M.P.S.I.;  Juliana  Meehan,  L.P.S.I.;  Montgomery  Martin, 
M.P.S.I.  and  John  J.  Power,  M.P.S.I.  The  President 
said  they  were  all  deeply  grieved  to  learn  of  the  unexpected 
deaths  of  Mr.  Martin  and  Mr.  Power  and  asked  that  the 
sympathy  of  the  Council  should  be  conveyed  to  their 
widows  and  families. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  names  of  Patrick  J.  Cronin,  L.P.S.I., 


Thomas  Lyons,  L.P.S.I.  and  Christopher  Duncan,  Assistant, 
should  be  restored  to  the  Registers. 

The  licence  certificate  of  Lawrence  K.  Boateng,  78  Ken- 
sington Gardens  Square,  London,  W.2,  was  signed  and  sealed. 

Mary  D.  Murphy,  The  Medical  Hall,  Macroom,  co.  Cork, 
was  granted  preliminary  registration  in  the  Pharmaceutical 
should  be  restored  to  the  Registers. 

Dr.  O'Malley  and  Dr.  J.  A.  O'Sullivan,  who  had  submitted 
L.A.H.  certificates,  were  registered  as  pharmaceutical  chemists. 

The  following  changes  of  address  were  noted: —  Mrs.  C. 
Curran,  L.P.S.I.,  to  4  High  Street,  Kilkenny;  Mrs.  Mary  R. 
Gardiner,  L.P.S.I.,  to  13  Kilteragh  Road,  Foxrock,  co.  Dublin; 
Mrs.  Bernadette  McCann,  L.P.S.I.,  to  12  Orchardton,  Rath- 
farnham,  Dublin  14;  Miss  Barbara  O'Connell,  M.P.S.I.,  to  22 
Gilford  Road,  Sandymount,  Dublin  4;  S.  Gardiner,  M.P.S.I.,  to 
13  Kilteragh  Road,  Foxrock,  co.  Dublin;  J.  Keane,  M.P.S.I., 
to  25  Altamount  Park,  Kilkenny;  J.  O'Dea,  M.P.S.I.,  to  121 
Clonmel  Estate,  Ballymun,  Dublin  11;  A.  J.  Sweeney,  M.P.S.I., 
to  Ard-Lui,  Gurteenroe,  Macroom,  co.  Cork;  B.  Murphy, 
M.P.S.I.,  to  18  Hall  Road,  London,  N.W.8;  M.  J.  Cullen, 
L.P.S.I.,  to  9  Merval  Drive,  Ennis  Road,  Limerick;  Mrs.  Marie 
Herlihy,  Asst.,  to  Marimont,  Beaumont  Lawn,  Cork;  Miss 
Maura  Mangan,  Asst.,  to  55  Brighton  Road,  Rathgar,  Dublin. 

The  following  were  elected  to  membership:  Rosario  Copps 
(nee  Leahy),  L.P.S.I.,  Mallow,  co.  Cork;  Joan  N.  McMahon, 
L.P.S.I.,  Blackrock,  co.  Dublin;  M.  Browne,  L.P.S.I.,  Ennis- 
corthy,  co.  Wexford;  F.  E.  Burgess,  L.P.S.I.,  Ballsbridge,  Dub- 
lin 4;  J.  F.  Long,  L.P.S.I.,  O'Connell  Street,  Dublin,  and  J. 
P.  McCluskey,  L.P.S.I.,  Carrigallen,  co.  Leitrim. 

Nominated  for  membership  were:  Mary  A.  O'Callaghan, 
L.P.S.I.,  St.  Joseph's  Street,  Limerick;  Lawrence  K.  Boateng, 
L.P.S.I.,  78  Kensington  Gardens  Square,  London,  W.2;  Patrick 
J.  Cronin,  L.P.S.I.,  Raheny,  Dublin  5;  John  M.  Kerins,  L.P.S.I., 
Macroom,  co.  Cork;  Austin  Kinsella,  L.P.S.I.,  Edenderry,  co. 
Offaly;  Thomas  Lyons,  L.P.S.I.,  Model  Farm  Road,  Cork  and 
Patrick  F.  Twohig,  L.P.S.I.,  Goatsown  Road,  Dublin,  14. 

A  number  of  grants  were  passed  for  payment  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  which  followed. 


SHOP  TOPIC— 6 

Don't  Miss  the  Extra  Sale 


EVEN  when  shop  location  is  good  and  there  is  an  ample 
pedestrian  flow  in  the  street  outside,  it  may  still  be  a  prob- 
lem to  get  people  inside  the  shop.  Encouraged  perhaps  by 
a  need  and  your  reputation  and  window  display,  a  cus- 
tomer opens  your  shop  door  and  steps  inside. 

When  this  happens,  do  you  recognise  it  as  a  piece  of 
good  fortune?  After  all,  it  provides  your  business  with 
three  opportunities.  First,  to  sell  the  item  the  customer 
came  in  for.  Second,  to  sell  at  this  same  time  something 
extra.  Third  place,  to  turn  a  chance  customer  into  a  regu- 
lar customer  and  thus,  over  a  period,  make  many  extra 
sales. 

Surprising  How  They  Mount! 

How  extra  sales  can  mount  up  in  total  value  can  be 
quite  surprising.  Even  if  only  100  customers  visit  the  shop 
in  a  day,  extra  sales  amounting  to  an  average  of  one  shill- 
ing per  head  would  put  the  weekly  turnover  up  by  £27  10s. 
And  most  of  the  gross  margin  on  that  business  would  be 
net  profit  because  it  is  unlikely  that  any  extra  expense 
would  be  involved  in  handling  the  extra  £27  10s.  of  turn- 
over. 

The  first  anxiety  will  obviously  be  to  sell  what  the  cus- 
tomer came  in  for.  You  will  make  sure  of  that  before  allow- 
ing your  mind  to  turn  to  the  possibility  of  an  extra  sale. 
If  your  purpose  is  confused  your  selling,  too.  may  become 
confused.  The  customer  may  get  moidered  and  even  go 
away  to  think  again. 

In  seeking  the  extra  sale,  it  is  important  to  remember 
that  any  selling  should  be  "low-pressure"  rather  than  "high- 
pressure".  Nothing  is  so  off-putting  to  many  customers  as 
being  importuned  to  make  a  specific  extra  purchase.  Thus 
a  request  for  hand-cream  may  open  the  way  for  your 
mentioning  gloves.  "Yes",  you  might  say,  "this  will  help 


your  hands  quite  a  lot,  especially  if  you  also  use  rubber 
gloves  for  washing  and  washing  up". 

As  in  such  extra  sales,  if  achieved,  will  often  be  of  some- 
thing that  "goes  with"  the  first  purchase,  or  arises  in  the 
course  of  a  conversation  about  it.  Half  the  secret  of  selling 
extra  items  lies  in  thinking  hard  about  what  items  would 
be  associated  with  the  one  in  front  of  the  customer.  In  the 
average  mind,  what  is  associated  with  what? 

A  walk  around  the  shop  will  reveal  whether  linking 
items  are  displayed  together,  or  can  rapidly  be  brought 
together  for  a  customer's  consideration.  If  merchandise  is 
cleverly  linked  in  window  and  interior  displays,  such  dis- 
plays can  often  help  the  extra  sale  as  well  as  the  initial  one. 

Because  you  are  making  your  selling  "low-pressure", 
additional  items  will  be  mentioned  casually.  The  great 
advantage  of  that  is  that  you  or  your  assistant  will  appear 
to  be  imparting  information  to  the  customer  and  not  directly 
suggesting  a  further  purchase.  Unless  the  selling  is  in  that 
spirit,  the  customer  may  begin  to  build  sales  resistance.  To 
a  woman  buying  a  hot-water  bottle  who  says  the  weather 
is  so  cold  that  she  needs  two,  it  could  be  fair  to  remark, 
"Many  people  find  an  electric  blanket's,  the  real  answer". 

Your  passing  reference  to  an  associated  item,  provided 
there  is  no  selling  pressure,  may  encourage  a  customer  to 
open  out  on  some  other  problem  she  has.  Your  easy  style 
can  make  her  think  she  may  learn  something  helpful 
from  chemist  or  assistant,  without  being  bullied  to  buy. 
In  all  your  efforts  to  make  an  extra  sale  you  will  draw 
many  blanks,  but  you  will  also  have  quite  a  number  of 
successes.  And  all  the  ideas  that  you  put  into  a  customer's 
mind  have  a  chance  of  germinating  over  a  period.  She 
may  come  back  tomorrow,  or  next  week,  or  next  month, 
to  buy  some  extra  item  you  mentioned. 

STANLEY  TOWNSEND 
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ON  May  7  the  Medicines  Bill  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons 
agreed  clauses  61  and  62  [clauses  con- 
cerned with  retail  sales  and  manage- 
ment after  discussing  a  proposed 
amendment  requiring  the  word  "phar- 
macy" to  be  prominently  displayed 
outside  premises  in  which  a  pharma- 
ceutical business  was  carried  on. 

Mr.  Ogden  said  that  the  clause  would 
be  a  guarantee  of  the  nature  of  the 
business  and  the  safety  standards  re- 
quired. The  Minister  (Mr.  Kenneth 
Robinson)  agreed  that  there  was  a  case 
requiring  the  description  '"pharmacy"  to 
be  universally  used  so  as  to  distinguish 
registered  pharmacies  from  other  estab- 
lishments at  which  medicinal  products 
were  sold,  but  he  thought  the  appro- 
priate place  to  do  so  was  in  regula- 
tions under  Clause  70.  The  amendment 
was  withdrawn. 

Responsibilities  of  Superintendents 

The  next  amendment,  named  by  Mr. 
Ogden  was  "to  ensure  that,  so  far 
as  possible,  the  authority  or  responsi- 
bility of  a  superintendent  pharmacist 
of  a  body  corporate  should  be  as  close 
as  possible  to  that  of  an  individual 
pharmacist.  It  suggested  that  the  phar- 
macist and  superintendent  pharmacist 
of  the  body  corporate  should  be  a 
member  of  the  board  of  that  body  cor- 
porate and  the  person  who,  in  relation 
to  the  board,  has  sole  authority  and 
responsibility  (a)  over  the  nature,  qual- 
ity, and  adequacy  of  amount  of  goods 
and  services  of  all  kinds  reasonably 
necessary  to  enable  an  adequate  phar- 
maceutical service  to  be  provided;  (b) 
(in  relation  to  the  pharmaceutical  ser- 
vice) for  the  control  of  staff  and  allo- 
cation of  duties  to  individual  members; 
for  the  observance  of  all  legal  and 
professional  requirements;  and  the 
conditions  in  the  pharmacy;  and  (c)  for 
the  settlement  of  all  questions  concern- 
ing the  nature  and  extent  of  the  phar- 
maceutical service  or  which  involve 
in  any  way  pharmaceutical  knowledge. 
Another  amendment  would  require  the 
registrar  to  be  informed  when  a  super- 
intendent pharmacist  ceased  to  act  in 
that  capacity  and  Mr.  Ogden  also  pro- 
posed that:  — 

Any  member  of  the  board  or  officer  of  or 
person  employed  by  a  body  corporate  who 
wilfully  obstructs  in  the  proper  perform- 
ance of  his  duties  the  superintendent  or  the 
pharmacist  under  whose  personal  control 
the  business  is  being  carried  on  at  any 
premises,  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence. 

No  person  in  respect  of  whom  there 
exists  a  direction  of  the  Statutory  Com- 
mittee pursuant  to  section  71(3)  of  this 
Act,  shall  be  a  director  of  or  directly  or 
indirectly  take  part  in  or  be  concerned  in 
the  management  of  any  body  corporate 
carrying  on  a  retail  pharmacy  business. 

He  said  the  superintendent  pharmacist's 
sphere  of  authority  ought  to  be  de- 
fined. The  purposes  of  the  Bill  de- 
pended upon  the  superintendents  hav- 
ing full  control  over  matters  involving 
his  professional  knowledge  and  judg- 
ment over  commercial  considerations 
"and  that  he  should  not  have  to  answer 
to  persons  unqualified  in  these  mat- 


ters." That  state  of  affairs  could  only 
be  achieved  by  giving  the  superinten- 
dent an  "unequivocal  status"  in  law. 
Mr.  Scott-Hopkins  declared  the  words 
"who  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  the 
body  corporate"  to  be  unnecessary. 
Resisting  the  amendments  Mr.  Robin- 
son said  that,  following  existing  law, 
some  encouragement  should  be  given 
to  corporate  bodies  to  allow  their 
pharmacist  superintendents  a  voice  in 
the  policy-making  body,  but  to  recog- 
nise that  participation  in  corporate  dis- 
cussions when  the  pharmacist  might  be 
out-voted  presented  difficulties  for  some 
organisations  and  was  of  less  funda- 
mental importance  than  to  ensure  that 
the  superintendent  should  have  full 
responsibility  in  the  relevant  manage- 
ment function.  There  was  a  possibility 
of  a  modification  later  by  means  of  an 
order  under  Clause  64.  The  amend- 
ments were  withdrawn. 

Fees  for  the  registration  of  premises, 
said  Mr.  Robinson  later,  would  be 
laid  down  in  regulations  "in  due 
course."  Fees  payable  under  Clauses  66 
and  67  were  to  be  applied  to  purposes 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  The 
Society  would  be  involved  in  adminis- 
trative expenditure  and  enforcement  ex- 
penditure in  connection  with  the  Bill 
and  he  hoped  the  Committee  would 
agree  that  it  was  right  to  continue  the 
present  provisions  as  to  destination  of 
fees.  In  Northern  Ireland  the  arrange- 
ments were  different,  and  specific  pro- 
vision was  made  for  them  in  the 
Seventh  Schedule. 

When  the  procedure  relating  to  dis- 
qualification on  removal  of  premises 
from  the  Register  was  discussed,  Mr. 
English  pointed  out  that,  as  the  Bill 
stood,  the  whole  of  the  1,260  branches 
of  Boots,  Ltd.,  could  be  disqualified 
for  the  misconduct,  of  one  pharmacist. 
Mr.  Robinson  held  that  the  position 
proposed  under  the  Bill  was  no  dif- 
ferent from  that  under  existing  legis- 
lation. The  possibility  Mr.  English  had 
envisaged  had  existed  for  a  long  time 
and  had  led  to  no  difficulty. 

Coding  Systems 

During  the  discussion  of  Clause  79 
[dealing  with  distinctive  colours,  shapes 
and  making  of  medicinal  products]  Mr. 
English  hoped  the  Minister  would  give 
an  assurance  of  a  fairly  lengthy  delay 
before  any  regulations  were  made  un- 
der the  Clause,  otherwise  he  could 
foresee  such  regulations  wiping  out 
overnight  manufacturers',  wholesalers' 
and  retailers'  stocks.  Mr.  Page  sought 
an  assurance  that  there  would  be  prior 
consultations  with  the  industry.  Mr. 
Fortescue  referred  to  the  Sainsbury 
Committee  recommendation  that  brand 
names  should  "to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses" be  abolished.  The  clause  ap- 
peared to  be  designed  to  enable  the 
Minister  to  push  the  product  manu- 
factured and  sold  to  the  pharmaceuti- 
cal industry  to  a  degree  of  standardisa- 
tion and  conformity  which  would  not 
be  acceptable  to  the  industry.  Mr. 
Robinson  retorted  that,  should  it  be 
decided  at  any  time  to  implement  the 
Sainsbury  Committee  recommendation, 


that  would  not  be  done  in  a  clandestine 
fashion.  The  power  under  the  clause 
could  be  used  to  give  statutory  back- 
ing to  a  system  of  colour  or  letter  cod- 
ing for  tablets  and  capsules.  Discus- 
sions were  going  on  with  the  British 
Medical  Association,  the  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society  and  industry.  Agreement 
would  be  a  great  step  forward.  It  was 
highly  desirable  that  Statutory  back- 
ing should  be  given  to  such  a  system. 

Advertising 

The  fifteenth  sitting  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  May  14  discussed  clause  86  deal- 
ing with  powers  to  regulate  "advertise- 
ments and  representations."  Mr.  Rob- 
inson said  the  Government  regarded 
their  powers  in  that  advertising  sec- 
tion of  the  Bill  as  an  essential  "long 
stop."  The  Ministry  were  aware  of  the 
"generally  most  effective"  voluntary 
arrangements  made  throughout  the  in- 
dustry and  the  arrangements  for  the 
scrutiny  of  advertisements  in  the  more 
responsible  sections  of  the  Press.  Later 
Mr.  T.  V.  N.  Fortescue  said  imagina- 
tion boggled  at  the  idea  of  three  senior 
Ministers  sitting  round  a  table  trying 
to  decide  whether  or  not  a  word  in  an 
advertisement  was  misleading.  Mr.  L. 
Pavitt  accepted  it  might  be  difficult 
to  get  a  clear-cut  decision,  but  it  must 
be  right  to  provide  protection  for  the 
consumer. 

Mr.  J.  Page  suggested  the  code  of 
practice  the  industry  had  imposed  upon 
itself  seemed  to  have  been  effective. 
Could  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  give 
examples  of  advertising  that  might  have 
misled?  Mr.  A.  Snow  (Parliamentary 
Secretary,  Ministry  of  Health)  referred 
to  products  for  "female  ailments" — 
"menstrual  irregularities" — which  were 
bought  under  the  impression  that  they 
were  abortifacients  and  when  the  adver- 
tisers intended  that  they  should  be 
taken  for  "that  sort  of  thing."  There 
was  also  the  product  that  "fortifies  the 
over  forties"  and  the  advertisements  for 
products  to  combat  premature  ageing. 

Mr.  Nigel  Fisher  wanted  to  know 
why  the  control  of  television  advertis- 
ing was  necessary  when  it  was  already 
covered  by  the  Television  Act  1964. 
Secondly,  why  should  controls  be 
applied  to  the  industry  in  the  light  of 
the  A. B.P.I,  code  administered  by  a 
committee  under  the  independent  chair- 
manship of  Sir  loseph  Molony,  Q.C.? 

Mr.  Snow  said  that  if  advertisers 
kept  within  the  spirit  of  the  admirable 
voluntary  codes  the  powers  would  be 
little  used. 

When  the  Committee  met  on  May 
16  there  was  a  discussion  on  adver- 
tisements and  representations  directed 
to  practitioners.  Mr.  Pavitt  wanted  an 
amendment  to  ensure  data  sheets  were 
sent  to  persons  carrying  on  a  retail 
pharmacy.  Mr.  Snow  said  he  was 
"much  in  sympathy"  with  the  proposal 
but  it  would  be  uneconomical  and  a 
waste  of  everybody's  time  if  certain 
data  sheets — "for  instance  in  respect 
of  anaesthetics"  were  sent  to  all  and 
sundry.  The  isolation  of  the  various 
elements  in  the  professions  would  be 
difficult    to    draft    and    enforce.  The 
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Ministry  expected  that  the  industry 
would  be  quite  willing  to  provide  data 
sheets  to  pharmacists  and  no  doubt 
some  routine  arrangements  could  be 
made.  However,  the  Ministry  did  not 
think  it  needed  legal  support.  Mr.  E. 
Ogden  saw  no  such  legal  difficulties, 
"we  are  all  seeking  to  ensure  that 
when  a  doctor  prescribes  and  a  phar- 
macist dispenses,  both  members  of  the 
partnership  have  equality  of  informa- 
tion." He  asked  the  Minister  to  look 
at  the  matter  again. 

Mr.  Pavitt  commented  that  the 
Minister  had  convinced  him  of  the  dif- 
ficulties, but  not  of  his  inability  to  deal 
with  them.  Mr.  Snow  referred  again 
to  anaesthetics  and  suggested  it  would 
be  a  waste  of  time  for  a  representative 
of  a  company  manufacturing  anaesthe- 
tics "to  go  wandering  round  pharma- 
cies." The  dispensing  of  anaesthetics 
was  not  a  retail  pharmacist's  normal 
job.  but  that  of  a  pharmacist  in  hos- 
pital. However.  Mr.  Ogden  had  con- 
vinced him  of  the  need  to  have  a  look 
at  the  ways  of  differentiating  between 
the  various  categories. 

Mr.  Pavitt  withdrew  his  amendment. 

The  Society's  Publications 

Mr.  Ogden  submitted  an  amend- 
ment to  Clause  90  that  would  enable 
"the  appropriate  body,"  after  consul- 
tation and  by  agreement  with  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  designate — as  a 
compendium  to  the  Pharmacopoeia — 
the  British  Veterinary  Codex,  the  Bri- 
tish Pharmaceutical  Codex  and  any 
similar  publication  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Scott-Hopkins  hoped  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  would  see  fit  after 
consultation  and  agreement  to  hand 
over  its  copyright  to  the  Medicines 
Commission.  He  asked  that  the  Parlia- 
mentary Secretary  begin  consultations 
with  the  Society.  The  Minister  should 
direct  the  Medicines  Commission  to 
continue  the  work  now  being  done  by 
the  Society.  Mr.  Snow  said  there  was 
nothing  in  the  Bill  to  prevent  the 
Medicines  Commission  from  having  an 
understanding  with  the  Society  to 
avoid  overlapping,  but  he  did  not  see 
how  the  understanding  could  be  writ- 
ten into  the  Bill.  If  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Codex  and  British  Veterinary 
Codex  remained  privately  produced  it 
seemed  to  him  that  they  must  be 
treated  as  private  publications  that 
could  not  have  quite  the  same  status 
as  those  produced  by  a  statutory  body. 
Later  he  said  that  the  logical  thing  was 
to  make  a  single  agency  responsible  for 
preparing  and   publishing  them. 

The  views  of  the  Society  were  sought 
in  1964  when  it  was  made  clear  the 
Society  was  proud  of  the  Codex  and 
asked  if  it  could  go  on  producing  it. 
Therefore,  Mr.  Snow  continued,  "we 
were  bound  to  tell  it  that  it  was  not 
intended  that  the  Bill  should  prohibit 
private  organisations  from  using  vol- 
umes for  standards  of  drugs.  But  it 
does  not  need  this  Bill  for  there  to  be 
an  agreement  between  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  and  the  Department  over 
the  assignment  of  the  copyright  to  the 
Commission.  I  do  not  understand  why 
we  are  having  an  argument  about  it 
because  the  point  seems  to  be  that  if 
the  Society  owning  the  copyright  is  pre- 
pared to  assign  it  so  as  to  produce 


some  form  of  rationalisation  no  one 
would  be  better  pleased  than  I.  But 
why  should  we  take  dictatorial  powers 
to  enforce  it?" 

No  doubt  the  officers  of  the  Society 
would  know  what  was  said  and  if  they 
made  a  new  approach  "we  shall  listen 
to  it  with  a  ready  ear."  The  amend- 
ment was  withdrawn. 

Sainsbury  Report  Repercussions 

Regret  that  Clause  91  and  other 
parts  of  the  Bill  had  become  bedevilled 
by  suspicions  arising  from  the  Sains- 
bury Committee  report  was  expressed 
by  Mr.  Robinson  at  the  beginning  of 
the  seventeenth  sitting  on  May  21.  He 
declared  that  whatever  might  or  might 
not  be  done  about  brand  names 
would  clearly  require  legislation  on  its 
own.  Mr.  Dean  later  said  it  was  dis- 
turbing to  find  in  the  Macgregor  Re- 
port that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  use  of  preparations  in 
category  M(B)  like  those  in  categories 
Bl  and  B2  should  require  to  be  spe- 
cially justified.  He  thought  it  seemed  to 
be  trying  to  establish  a  new  principle 
contrary  to  that  previously  laid  down 
by  the  Cohen  Committee.  If  every  doc- 
tor was  prepared  to  follow  blindly  the 
dictates  or  suggestions  of  some  Com- 
mittees there  would  be  little  progress 
in  medical  science.  But  Mr.  Robinson 
said  that  part  of  the  Bill  could  possibly 
be  used  to  govern  the  words  used  by 
doctors  in  prescribing  for  their 
patients. 

During  the  discussion  of  the  next 
clause  Mr.  Scott-Hopkins  said  it  was 
fairly  clear  that  insecticides  used  upon 
animals  would  be  covered  by  the  pro- 
visions of  clause  94.  What  was  not 
quite  so  clear  was  whether  the  insec- 
ticide administered  within  a  building  in 
which  the  animal  would  breathe  would 
be  within  the  ambit  of  the  Bill.  There 
were  also  similar  problems  concerning 
herbicides  and  some  other  additives. 
Mr.  J.  Mackie  (Joint  Parliamentary 
Secretary,  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
Fisheries  and  Food)  said  it  was  not 
their  intention  to  control  pesticides 
which  included  herbicides  used  in  agri- 
culture. They  were  already  controlled 
under  the  Pesticides  Safety  Precautions 
Scheme.  Substances  not  administered 
such  as  the  contents  of  a  spray  to  kill 
mites  in  poultry  houses  would  not  by 
definition  be  medicinal  products. 
Nevertheless  the  Government  would 
control  such  substances  if  they  were 
prepared  under  Clause  93  or  94.  Mr. 
Scott-Hopkins  asked  if  the  manufac- 
ture was  being  asked  to  apply  for  a 
manufacturing  or  product  licence  for 
the  whole  of  his  production  or  part 
of  it  when  only  some  of  it  would  be 
caught  by  the  Parliamentary  Secre- 
tary's definition.  Mr.  Mackie,  however, 
did  not  think  that  the  difficulties 
would  be  "intolerably  restrictive"  and 
he  would  consult  the  trade  on  points 
which  he  agreed  might  arise.  Later, 
Mr.  Snow  pointed  out  that  streptomy- 
cin for  crop  spraying  would  not  be 
considered  to  be  in  a  "medicinal  form" 
nor  would  tetracycline  for  the  preser- 
vations of  raw  fish  in  ice;  on  the  other 
hand  antibiotics  used  in  feeding  stuffs 
would  be  of  a  medicinal  nature. 

An  amendment  to  clause  96,  moved 
by  Mr.  Robinson  on  May  23,  was 


agreed  to.  It  gives  an  aggrieved  appli- 
cant three  months  instead  of  six  weeks 
during  which  to  challenge  a  decision  of 
the  licensing  authority. 

Moving  an  amendment  to  clause 
97,  Mr.  A.  P.  Dean  said  that,  while  it 
was  reasonable  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  should  exercise  internal  disci- 
pline of  its  own  membership,  to  exer- 
cise discipline  over  others  such  as  manu- 
facturers or  wholesalers  was  a  different 
matter.  Mr.  Snow  said  that  Mr.  Dean's 
amendment  would  prevent  the  Minister 
from  delegating  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  a  power  or  duty  to  enforce 
clauses  54-56  or  76-80  (relating  to  the 
provision  concerning  adulteration  com- 
position and  labelling  of  containers). 
He  agreed  that  manufacturers  of  pro- 
prietary articles  had  strong  doubts  as 
to  the  way  in  which  their  interests 
might  be  protected  under  the  clause 
as  drafted.  The  Proprietary  Association 
of  Great  Britain  had  suggested  — 
"and  this  seems  perfectly  legitimate  to 
us"  —  that  something  should  be  spe- 
cifically written  into  the  clause  so  as 
to  make  it  clear  that  enforcement,  at 
manufacturing  or  wholesale  level,  would 
not  be  delegated  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  After  assurances  that  the  en- 
forcement would  be  at  the  retail  point 
only,  the  amendment  was  withdrawn. 
Two  further  amendments  on  provi- 
sions dealing  with  enforcement  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  were  moved 
by  Mr.  Fortescue,  and  negatived.  Mr. 
Robinson  said  that,  taken  together,  the 
amendments  would  severely  curtail  the 
practical  enforcement  work  that  could 
be  delegated  to  the  Society.  For  many 
years  the  Society  had  enforced  the  pro- 
visions relating  to  the  sale  of  medicinal 
substances  listed  as  poisons  and  had 
carried  out  those  duties  meticulously 
and  with  a  proper  sense  of  duty.  By 
the  nature  of  the  qualifications  of  its 
staff  the  Society  had  a  much  greater 
knowledge  of  the  compositions  and  pro- 
perties of  medicines  than  a  local- 
authority  officer  (whom  Mr.  Fortescue 
advocated  using)  was  ever  likely  to 
have.  In  the  light  of  the  Society's  re- 
cord he  could  see  no  reason  for  think- 
ing that  it  would  display  any  kind  of 
favouritism  towards  pharmacists  to  the 
detriment  of  non-pharmacists.  He 
understood  that  only  about  15  per 
cent,  of  public  analysts*  work  currently 
related  to  drugs.  Nevertheless  there 
would,  in  the  foreseeable  future,  be 
work  fully  to  employ  their  laboratories. 

Inspection  of  Shops 

Agreeing  with  much  of  what  the 
Minister  had  said,  Mr.  Fortescue 
held  that  public  analysts  had  worked 
on  drugs  for  a  long  time  and  were 
specially  qualified.  "We  do  not  ffiink 
that,  when  Pharmaceutical  Society  in- 
spectors have  taken  a  sample,  sent  it 
off  for  assay  to  the  Society's  laboratory 
and  got  the  report  back,  a  prosecution 
should  then  be  instigated  on  the  sole 
basis  of  the  Society's  analysis." 

Mr.  Fortescue  then  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  clause  97,  which  sought  to 
debar  the  Society's  inspectors  from 
shops  other  than  pharmacies.  The 
Society,  he  said,  had  consistently  advo- 
cated the  banning  of  advertisements  of 
medicinals  and  had  wanted  all  medi- 
cines  sold   only  through  pharmacies. 
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"Almost  certainly  this  Bill  will  not  be 
what  the  Society  would  like  to  see. 
Yet  their  inspectors  can  be  empowered 
to  visit  shops  like  grocers'  and  inspect 
all  sorts  of  aspects  of  those  shops." 
He  believed  that  would  put  an  impos- 
sible burden  on  the  inspectors  —  there 
were  fifteen  of  them  and  150,000  shops 
in  the  country  at  which  medicines  were 
sold.  "However  involuntarily,  it  would 
be  difficult  for  the  inspector  not  to 
look  for  faults  in  the  non-pharmacy 
shops  at  the  expense  of  pharmacies." 

Mr.  Robinson  said  he  did  not  think 
that  the  record  of  the  Society  justified 
the  mover's  suspicions.  There  would 
be  no  advantage  in  removing  the  en- 
forcement power  and  on  the  whole  he 
felt  the  Society  was  the  appropriate 
body  to  undertake  the  inspection. 

Mr.  Scott-Hopkins  produced  figures 


which  he  thought  proved  that  more 
unqualified  traders  than  pharmacists 
were  proceeded  against  in  the  courts, 
and  Mr.  Ogden  pointed  out  that  re- 
tailing in  medicines  was  spreading 
through  a  much  wider  field;  it  was 
quite  reasonable,  therefore,  that  there 
should  be  more  prosecutions  in  connec- 
tion with  non-pharmaceutical  outlets. 
Mr.  Fortescue's  amendment  received 
unexpected  support  from  Mr.  J.  Ryan, 
who  suggested  that  the  activities  of  the 
inspectors  "had  caused  some  disquiet 
even  in  the  pharmaceutical  world,  in 
the  sense  that  the  standards  which  they 
have  a  duty  to  enforce  in  the  super- 
vision of  chemists  and  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain products  had  not  been  maintained." 
The  amendment  was  eventually  with- 
drawn, after  Mr.  Robinson  promised 
to  look  further  into  the  matter. 


that  the  Society  should  encourage  the 
use  of  its  London  house  as  a  social 
centre  for  pharmacists  and  their 
friends  and  that  Council  should  pro- 
vide facilities  for  that  purpose.  Such  a 
use  he  suggested  would  provide  one 
of  the  more  subtle  forms  of  public 
relations  to  which  the  president  had 
referred.  Other  professions  had  their 
London  homes,  of  which  they  were 
proud.  Why  not  pharmacy?  The  Society 
possessed  one  of  the  finest  libraries 
of  scientific  books  and  an  excellent 
museum  but  they  were  unknown  to 
anyone  other  than  pharmacists.  Mr. 
H.  A.  O.  How  seconded. 

Mr.  Worby  thought  the  emphasis 
had  been  put  in  the  wrong  place. 

The  Society's  house  should  be 
primarily  a  meeting  place  for  phar- 
macists. Pharmacy  lacked  a  central 
meeting  place.  Greater  use  of  the 
house  would  mean  improved  com- 
munications between  pharmacists — 
some  of  the  sting  might  even  be  taken 
out  of  ginger  groups  if  they  could  meet 
there  and  have  some  of  their  miscon- 
ceptions removed  by  some  members  of 
Council. 

Mr.  Steinman  reminded  the  meet- 
ing that  at  the  annual  meeting  the 
president  had  said  Council  was  con- 
sidering redevelopment  of  the  Blooms- 
bury  Square  site — it  was  opportune  to 
consider  then  what  use  should  be 
made  of  it.  Club  facilities  as  asked  for 
by  the  proposer  were  expensive — and 
would  not  be  justified,  he  thought. 
Other  professions  (e.g.  lawyers)  had  a 
greater  concentration  of  members  in 
London  and  could  thus  afford  such 
facilities.  The  motion  was  carried. 

The  remaining  motion  calling  for 
ear  drops  for  the  treatment  of  infective 
conditions  to  be  issued  sterile  was 
withdrawn  by  the  proposer. 

Assistants'  Training 

FIRST  DAY-RELEASE  COURSE 

A  DAY-release  course  for  pharmacy 
sales  assistants,  the  first  of  its  kind,  is 
being  offered  by  Hitchin,  Herts.  College 
of  Further  Education.  The  decision  to 
provide  the  course  follows  discussions 
with  the  Pharmacy  Assistants  Training 
Board  and  meetings  with  local  pharma- 
cists (see  C.  &  D.,  April  6,  p.  316). 
Mr.  E.  J.  Downing  (the  Board's  secre- 
tary) says  that  the  proposals  being  made 
by  the  College  mark  a  step  forward  in 
the  training  of  pharmacy  assistants, 
which  has  never  so  far  been  attempted. 
The  course,  which  starts  in  September, 
will  be  organised  on  the  basis  of  one- 
day  per  week  attendance  at  the  College 
for  two  academic  years.  It  will  follow 
the  pattern  of  the  special  course  for 
pharmacy  sales  assistants  prepared  by 
the  Training  Board  and  modelled  on 
the  City  and  Guilds  of  London  Insti- 
tute Course  "Certificate  in  Retailing." 
Students  will  be  prepared  for  examina- 
tions leading  to  the  award  of  that 
Certificate.  Pharmacists  interested  in 
appointing  employees  to  attend  or  will- 
ing, on  a  part-time  basis,  to  assist  with 
the  technical  and  commodity  aspects 
of  the  course,  should  contact  Mr.  N. 
Crompton,  Head  of  Department  of 
Business  Studies,  Hitchin  College  of 
Further  Education,  Cambridge  Road, 
Hitchin. 
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(Concluded  from  The  Chemist 
A  SECOND  motion  from  Wrexham 
thought  the  public  should  be  better 
informed  of  the  pharmacist's  academic 
training  and  called  for  "infinitely 
better"  public  relations  to  be  estab- 
lished. Mr.  Brunning  said  that  the 
pharmacist's  knowledge  was  under- 
employed and  pharmacist's  unacknow- 
ledged and  taken  for  granted.  The 
Minister  of  Health  had  recently  made 
the  "fatuous"  remark  in  the  House  of 
Commons  that  he  could  not  ignore  that 
the  medical  staffs  of  hospitals  were, 
like  other  doctors,  entitled  to  supervise 
the  dispensing  of  preparations  by  dis- 
pensary staff.  Dr.  Winstanley  had  re- 
ferred to  pharmacists  as  ancillary  to 
the  medical  profession.  It  was  long 
past  time  the  profession  got  up  off  its 
knees  and  made  it  clear  it  was  ancil- 
lary to  no  one.  The  profession  gave 
advice  free  to  the  public.  That  public 
should  know  that  the  advice  was 
backed  by  an  academic  qualification. 
Miss  Lavis-Jones  said  that  pharma- 
cists could  never  command  respect 
while  the  public  remained  under  the 
impression  that  they  were  doctors  who 
had  failed.  She  suggested  a  "Look  at 
Life"  series  of  television  programmes 
or  cinema  films  on  the  profession  be 
prepared.  But,  she  warned,  individual 
members  must  play  their  part  in  giving 
the  public  the  right  impression. 

Keeping  Up-to-date 

Dr.  J.  M.  Pickett,  Brighton,  point- 
ed out  that  although  present  standards 
of  training  were  high  a  few  years  back 
only  a  short  course  led  to  qualification. 
Were  people  who  had  qualified  at  that 
time  to  be  put  forward  as  having  had 
a  good  academic  training?  Training 
did  not  end  on  leaving  university  but 
continued  throughout  life.  How  many 
retail  pharmacists  had  made  a  really 
great  effort  to  keep  up  to  date?  He 
supported  the  motion  but  pharmacists 
must  keep  up  to  date. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Evens,  East  Metropolitan, 
said  the  profession  must  have  sunk  to 
a  really  low  level  when  it  could  be 
suggested  in  the  Public  Health  Bill  that 
part  time  housewives  could  "dole  out" 
contraceptives. 

Mr.  R.  Worby,  East  Metropolitan, 
said  that  although  it  was  impossible 
to  oppose  the  Government,  a  public 


And  Druggist,  May  25.  p.  476) 
relations  campaign  should  be  carried 
out  to  let  the  public  know  that  deci- 
sions such  as  that  on  supply  of  oral 
contraceptives  had  been  reached  with- 
out the  agreement  of  pharmacists.  It 
was  a  matter  of  dignity  and  deter- 
mination. Mr.  King  emphasised  that 
each  pharmacist  was  his  own  public 
relations  officer.  Many  fell  short  as 
did  their  premises.  He  opposed  the 
motion. 

"Lack  of  Appreciation" 

Mr.  J.  Tomlinson,  who  had  quali- 
fied in  1936,  outlined  his  career  for 
the  benefit  of  Dr.  Pickett.  He  had 
attended  postgraduate  courses  and 
planned  another  one  for  the  coming 
winter.  Was  he  or  was  he  not  a  good 
pharmacist?  Something  more  than 
academic  training  was  needed.  Only 
recently  one  of  his  girls  had  asked 
"Mr.  Tomlinson  why  did  you  not  go 
on  to  be  a  doctor?"  That  showed  the 
lack  of  appreciation  of  pharmacists. 

The  President  said  that  Council 
accepted  the  motion — a  public  rela- 
tions officer  was  needed.  The  word 
"infinitely"  seemed  misused  in  this 
context  but  Council  would  never  be 
satisfied.  One  did  not,  however,  find 
other  professions  going  around  shout- 
ing. The  past  twelve  months  had  seen 
a  great  improvement.  He  held  up  a 
bundle  of  newspaper  cuttings  based 
on  information  provided  by  Blooms- 
bury  Square.  Care  should  be  exercised 
in  approaching  the  problem  and  gain- 
ing the  attention  of  the  right  people. 
It  must  be  done  more  subtly  than  was 
suggested  in  the  motion. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Kerr  explained  that  on  the 
introduction  of  the  Public  Health  Bill 
the  Council  had  approached  the  Gov- 
ernment on  the  question  of  oral  con- 
traceptives and  had  been  told  that 
they  would  be  distributed  by  the 
Family  Planning  Association.  He 
thought  that  organisation  would  prefer 
not  to  be  giving  out  pills  but  that 
they  felt  they  needed  to  do  so  in  order 
to  get  money  for  a  social  service.  By 
doing  so  they  were  able  to  keep  down 
their  grant  from  the  rates.  The  Council 
had  again  approached  the  Minister 
and  were  still  negotiating  with  the 
Association.  The  motion  was  carried. 
Mr.  R.  H.  Kemp,  Hastings,  proposed 
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CURRENT  PROBLEMS  OF  CONTRACTORS 

Discussions  at  N.P.U.  area  meeting  at  Hastings 

having  been  shown  in  a  recent  Boots 
survey  to  vary  between  1*8  and  16-1 
per  cent,  and  the  latter  between  4-5 


IN  the  second  main  item  on  the 
agenda  at  the  area  meeting  of  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union  members  at 
Hastings  on  May  13  (see  C.  &  D.,  May 
18,  p.  434).  Mr. G. T.M.David  (chair- 
man, Central  N.H.S.  Committee)  dealt 
first  with  prescription  charges,  outlin- 
ing the  recent  sequence  of  events  [much 
as  in  the  Teport  of  the  N.P.U.  Execu- 
tive Committee  meeting  (C.  &  D., 
May  11,  p.  412)].  No  more  had  yet 
been  heard,  he  said,  of  the  "perman- 
ent" scheme,  but  the  "interim"' 
scheme,  accepted  in  England  and 
Wales,  had  in  the  meantime  been  im- 
posed in  Scotland.  Costs  had  been 
worked  out  at  headquarters  of  the 
amount  of  sorting  work  chemists 
would  be  called  upon  to  do,  and  argu- 
ments had  been  put  to  the  Ministry. 
Agreement  had  not  yet  been  reached. 
The  Central  N.H.S.  Committee  needed 
to  know  by  May  28,  at  the  latest.  Phar- 
maceutical Committees'  reactions.  The 
Committee  had  also  challenged  the 
Minister  on  his  suggestion  that  uncol- 
lected levies  would  be  less  of  a  prob- 
lem than  in  the  previous  period  of 
prescription  charges.  The  Committee 
argued  that  the  system  of  exemptions 
was  so  complicated  that  it  represented 
potentially  a  much  larger  problem.  An 
offer  still  to  come  from  the  Ministry- 
would  be  subject  to  statistical  analysis 
after  a  few  months. 

Remuneration 

Turning  next  to  remuneration,  Mr. 
Griffiths  said  it  fell  into  three  parts, 
namely  the  oncost  allowance  (essen- 
tially a  reimbursement  for  fixed  over- 
heads); the  fee  (which  paid  for  wages 
and  salaries);  and  the  element  of 
profit  (at  present  fixed  at  5yd.  per  pre- 
scription). The  previous  inquiry  into 
costs  had  been  designed  to  reduce  the 
area  of  argument  between  the  Central 
N.H.S.  Committee  and  the  Ministry, 
and  it  had  been  so  successful  that 
there  was  now  only  two  negotiable 
items  (profit  margin  and  "notional" 
salary).  The  Scottish  arbitration  award 
had  come  as  a  shock  to  the  Committee; 
it  had  established  the  profit  margin  as 
a  percentage  of  capital — a  principle 
that  had  been  resisted  in  England  and 
Wales  on  the  grounds  that  investment 
in  pharmacy  was  low  in  relation  to 
turnover.  The  Committee  had  quoted 
an  agreement  between  the  Confedera- 
tion of  British  Industries  and  the 
Government  on  the  levels  to  be  paid 
for  Government  contracts.  There  the 
figure  of  14  per  cent,  had  been  agreed 
upon  for  operations  of  a  non-risk 
nature.  The  Central  Committee  had 
pointed  out  to  the  Ministry  that  phar- 
macy was  nowadays  a  highly  risky 
profession,  as  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that,  in  the  past  five  years,  there  had 
been  1,200  closings,  doctors  were  tend- 
ing to  open  group  practices,  health 
centres  were  coming  into  the  picture; 
staff  were  difficult  to  come  by  and 
there  were  changes  both  in  population 
and  in  their  requirements.  Greater 
fluctuations  were  experienced  in  income 
from  National  Health  Service  dispens- 
ing than  from  cash  sales,  the  former 


and  9-8  per  cent.  Negotiations  were 
still  in  progress  on  the  figure  to  be 
adopted  as  notional  salary,  but  one 
point  had  been  accepted  in  principle, 
namely  that  an  element  should  be  in- 
cluded for  superannuation.  It  was  un- 
wise for  members  to  urge  an  altera- 
tion of  fee  so  as  to  give  more  for  time- 
consuming  operations.  A  big  step  for- 
ward had  been  made  when  the  fee  had 
been  divorced  from  time  considera- 
tions because  that  had  meant  that 
"intangibles"  could  be  included  in  the 
fee  basis,  and  as  they  were  difficult  to 
quantify,  a  flat  fee  had  been  secured 
to  cover  them.  Members  should  not 
confuse  that  global  fee  with  a  dispens- 
ing fee. 

The  Central  Committee  had  been 
criticised,  said  Mr.  David,  for  imper- 
fect communications  with  Pharma- 
ceutical Committees.  Some  of  those 
criticisms  he  admitted  to  be  valid,  but 
communication  was  a  two-way  traffic, 
and  members  must  say  what  they  were 
thinking  on  subjects  under  discussion. 
He  pointed  out  that  all  circulars  from 
the  Central  N.H.S.  Committee  were 
now  sent  to  each  member  of  a  Phar- 
maceutical Committee.  The  N.P.U. 
hoped  to  hold  more  regional  meetings. 

Difficulties  With  Coloured  Forms 

At  question  time  a  member  from 
East  Kent  gave  a  warning  against  too 
ready  agreement  on  a  coloured  form. 
There  were  already,  he  said,  five 
coloured  forms.  Why  should  not  an 
overprinting  of  the  word  "exempted" 
take  the  place  of  coloured  forms?  Mr. 
David  said  he  took  the  point,  but  for 
the  ordinary  general  practitioner  there 
was  only  one  form  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  devise  one  that  would  be 
acceptable  to  the  doctors.  Mr.  Bull 
argued  for  a  red  triangle  at  the  base 
of  the  white  form.  On  the  subject  of 
communications  he  said  it  was  import- 
ant that  the  Central  Committee  should 
give  a  hint  of  impending  notices  so 
that  local  meetings  called  to  discuss 
them  could  be  properly  timed. 

Mr.  David  explained  that  the 
"interim"  form  required  the  contractor 
only  to  see  that  a  signature  was  on 
the  form.  The  important  point  in  the 
final  scheme  was  that  the  form  should 
be  identifiable,  which  did  allow  for 
other  methods  than  colour  if  found 
better.  What  the  doctors  had  rejected, 
Mr.  J.  Wright  (Secretary,  Central 
N.H.S.  Committee)  interposed,  was 
having  to  choose  which  form  to  use  for 
a  patient.  The  scheme  submitted  by  the 
Central  N.H.S.  Committee  was  for 
each  patient  to  have  an  exemption 
card  that  would  indicate  to  the  doctor 
which  form  to  use. 

Mr.  K.  H.  Wright,  Chichester,  said 
that  he  had  been  informed  from  head- 
quarters that  pharmacists  "favoured" 
the  collection  of  the  levy  and  won- 
dered whether  that  was  the  opinion  of 
the  meeting.  Mr.  Wright  said  that  the 
point  was  that  pharmacists  would 
rather   have   prescriptions   under  an 


"exemption"  scheme  than  no  pre- 
scriptions. Doctors  were  refusing  to 
collect  the  charges,  and  would  cease 
to  issue  prescriptions  than  do  so.  Con- 
tractors had  no  chance  of  refusing  to 
operate  any  scheme  the  Minister  put 
forward,  since  he  had  power  to  decree 
the  changes.  What  alternative  was 
there  to  such  a  scheme  as  the  Central 
N.H.S.  Committee  had  proposed  [a 
voice:  "Stamps"]. 

Mr.  Miles  raised  the  question  of 
doctors  using  one  prescription  form 
for  the  whole  family.  Though  he  had 
complained  to  his  Local  Medical  Com- 
mittee, the  practice  was  still  going  on. 
The  doctors  themselves,  he  declared, 
would  not  countenance  a  single  capita- 
tion fee  for  a  whole  family.  Could  not 
the  N.P.U.  take  stronger  action?  Mr. 
David  said  the  Minister,  when  inform- 
ed of  the  situation,  had  expressed  sur- 
prise that  such  practices  existed  and 
had  promised  to  take  action. 

A  Service  Willingly  Given 

Mr.  M.  P.  H.  Clark,  Eastbourne, 
asked  permission  to  raise  a  point  that 
had  come  under  discussion  within  the 
South-east  Federation  of  Pharmacists. 
It  involved  delivery  of  medicines  to 
certain  deserving  classes  such  as  elderly 
sick  exempt  from  prescription  charges, 
but  living  alone  and  without  access  to 
messengers.  Doctors  in  such  circum- 
stances were  in  the  habit  of  telephon- 
ing prescriptions  and  leaving  pharma- 
cist to  deliver  medicine.  The  service 
was  willingly  given  in  those  circum- 
stances, and  was  not  to  be  regarded  as 
an  "inducement,"  in  fact  it  involved 
a  loss  to  the  pharmacist.  Any  such 
scheme  as  "embossing"  prescriptions 
would  present  difficulties,  involving 
two  visits  to  the  patient.  Mr.  David 
said  the  situation  was  by  no  means 
unique :  it  was  encountered  in  almost 
all  rural  areas.  The  scheme  might  be 
for  the  pharmacist  to  retain  cards  and 
for  the  doctor  to  sign  on  behalf  of 
the  patient. 

Miss  Lilian  Peck  said  that  Brighton 
Branch  had  expressed  concern  at  the 
apparent  lack  of  Ministry  considera- 
tion given  to  pharmaceutical  opinions. 
Mr.  David  said  when  that  had  been 
suggested  to  the  Ministry  the  reply 
had  been  a  shocked  "No!" 

Mr.  Bubb  asked  whether  enough 
was  being  done  by  publicity  to  put 
the  whole  subject  in  perspective.  The 
Health  Service  prescription  cost  was 
£140  million  per  annum,  but  saving 
from  the  levy  would  be  only  around 
£10  million  or  about  three  halfpence 
in  the  £.  Mr.  David  thought  that  such 
publicity  was  best  left  to  politicians. 

A  member  complained  that  he  was 
not  being  paid  the  first  sixpence  of  his 
expenses  in  connection  with  N.H.S. 
prescriptions,  and  that  he  was  being 
asked  by  the  pricing  bureau  why  he 
was  not  purchasing  dispensing  packs  of 
products  used  when,  in  fact,  he  was 
dispensing  only  small  amounts  of 
them.  He  thought  there  should  be  at 
least  ten  scripts  before  such  a  letter 
went  out.  Mr.  Charlton  (N.P.U. 
headquarters  staff)  said  the  Drug 
Tariff  stipulated  that  the  first  sixpence 
of  expenses  must  be  paid  by  the  con- 
tractor. Expenses  did  not  in  any  case 
cover  telephone  costs,  which  were  in- 
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eluded  in  the  overall  remuneration. 
Pricing  bureaux  had  no  option  but  to 
send  their  letters  if  the  total  of  the 
product  supplied  on  a  contractors'  pre- 
scription from  a  stated  pack  exceeded 
two-thirds  of  the  quantity  available 
in  the  next  larger  size  of  pack.  An 
aggrieved  contractor  could  always 
appeal  to  the  Joint  Pricing  Committee. 

Mr.  B.  Nokes,  Hendon,  said  that 
contractors  were  still  being  paid  on 
the  basis  that  for  a  period  they  had 
been  overpaid.  There  had  been  no  sub- 
sequent revision  for  the  next  period. 
When  was  that  likely  to  take  place? 
Mr.  David  said  that  the  2  per  cent, 
reduction  in  remuneration  related  to 
the  period  to  the  end  of  June  1967. 


The  Committee  and  the  Ministry  were 
still  negotiating  for  their  settlement  for 
the  subsequent  period. 

A  motion  in  this  part  of  the  agenda 
from  East  Kent  Branch  was  put 
formally. 

That  consideration  should  be  given  at  an 
early  date  to  the  provision  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  of  a  retirement  pension  for  phar- 
macists in  general  practice,  based  upon  years 
~f  contract  and  notional  sa'arv 

Mr.  Miles  said  he  was  against  it.  He 
did  not  want  to  be  subject  to  the 
pressure  of  a  scheme  operated  by  the 
Government,  which  would  lead  to 
making  pharmacists  civil  servants.  The 
matter  was  taken  care  of  in  the 
notional  salary.  The  motion  was  with- 
drawn. 


UPS  AND  DOWNS  OF  COSMETIC  SALES 

Sections  of  the  market  analysed  in  two  reports 


THE  use  of  aerosol  hair  sprays  in- 
creased substantially  between  1966  and 
1967.  They  were  bought  by  54  per  cent, 
of  all  women,  against  46  per  cent,  in 
1966,  according  to  the  ninth  report, 
"Woman  and  the  National  Market — 
Cosmetics"  (Odhams  Press,  price 
£5  5s.),  published  on  May  9.  Some  of 
the  findings  based  on  fieldwork  carried 
out  in  August  and  September  1967, 
are  here  summarised. 

Shampoo  Users  Analysed 

Though  98  per  cent,  of  teenagers 
used  shampoos,  the  proportion  of  all 
users  was  eight  in  ten — a  slight  decline 
since  1966.  Seven  in  ten  used  a  liquid 
or  lotion  shampoo  and  only  two  in 
ten  a  cream  shampoo.  Rather  more 
than  one-third  of  all  home  shampoo 
users  (a  slight  increase  over  the  1966 
figure)  had,  when  interviewed,  last  used 
a  medicated  variety.  Setting  agents 
showed  only  a  slight  increase  (from 
16  per  cent,  to  17  per  cent.)  The  use 
of  hair  colourants  declined  slightly  in 
all  age  groups.  Users  of  depilatories 
rose  to  20  per  cent,  of  women.  Aerosol 
hairsprays  were  the  one  product  sold 
in  any  quantity  by  hairdressers  (but 
to  only  6  per  cent,  of  the  women  who 
used  them).  Most  purchases  were  made 
at  pharmacies,  particularly  of  depila- 
tories (82  per  cent.),  colourants  (74  per 
cent.)  and  bleaches  (76  per  cent.).  Gro- 
cers and  supermarkets  accounted  for 
25  per  cent,  of  liquid  shampoos,  18 
per  cent,  of  cream  shampoos  and  17 
per  cent,  of  aerosol  sprays. 

There  was  little  change  in  the  usage 
of  nail  varnishes,  handcreams,  lotions 
and  barrier  creams.  Cutex  was  still 
brand  leader  among  nail  varnishes, 
though  its  share  had  fallen  from  43 
to  39  per  cent.  The  position  of  Avon 
improved  from  10  to  16  per  cent.  Hand 
creams,  mainly  Nulon  and  Nivea,  were 
used  by  eight  out  of  ten  of  all  women. 
Over  50  per  cent,  of  all  users  of  hand 
and  barrier  creams  and  nail  varnishes 
made  their  purchases  at  pharmacies. 
Activities  of  the  agent  for  direct  sel- 
ling organisation  significantly  increased, 
16  per  cent,  of  nail  varnishes,  17 
per  cent,  of  barrier  creams  and  11  per 
cent,  of  hand  creams  being  purchased 
in  that  fashion. 

All-in-one  make-up  underwent  a 
marked  rise  in  popularity  (from  18  to 
29  per  cent  ).  Many  new  brands  ap- 


peared and  market  shares  are  now 
fragmented.  Face  powders  were  used 
by  78  per  cent,  of  women  and  65  per 
cent,  used  compressed  powder.  More 
were  using  lipstick  (87  per  cent,  against 
85  per  cent.)  and  more  than  half  the 
market  was  accounted  for  by  Max 
Factor,  Avon  and  Yardley.  Once  again 
chemists  dominated  the  retail  distribu- 
tion of  face  preparations  (over  half  the 
sales)  though  notable  progress  was 
made  by  agents  for  direct-selling  or- 
ganisations. 

Eye  shadow  increased  from  36  to 


41  per  cent.,  mascara  from  38  to  41 
per  cent.,  and  eye  liners  from  15  to 
22  per  cent,  over  1966.  Chemists  domi- 
nated distribution  of  eye  make-up.  but 
department  stores  had  a  particularly 
large  sale  in  false  eyelashes. 

One  in  two  used  cleansing  or  cold 
cream,  an  increase  of  5  per  cent,  over 
1966;  moisturising  lotions  and  creams 
rose  4  points  to  17  per  cent.,  with 
Avon  having  38  per  cent,  of  the  mar- 
ket. Nivea  accounted  for  45  per  cent, 
of  the  skin-food  market  (63  per  cent, 
in  1964).  A  large  proportion  of  all 
skin  preparations  were  purchased  from 
chemists,  particularly  cleansing  and 
cold  creams  (68  per  cent.)  Skin  foods 
(65  per  cent.)  and  deodorants  (62  per 
cent.).  Forty-three  per  cent,  of  all 
fragrances  were  bought  as  gifts. 

A  report  on  fragrances  in  Retail 
Business  for  May  says  that  the  market 
for  them  as  with  other  toilet  goods 
has  been  expanding  rapidly.  Sales  are 
not  expected  to  be  hit  too  hard  by 
a  recession  or  by  the  increase  in  pur- 
chase tax.  The  growth  has  been  due 
not  only  to  larger  sections  of  the  com- 
munity being  able  to  afford  the  pro- 
ducts, but  also  to  a  widening  of  the 
age  groups  willing  to  spend  monev 
on  them.  Perhaps  the  most  important 
change  in  the  last  few  years,  however, 
has  been  "the  success  of  Avon's  door- 
to-door  sales  technique,  leading  to  a 
rapid  increase  in  its  share  of  the 
market." 


VITAMINS  IN  THE  ELDERLY 

A  symposium  in  London 


UNDER  the  auspices  of  Roche  Pro- 
ducts, Ltd.,  Welwyn  Garden  City, 
Herts,  a  four-session  symposium  on 
"Vitamins  in  the  Elderly"  was  held  in 
London  on  May  2.  Dr.  J.  C.  Brockle- 
hurst,  who  dealt  as  a  consultant  with 
problems  of  age  in  general,  said  that 
old  people  suffered  privations  due  to 
financial  insecurity,  social  isolation, 
loss  of  independence,  loss  of  status, 
but  not  least  impairment  of  health, 
due  both  to  disease  processes  and  to 
the  processes  of  ageing  itself.  Profes- 
sor R.  Buzina,  Yugoslavia,  presented 
evidence  that  food-consumption  data 
expressed  as  average  consumption  of 
nutrients  per  capita  per  day  for  whole 
families  might  not  be  providing  ade- 
quate information  about  the  diet  of 
individuals.  Heads  of  families  in  one 
survey  had  been  shown  to  consume 
nutrients  much  above  the  family  aver- 
age, while  in  a  study  of  the  incidence 
of  coronary  heart  disease  in  two  popu- 
lations obtaining  much  the  same  per- 
centage of  total  calories  from  fats,  the 
intake  of  saturated  and  polyunsatur- 
ated fatty  acids  varied,  accounting  for 
differences  in  the  serum  cholesterol 
level  of  the  two  populations.  In 
another  example  it  had  been  shown 
that  dietary  deficiencies  could  exist, 
and  clinical  signs  of  malnutrition 
develop,  in  a  population  in  which  the 
average  food  intake  was  up  to  recom- 
mended dietary  allowances.  Dr.  A.  N. 
Exton-Smith,  a  consultant  physician, 
said  that,  in  the  elderly,  subclinical 
malnutrition  due  to  insufficient  folic 
acid,  vitamin  C  and  vitamin  D  was 
much  more  prevalent  than  was  realis- 
ed. Recognition  of  those  preventable 


disorders  was  important  in  the  main- 
tenance of  health;  he  proposed  a  two- 
tier  screening  system  for  disease  in 
old  age.  Findings  from  an  American 
survey,  given  by  Professor  (of  nutri- 
tion) M.  Brin,  showed  that,  in  15  per 
cent,  of  a  group  studied,  hematocrit, 
thiamine  and  riboflavin  were  below 
adequate.  Biochemical  findings  in  a 
survey  on  eighty  elderly  long-stay 
patients  at  Farnborough,  Kent,  were 
given  by  Dr.  L.  L.  Griffiths,  a  con- 
sulting pathologist.  In  a  double-blind 
trial  half  the  patients  received  a  multi- 
vitamin supplement  and  were  rapidly 
restored  to  normal  levels,  which  were 
later  maintained.  Clinical  response  took 
much  longer.  Some  of  the  traditional 
clinical  investigations  for  vitamin  de- 
ficiency (skin-haemorrhage,  Hess-test 
and  myoedema)  were  shown  not  to  be 
related  to  deficiencies  of  either  ascorbic 
acid  or  thiamine.  The  answer  to 
dietary  deficiency,  said  Dr.  Griffiths, 
was  to  give  elderly  patients  multi- 
vitamin preparations  for  the  rest  of 
their  lives.  Professor  (of  therapeutics) 
R.  H.  Girdwood  said  that  megalo- 
blastic anaemia  from  primary  folate 
depletion  was  being  increasingly  re- 
ported in  elderly  people  in  various 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  particu- 
larly industrial  areas.  Dr.  G.  F.  Taylor, 
reporting  on  a  year's  clinical  survey 
of  eighty  long-term  geriatric  hospital 
patients,  half  of  them  given  vitamin 
supplements  and  the  other  half  dummy 
tablets,  said  that  on  purely  clinical 
grounds  it  was  possible  to  distinguish 
the  treated  from  the  untreated  groups 
with  reasonable  accuracy  at  six  months, 
with  full  accuracy  at  twelve. 
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TRADE  REPORT 

The  prices  given  are  (hose  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  original  packages.  Various 
charges  have  to  be  added  whereby  values  are  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  receive  the  goods  into  stock. 


London,  May  29:  The  markets  were 
again  quiet  during  the  week,  influenced 
to  some  extent  by  the  approach  of 
new  crops.  The  further  tightening  up 
of  loans  will  undoubtedly  dampen  still 
further  any  forward  buying  business. 
Among  Crude  Drugs,  American  pro- 
duce was  easier,  again,  it  was  thought, 
in  preparation  for  the  new  season  crops. 
Items  included  Lobelia,  Witch  hazel 
leaves  and  Hydrastis.  Canada  balsam 
was  lower  by  3s.  per  lb.  on  the  spot 
while  holders  of  Belladonna  shaded 
their  prices  throughout.  Chinese  Men- 
thol continued  firm  with  little  offering 
on  the  spot.  Among  Spices,  Cloves 
were  dearer  on  the  spot  and  Turmeric 
was  sharply  advanced  on  the  spot. 
Karaya  gum  continued  its  firm  tone 
with   a   further   advance  of  5s.  cwt. 

Some  Essential  Oils  were  un- 
changed but  Anise  was  down  sixpence 
per  lb.  on  the  spot  and  Lemongrass 
by  about  threepence.  Peppermint 
(arvenis)  was  slightly  easier  for  both 
Chinese  and  Brazilian. 

In  Pharmaceutical  Chemicals  lower 
prices,  operative  June  4,  were 
announced  for  Ascorbic  acid,  down 
one  shilling  per  kilo,  and  Riboflavine, 
down  6s.  per  kilo.  Potassium  chloride 
was  twopence  kilo  dearer. 

Pharmaceutical  Chemicals 

Amphetamine. — base,  150s.  per  kilo  in 
5-kilo  lots,  sulphate,  120s.;  dexampheta- 
mine,  270s.  per  kilo  for  10  kilos. 

Ascorbic  acid. — (Per  kilo)  1-kilo, 
30s.  9d.;  5-kilos,  28s.  6d.;  50-kilos,  26s. 
Coated  is  Is.  6d.  more  and  Sodium  ascor- 
bate  5s.  6d.  more  than  the  acid. 

Emetine. — hydrochloride,    £450  kilo. 

Ether,  b.p.- — Per  litre  in  2-litre  Winchesters 
solvent,  350  litres,  5s.  2£d.  anaesthetic, 
6s.  lOd. 

Ethyl  alcohol. — (Prices  per  proof  gall). 
plain  British  spirit,  66  over-proof  (o.p.), 
in  bulk,  minimum  2,500  gall.,  4s.;  500-gall. 
4s.  Id.;  minimum  900-gall.  in  drums,  4s.  2d. 
S.V.R.  (68.5  o.p.),  4s.  2d.,  4s.  3d.  and  4s.  4£d. 
for  same  quantities.  Absolute  (74.5  o.p.), 
4s.  4d.,  4s.  5d.,  4s.  6£d.  synthetic  grades 
minimum  2,500  gall.  66  o.p.,  2s.  ll£d., 
900  gall,  in  drums,  3s.  Id.  Absolute,  3s.  l|d., 
3s.  4d.  Current  duty  on  fermentation  grades, 
£17  4s.  3d.  p.p.g. 

Iodides. — (Per  kilo)  Potassium  (50  kilos) 
23s.  7d.;  sodium  (25  kilos)  32s.  9d. 

Iodine. — resublimed  (50  kilos)  35s.  3d. 
kilo;  crude,  21s.  8d.  kilo  delivered. 

Iodoform. — (per  kilo)  powder,  50-kilos, 
63s.;  crystals,  6s.  6d.  more. 

Methylated  spirits.— (Per  gall,  in  45-gall. 
drums,  450-gal.,  66  o.p.)  industrial, 
5s.  7|d.;  perfumery  grade,  6s.  10d.; 
mineralised  (64  o.p.),  5s.  lid. 

Neomycin  sulphate,  b.p. — 5-kilos,  550s. 
per  kilo  sterile  and  non-sterile. 

Penicillin. — sodium,  potassium  or  pro- 
caine, 2'25d.  per  mega  for  5,000  megas. 

Potash  sulphurated.  —  b.p.c,  1959 
8s.  lOd.  per  kilo  in  50-kilo  drums. 

Potassium  acid  tartrate. — b.p.  in  one- 
ton  lots,  286s.  per  cwt.;  5-  cwt.,  295s.;  1-cwt. 
300s. 

Potassium  acetate. — (Per  lb.)  1-cwt. 
lots,  3s.;  5-cwt.,  2s.  8d.;  10-cwt.,  2s.  6d. 

Potassium  bicarbonate. — b.p.  powder, 
1 10s.  per  cwt.  1-4  cwt.  lots  and  105s.  per  cwt. 
for  5-cwt.  and  over. 


Potassium  carbonate. — 50-kilo  kegs 
6s.  7d.  per  kilo. 

Potassium  chloride. — Pure,  50-kilo 
sacks,  3s.  9d.  per  kilo. 

Potassium  hydroxide. — (Per  kilo),  Pellets, 

b.  p.,  9s.  6d. ;  sticks,  J-kilo  in  bottles,  30s.  lOd. ; 
technical  flake,  4s.  6d. 

Potassium  permanganate. — b.p.  in  1-cwt. 
lots,  2s.  OJd.  per  lb.  Technical,  21 8s.  6d.  per 
cwt.;  1-ton  lots,  quoted  at  207s.  per  cwt. 

Potassium  phosphate.  ■ —  b.p.c.  1949, 
50-kilo  kegs  of  powder,  9s.  3d.  per  kilo, 
granular,  9s.  4d. 

Potassium  sulphate. — b.p.c.  '49,  Is.  2d. 
per  lb. 

Potassium  thiocyanate. — 50-kilo  lots, 
14s.  7d.  per  kilo  in  kegs. 

Prednisolone. — alcohol  and  acetate 
from  7s.  per  gm. 

Prednisone. — 1-kilo  lots,  alcohol  and 
acetate,  6s.  6d.  per  gm. 

Riboflavine.  —  1-kilo,  170s.;  10-kilos, 
165s. 

Streptomycin. — base  and  sulphate, 
2.85d.  per  gm. 

Crude  Drugs 

Aconite. — Spanish  napellus,  4s.  3d.  lb. 
(4s.,  c.i.f.). 

Agar.— Kobe  No.  1,  19s.  6d.  lb.,  c.i.f.; 
European,  22s.  6d.,  duty  paid. 

Balsams. — (per  lb.).  Canada:  35s.,  c.i.f., 
36s.  spot;  Copaiba:  b.p.c,  10s.  9d.;  c.i.f.; 
10s.  6d.,  spot;  Peru:  12s.  8d.,  c.i.f.;  13s., 
spot;  Tolu:  b.p.,  13s. -14s.;  genuine  as  im- 
ported, 41s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Belladonna. — leaves,  3s.  lid.  lb.,  c.i.f. 
4s.  3d.  spot;  herb,  2s.  4d.,  c.i.f.;  2s.  6d. 
spot;  root,  Is.  9d.,  c.i.f.;  Is.  lOd.  spot. 

Benzoin. — Sumatra  block  b.p.c,  spot  £27 
per  cwt. 

Buchu. — leaves,  Spot,  19s.-19s.6d.  lb. 

Calumba. — Spot  quoted,  130s.  cwt. 

Cascara. — Spot,  300s.  cwt.,  290s.,  c.i.f. 

Cinnamon. — Seychelles  bark,  290s.  cwt.; 
270s.,  c.i.f.  Ceylon  quills  (lb.,  c.i.f.),  five  0's, 
lis.  3d.;  four  0's,  10s.;  firsts,  6s.  10d.; 
quillings,  4s.  8d. 

Cloves.— Zanzibar  standard  quality, 
3s.  9d.,  spot;  no  c.i.f.  offers. 

Cocillana.— Bark,  3s.  lb.,  c.i.f.  (spot, 
3s.  3d.). 

Colocynth  pulp. — Spot,  4s.  3d.-4s.  6d. 
lb.;  shipment,  4s.  8d.,  c.i.f. 

Dandelion. — Root,  350s.  cwt.  spot; 
340s.,  c.i.f. 

Ergot. — Portuguese — Spanish,  8s.  3d.  lb.' 
7s.  9d.,  c.i.f. 

Gum  acacia. — Kordofan  cleaned  sorts, 
225s.  cwt.;  shipment,  212s.,  c.i.f.,  June- July. 

Hydrastis. — 37s.  lb.  (36s.  6d.,  ci.f.). 

Jalap. — High-testing  (15  per  cent.),  6s.  9d. 
Ib.,  c.i.f.;  Brazilian,  2s.  (2s.  Id.,  c.i.f.). 

Karaya. — No.  2  f.a.q.  gum,  275s.  cwt., 
spot;  235s.,  c.i.f.,  June-July. 

Lemon  peel. — 2s.  6d.  lb.,  ci.f. 

Lobelia. — (lb.)  Dutch,  new  crop,  4s.  3d., 

c.  i.f.  4s.  3d.,  spot.  American,  lis.  6d., 
c.i.f.  and  spot. 

Mace. — Grenada  No.  1,  spot,  9s.  6d.  lb. 

Menthol. — (Per  lb.).  Chinese,  40s.  in 
bond;  no  c.i.f.  offers.  Brazilian  for  shipment, 
29s.  3d.  c.i.f.;  spot,  30s.  6d.  in  bond. 

Seeds. — (Per  cwt.) — Anise. — China  star, 
280s.,  duty  paid.  Celery. — Indian,  nominal 
spot,  250s.;  shipment  dearer  at  237s.  6d. 
Coriander. — Moroccan,  117s.  6d.,  duty 
paid;  new  crop,  68s.  6d.,  c.i.f.;  Rumanian, 


whole,  122s.  6d.;  splits,  1 15s.,  both  duty  paid. 
Cumin. — Iranian,  175s.,  duty  paid;  142s.  6d., 
c.i.f.  Dill. — Indian,  140s.;  115s.,  c.i.f. 
Fennel. — Indian,  185s.;  162s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 
Fenugreek. — Moroccan,  95s.,  duty  paid; 
new  crop,  61s.  6d.,  c.i.f.  Mustard. — English, 
75s.  to  105s.  as  to  quality. 

Turmeric. — Madras  spot,  200s.  cwt.;  for- 
ward, 180s.  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Waxes. — (Per  cwt.)  Bees',  Dar-es-Salaam, 
800s.,  c.i.f.,  nominal.  Candellila,  550s., 
spot;  Carnauba,  fatty  grey,  335s.;  312s.  6d., 
c.i.f.;  prime  yellow,  475s.,  427s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Witch  hazel  leaves. — 4s.  8d.  lb.,  spot, 
4s.  6d.,  ci.f. 

Essential  and  Expressed  Oils 

Almond. — Spanish,  5s  3d.  lb. 

Amber. — Rectified,  spot  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 

Anise.  —  Chinese,  16s.  lb.;  shipment, 
15s.  6d.  c.i.f.,  July-August. 

Cade.— Spanish,  2s.  3d.  lb.,  drum  lots. 

Cajuput. — Spot  from  lis.  3d.  to  12s.  lb. 

Cananga. — Java,  24s.  per  lb. 

Caraway.— Spot  55s.  lb. 

Cardamom.  —  Imported,  500s.  per  lb.; 
English  distilled,  550s. 

Cassia. — Spot  from  25s.  per  lb.  for  80-85 
per  cent. 

Celery.  —  Indian,  135s.  per  lb.;  English 
200s. 

Cinnamon.  English-distilled,  75s.  per 
oz.;  other  b.p.  oils  from  22s.  to  130s.  per 
lb.  Ceylon  leaf,  18s.;  Seychelles  leaf  rectified, 
20s. 

Citronella. — Ceylon,  6s.  per  lb.  spot, 
5s.  lOd.  c.i.f.;  Formosan,  5s.  10d.,  in  bond 
6s.  6d.,  c.i.f.;  Chinese,  4s.  7$d.,  in  bond; 
4s.  9d.,  c.i.f. 

Clove. — (lb.)  Madagascar  leaf  for  ship- 
ment, 10s.  9d.,  c.i.f.;  spot,  nominal.  English- 
distilled  bud,  33s.  (1-cwt.  lots). 

Coriander. — From  41s.  per  lb.  spot. 

Cumin. — English  distilled  oil  from  120s. 
per  lb.  Imported,  from  110s. 

Dill.— Dutch,  56s.  lb.,  spot  (55s.,  c.i.f.). 

Geranium. — Bourbon,  97s.-100s.  lb. 

Ginger. — Imported  (per  lb.);  Indian, 
165s.,  Chinese,  80s.,  Jamaican,  175s. 

Lemon. — Sicilian,  47s.  to  53s.  lb.  as  to 
crop. 

Lemongrass. — Spot,  cleared,  shipment, 
37s.  6d.  kilo.,  c.i.f.  for  May-June. 

Orange. — Florida  sweet,  4s.  6d.  per  lb.; 
Spanish  from  19s. 

Palmarosa. — 190s.  kilo  (175s.,  c.i.f.). 

Patchouli. — Spot,  27s.  to  30s.  per  lb., 
duty  paid;  shipment,  25s.  to  26s.,  c.i.f. 

Peppermint.— (Per  lb.),  Arvenis:  Chinese, 
lis.  and  10s.  10d.,  c.i.f.;  Brazilian,  10s.  and 
9s.  lid.,  c.i.f.  American  Piperata,  40s.  to 
47s.  6d.;  Italian,  95s. 

Pettitgrain.— Paraguay  for  shipment, 
18s.  c.i.f.,  spot,  18s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Sandalwood. — Mysore  spot,  140s.  lb., 
East  Indian,  305s.  per  kilo,  c.i.f. 

Spearmint. — American,  65s.  lb.  Chinese 
spot,  61s.  per  kilo;  shipment,  58s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Tangerine. — From  39s.  to  43s.  6d.  lb. 

Vetivert. — Bourbon,  spot,  100s.  per  lb. 

UNITED  STATES  REPORT 

New  York,  May  28:  Weakness  was 
reported  in  Brazilian  Menthol  with 
prices  down  5  cents  within  range  of 
$4. 10- $4. 15  per  lb.  Ceylon  and  For- 
mosan Citronella  oils  were  dearer 
by  5  cents  at  83  cents  per  lb. 
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WORLD  TRADE 

Indian  Antibiotics. — India  is  heading 
towards  self-sufficiency  in  antibiotics 
and  is  already  exporting  some  products, 
according  to  official  sources.  The 
250  million  rupee  antibiotics  plant  at 
Rishikhesh  in  the  Himalayan  foothills, 
with  a  total  capacity  290  tons  a  year, 
has  started  manufacture  and  is  ready 
to  market  its  products.  Negotiations 
are  in  an  advanced  stage  for  exporting 
penicillin  to  Hungary  and  Yugoslavia. 

Indian  Aromatics  Plant.  —  An 
agreement  was  signed  in  India  on 
May  19  with  a  West  German  com- 
pany (Fried.  Krupp  G.m.b.H.  Chemie- 
anlagenbau)  to  set  up  an  aromatic  plant 
to  produce  basic  chemicals  for  the 
manufacture  of  chemicals,  pesticides 
and  fibres.  The  220  million  rupee  pro- 
ject will  produce  21,000  tons  of  ortho- 
xylene,  17,000  tons  of  para -xylene  and 
2,500  tons  of  mixed  xylenes  from 
naphtha.  The  project  is  expected  to  go 
into  production  by  1971-72. 

EXPANSION  PROJECTS 

A  THIRD  tissue  mill  of  Bowater- 
Scott  Corporation,  Ltd.,  was  officially 
opened  at  Barrow-in-Furness  on  May 
23,  by  Sir  Christopher  Chancellor 
(chairman  of  the  Corporation)  and  Mr. 
T.  B.  McCabe  (chairman,  Scott  Paper 
Co.,    Philadelphia,  U.S.A.). 

A  SECOND  phenol  plant  cost- 
ing over  £4  million  is  planned  by 
B.P.  Chemicals  (U.K.),  Ltd.,  at  Grange- 
mouth. Due  for  completion  in  1970 
the  plant  will  raise  the  company's 
phenol  capacity  to  63,000  tons  a  year 
from  23,000  tons. 

WORK  recently  started  on  a  com- 
bined Boots,  Ltd.  and  J.  Sainsbury,  Ltd., 
store  complex  at  High  Street,  Sutton, 
Surrey.  Two  large  stores  and  a  small 
lock-up  shop  will  be  served  by  a 
common  loading  area  and  car  park. 
The  Boots  store  will  be  of  four  stories, 
with  15,240  sq.  ft.  of  sales  area  on  the 
ground  floor. 

A  MAJOR  expansion  in  its  titanium 
dioxide  production  at  Stallingborough, 
Lines  is  announced  by  Laporte  Indus- 
tries, Ltd.  A  new  plant  with  a  capacity 
of  40,000  tons  a  year  will  be  built 
alongside  the  present  plant,  and  pro- 
duction will  start  early  in  1970.  It  will 
supplement  the  existing  sulphate  pro- 
cess plant  which  this  year  will  have 
a  capacity  of  55,000  tons  a  year.  The 
new  plant  will  use  a  chlorine  process 
which  has  been  developed  by  the  com- 
pany in  co-operation  with  American 
Potash  and  Chemical  Corporation. 

A  MAJOR  rebuilding  and  expansion 
programme  is  being  carried  out  at  the 
paper  mill  of  Bowater-Scott  Corpora- 
tion, Ltd.,  London,  E.17.  The  three- 
storey  building  will  provide  a 
streamlined  conversion  area  for  the 
company's  whole  range  of  disposable 
paper  products.  The  company  also 
announce  that  after  only  three  months 
from  the  start  up  of  their  new  mill 
for  the  manufacture  of  paper  tissue  in 
Barrow-in-Furness,  Lanes,  the  directors 
have  announced  their  decision  to  order 
a  second  machine  for  that  mill  at  a 
cost  of  approximately  £2  million.  The 
machine  is  expected  to  come  into  pro- 
duction during  the  second  half  of  1969. 


PRINT  AND  PUBLICITY 

OVER  115,000  free  samples  of  Badedas 
are  being  distributed  to  AB  households 
in  the  Midlands  and  Southern  Tele- 
vision area  between  June  24  and  July 
7.  The  concessionaires  (Cussons,  Sons 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  Kersal  Vale,  Manchester) 
are  backing  the  sampling  by  continuous 
full-page  advertising  in  the  Sunday 
Times  and  Observer  colour  supple- 
ments and  in  leading  magazines. 


WITH  BUILT-IN  TESTER:  For  the  new  mini 
sprays  of  Yardle.v  of  London,  Ltd.,  33  Old 
Bond  Street,  London,  W.l,  there  is  available 
the  merchandiser  illustrated  which  provides 
maximum  counter  appeal  in  minimum  counter 
space,  since  it  is  only  9,  in.  wide.  The  mer- 
chandiser has  a  built-in  tester.  Along  the  front 
is  a  clip-in  base  that  carries  tester  bottles  of 
all  the  Yard  ley  fragrances.  At  the  side  is  a 
spray  tester  for  the  new  Yardley  fragrance 
Sea  Jade. 

PUBLICATIONS 
Booklets  and  leaflets 

Phillips,  Scott  &  Turner  Co.,  2  St.  Marks 
Hill,  Surbiton,  Surrey:  "Holiday  Travel  Tips" 
(12-p.  booklet  on  what-to-take,  children, 
travel  sickness,   etc.,  with  recommendations 


on  the  use  of  Milk  of  Magnesia  and 
Coldrex). 

PATENTS 

COMPLETE  SPECIFICATIONS  ACCEPTED 
From  the  "Official  Journal  (Patents)," 
May  22,  1968 

Inhalation  device.  Fisons  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd. 
1,118,341. 

Drape-protector  for  incised  wounds.  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.  1.118,416. 

Herbicides.  Armour  &  Co.  1,118,424. 

Weight  rate  control  method  and  apparatus. 
Colgate-Palmolive  Co.  1,118,454. 

Fertilizers.   Farmura,   Ltd.  1,118.563. 

Production  of  6-aininopenicillanic  acid. 
Beecham    Group,    Ltd.  1,118,566. 

Compositions  for  the  treatment  of  haemorrh- 
oids. E.  H.  Muton  and  N.  Muton,  1,118.606. 

Pressurised  dispensing  devices.  Fisons  Pharma- 
ceuticals, Ltd.  1,118,614. 

Purification  of  adenosine  triphosphate.  Kyowa 
Hakko  Kogyo,  K.K.  1,118,669: 

Process  for  producing  L-lysine  by  fermenta- 
tion. Kyowa  Hakko  Kogyo  Co.,  Ltd. 
1,118,719. 

Package  and  method  and  means  for  making 
it.  Allen  Davies  &  Co.,  Ltd.  1,118,722. 

Methods  of  preparing  \-dehydro-9fi,Wa-ster- 
oids.  Philips'  Gloeilampen-fabrieken,  N.V. 
1,118.746. 

Osteotomy  spline.  Zimmer  Orthopaedic,  Ltd., 
B.  T.  Hammond  and  D.  Wainwright. 
1,118,733. 

Production  of  detergent  compositions.  Mon- 
santo Co.  1,118,795. 

Process  for  producing  L-glutamic  acid.  Aji- 
nomoto  Co.,  Inc.  1,118,827. 

Compositions  for  the  nutrition  of  animals. 
Rhone-Poulenc,  S.A.  1,118,865. 

6,7-ethylerie  and  6,7  substituted  ethylene 
steroids  of  the  pregnane  series.  Syntex  Cor- 
poration. 1,118,866. 

Process  for  the  manufacture  of  detergent  com- 
positions.  Knapsack  A.G.  1,118,908. 

Thiomorpholine  derivatives  and  process  for 
their    manufacture.    CIBA,    Ltd.  1,118,986. 

Method  of  treatment  of  diarrhoea  in  neonatal 
piglets.  Shionogi  &  Co.,  Ltd.  1,119,004. 

Antibiotic  dermadin  and  the  manufacture 
thereof.    Upjohn   Co.  1,119,013. 

Stabilised  ascorbic  acid  microbiocidal  com- 
position. Allergan  Pharmaceuticals,  Inc. 
1,119,058. 

British  patent  specifications  relating  to  the 
above  will  be  obtainable  (price  4s.  6d.  each) 
from  the  Patents  Office,  25  Southampton 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C.2, 
from  July  3,  1968. 


Great  West  Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex.  Centre,  self-selec- 
tion counter  merchandiser  with  shade  guide  for  new  UltraLucent  cream  make-up  of  Max  Factor 
Hollywood  &  London  (Sales),  Ltd.,  16  Old  Bond  Street,  London,  W.l.  Merchandiser  holds 
twenty-four  assorted  shades  of  make-up  each  in  flat,  flexible,  unbreakable  tube  in  see-through 
carton.  Right.  Trylash  and  Trynail  bar  by  Eylure,  Ltd.,  60  Bridge  Road  East,  Welwyn  Garden 
City,  Herts.  Of  height  18  in.,  width  and  depth  approximately  12  in.,  the  bar  holds  six  sets  each 
of  lashes  and  fingernails  or  alternatively  displays  the  range  of  Eylure  eye  make-up  products.  It 
also  holds  four  Trylash  and  four  Trynail  testers  enabling  customers  to  test  before  buying. 
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TRADE  MARKS 

APPLICATIONS  ADVERTISED 
BEFORE  REGISTRATION 
"Trade  Marks  Journal,"  May  15,  No.  4681 

For  non-medicated  toilet  preparations  and 
substances,  soaps,  shampoos,  preparations  for 
the  hair,  cosmetic  preparations  for  the  nails 
and  cuticles,  dentifrices  and  toilet  articles  (3) 

TOPNTAIL,  B9 14,058,  by  E.  R.  Squibb  & 

Sons,  Ltd.,  Twickenham,  Middlesex. 
For  perfumes,  non-medicated  toilet  prepara- 
tions, cosmetic  preparations,  dentifrices,  depi- 
latory preparations,  toilet  articles,  sachets  for 
use  in  waving  the  hair,  shampoos,  soaps  and 
essential  oils  (3) 

RESORT,    B913.339,   by   Beecham  Products 
{U.K.),   Brentford,  Middlesex. 
For  bleaching  preparations  for  laundry  pur- 
poses; cleaning,  polishing,  scouring  and  abra- 
sive preparations;  and  soaps  (3) 

ZALMUS,  ZALPY,  918,039-40,  by  Newton, 

Chambers    &    Co.,    Ltd.,    Thorncliffe,  Nr. 

Sheffield,  Yorks. 
For  soaps,  perfumes,  cosmetics,  essential  oils, 
non-medicated  toilet  preparations,  preparations 
for  the  hair  and  dentifrices  (3) 

EXPLOIT,  917,993,  by  J.  &  E.  Atkinson, 

S.p.A.,  Milan,  Italy. 
For  cosmetic  preparations  and  non-medicated 
toilet  preparations  (3) 

AULIC,  919,069,  by  K.K.  Kobayashi  Kose, 

Tokyo,  Japan. 
For  preparations  and  substances  for  laundry 
use;  bleaching  preparations  for  laundry  and 
domestic  purposes;  household  cleaning  pre- 
parations; polishing  preparations;  detergents 
(not  for  use  in  industrial  or  manufacturing 
processes);  soaps;  dentifrices;  and  preparations 
for  the  hair  (3) 

CADUM,     919,443,    by  Colgate-Palmolive, 

Ltd.,  London,  W.l. 
For  anticholinergic  preparations  (5) 

DIOCATANE,    885,240,    by    Janssen  Phar- 

maceutica,   N.V.,   Beerse,  Belgium. 
For  medicated  skin  lotions;  and  witch  hazel  for 
pharmaceutical  purposes  (5) 

QUANT,  896,958,  by  Optrex,  Ltd.,  Perivale, 

Greenford,  Middlesex. 
For  antibiotics  and  antibiotic  preparations,  all 
for  human  use  (5) 

VARIBIOTIC,      B899.132.      by  American 

Cyanamid  Co.,  Wayne,  New  Jersey,  U.S.A. 
For  hormonal  medicinal  preparations  with 
an  oestro-progestative  action  activated  when 
taken  orally  (5) 

PLANOR,  903,656,  by  Roussel-Uclaf ,  Paris, 

7,  France. 

For  pharmaceutical,  veterinary  and  sanitary 
substances;  infants'  and  invalids'  foods;  medi- 
cal and  surgical  plasters;  and  bandages  (5) 

BESUBTIL,      913,644,       by  Laboratoires 

Toraude,   Paris,  5,  France. 
For    pharmaceutical,    veterinary    and  sanitary 
substances;  infants'  and  invalids'  foods;  pre- 
parations   for    killing    weeds    and  destroying 
vermin  (5) 

Device  with  word  EISAI,  908,358,  by  Eizai, 
K.K.,  Tokyo,  Japan. 

For  pharmaceutical  preparations  and  substances 

for   the   treatment  of  coughs  (5) 

FURTUSSOR,  910,327,  by  Roussel-Uclaf, 
Paris,  7,  France. 

For    pharmaceutical    tonic    preparations  for 

the  treatment  of  anaemia  (5) 

RUBROTONIC,  910,556,  by  E.  R.  Squibb 
&  Sons,  Ltd.,  Twickenham,  Middlesex. 

For  pharmaceutical  products  (5) 

LIOCAUSYTH,  917,393,  by  Laboratorio 
Chimico  Farmaceutico  Causyth,  S.p.A., 
Milan,  Italy. 

For   veterinary   preparations  (5) 

STRESS,  917,701,  by  Phillips  Yeast  Pro- 
ducts, Ltd.,  London,  N.W.10. 

For  medicinal  preparations  for  use  in  neuro- 
logical therapy  (5) 

NEUROGRISEOVIT,  914,018,  by  Societa 
Farmaceutici  Italia,  Milan,  Italy. 

For  gelatine-like  adhesive  film  in  the  form  of 

tape,    for   application   to   the  gingiva   in  the 

anaesthetising  of  soft  parts  (5) 

XYLOTAPE,  916,040,  by  A.B.  Astra,  Soder- 
talje,  Sweden. 

For    pharmaceutical,    veterinary    and  sanitary 

substances,  material  for  stopping  teeth,  dental 


wax,  disinfectants,  preparations  for  killing 
weeds  and  destroying  vermin,  all  being  chemi- 
cal products  (5) 

Device    with    words    STAUFFER  CHEMI- 
CALS, B910.670,  by  Stauffer  Chemical  Co., 
New  York,  U.S.A. 
For   medicinal   preparations   for   use  in  psy- 
chiatry  (5) 

SERTODAR,       917,507,       by  Biochemie, 

G.m.b.H.,   Vienna,  Austria. 
For  pharmaceutical  preparations  and  veterinary 
preparations  and  substances  (5) 

ENILEVOL,     917,851,     by  Farbenfabriken 

Bayer,    A.G,    Leverkusen,  Germany. 
For  chemical   preparations   for  killing  weeds 
and  destroying  vermin;  insecticides  (5) 

SELECRON,  920,277,  by  CIBA,  Ltd.,  Basle, 

Switzerland. 

For  infants'  and  invalids'  foods  and  dietetic 
foods,  all  in  the  form  of  jam;  all  being  goods 
for  sale  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  for 
export  to  the  Irish  Republic  and  the  Channel 
Islands    (5)    and    for    jams    for   sale   in  the 


United  Kingdom  and  for  export  to  the  Irish 
Republic  and  the  Channel  Islands  (29) 

ENERJAM,   917,855-56,   by  Energen  Foods 

Co.,  Ltd.,  Ashford,  Kent. 
For  infants'  and  invalids'  foods  and  dietetic 
foods,  all  in  the  form  of  jam;  all  being  goods 
for  sale  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  for 
export  to  the  Irish  Republic  and  the  Channel 
Islands  (5)  and  for  jams  and  jellies  for  sale 
in  the  United  Kingdom  and  for  export  to 
the  Irish  Republic  and  the  Channel  Islands  (29) 

ENERGAM,  917,857-58,   by  Energen  Foods 

Co.,  Ltd.,  Ashford,  Kent. 
For  photographic,  cinematographic  and  optical 
instruments    and    apparatus;    and    parts  and 
fittings  (9) 

IKOMATIC,  914,876,  by  Zeiss  Ikon,  A.G., 
Stuttgart,  Germany. 
For  photographic  and  cinematographic  instru- 
ments and  apparatus  and  parts  and  fittings  (9) 
STAR  MAX,  914,916,  by  Mayfair  Photo- 
graphic Suppliers  (London),  Ltd.,  New- 
castle, Staffs. 


COMING  EVENTS 


Items  for  inclusion  under  this  heading  should  be  sent  in  time  to  reach 
the  Editor  not  later  than  first  post  on  Wednesday  of  the  week  of  insertion. 

Lightshow  International,  Olympia,  Lon- 
don, W.14,  January  13-17,  1969. 

Northern  Packaging  Exhibition  (North- 
pack  69),  Queen's  Hall,  Leeds,  September 
9-12,  1969. 

Scottish  Pharmaceutical  Federation/ 
National  Pharmaceutical  Union,  Cally  hotel, 
Gatehouse  of  Fleet,  Kirkcudbrightshire,  at 
2.30  p.m.  on  June  16.  Area  meeting.  Mr. 
E.  J.  Downing  (assistant  secretary,  N.P.U. 
and  secretary  Pharmacy  Assistants  Training 
Board)  on  "Staff  Training  —  Decimalisation 
and  Metrication." 

World  Fair  of  Photography  (Photokina). 
Cologne,  Western  Germany,  September  28  to 
October  6.  The  three  days  September  30  to 
October  2  are  being  reserved  for  trade  visi- 
tors. The  second  international  congress  on 
photography  and  cinematography  is  being 
held  on  October  2-4. 


Tuesday,  June  4 

Edinburgh  Chemists'  Golf  Club,  Royal 
Burgess  golfing  society,  Barnton,  Edinburgh, 
4,  at  9  a.m.  Competition  with  team  from 
Glasgow. 

Mental  Health  Group,  Royal  Society  of 
Health,  Kent  suite,  Eccleston  hotel,  Eccleston 
Square,  London,  S.W.I,  at  7  p.m.  Professor 
T.  C  N.  Gibbens  (Institute  of  Psychiatry, 
London),  on  "Drug  Addiction." 


Wednesday,  June  5 

Bournemouth  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Medical  centre,  Boscombe,  at  1.20  p.m. 
Dr.  Holman  on  "Biological  Variation."  At 
Cornelia  nurses  hostel,  Poole.  Mr.  C.  J. 
Trotman  on  "The  Social  Security  Act,  1966." 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Golfing  Society, 
Worsley  golf  club,  Monton  Green,  Man- 
chester. Medal  competition  for  Kerfoot 
trophy  and  prize. 


Thursday,  June  6 

Birmingham  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
Birmingham  chamber  of  commerce,  Edg- 
baston,  Birmingham,  15,  at  7.45  p.m.  Annual 
meeting. 

HUDDERSF1ELD  BRANCH,  PHARMACEUTICAL 

Society,  Pack  Horse  hotel,  Kirkgate,  Hud- 
dersfield,  at  7.45  p.m.  Speaker:  Mr.  R. 
Denerly  (a  former  inspector  of  the  Society). 

Sunday,  June  9 

South  London  and  Surrey  Pharmacists' 
Golfing  Society,  Blackmoor  golf  club, 
Bordon,  Hants,  at  9.30  a.m.  Prize  Stable- 
ford  competition.  "Go  as  you  please"  in 
afternoon. 

Advance  Information 

American  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
Montreal,  Canada,  May  17-23,  1969.  Annual 
meeting. 

British  Society  for  the  History  of  Phar- 
macy, 17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.I, 
at  6.30  p.m.  on  June  12.  Professor  D.  L. 
Cowen  (chairman,  history  department,  Rutgers 
State  University,  New  Jersey,  U.S.A.)  on 
"Liberty,  Laissez-faire  and  Pharmacy  in  Bri- 
tain." 

Gift  show  Olympia,  Grand  hall,  Olympia, 
London,  W.14,  January  13-17,  1969.  Organ- 
isers: Brintex  Exhibitions,  Ltd.,  3  Clements 
Inn.  Strand,  London,  W.C.2. 

International  Hospital  Medical  Equip- 
ment Exhibition,  Utrecht,  Holland.  March 
18-22,  1969. 

Leicester  and  Leicestershire  Branch,  Phar- 
maceutical Society.  Car  treasure  hunt  de- 
parting from  Welford  Road  car  park,  Leicester 
at  7.30  p.m.  on  June  20.  Refreshments  at  Cock 
Inn,  Arnesby.  Intending  participants  (including 
those  for  refreshment  only)  should  notify  Mrs. 
J.  Butler,  37  Manor  Road  Extension,  Oadby 
(telephone:  Oadby  5117). 


Courses  and  Conferences 

Chelsea  College  of  Science  and  Tech- 
nology, December  30,  1968  to  January  2,  1969. 
Four-day  residential  course  on  "Parameters  of 
Preservatives."  Fee  (including  full  board  and 
accommodation):  £18  10s.  Details  from  the 
Secretary  (Extension  Courses),  Department  of 
Pharmacy,  Chelsea  College  of  Science  and 
Technology,  Manresa  Road,  London,  S.W.3. 

Decimalisation  and  the  Retailer.  A  series 
of  one-day  seminars  is  being  organised  by  the 
Retail  Trades  Education  Council,  56  Russell 
Square,  London,  W.C.I,  in  the  second  half 
of  1968  and  early  1969  at  Kingston-on-Thames 
(July  3);  Manchester,  Leeds,  Birmingham, 
Ipswich,  Bristol  and  Bournemouth.  Fee  £5.20 
(£5  4s.).  Details  from  the  Council's  Training 
Development  Officer. 

Flexible  Packaging  Conference,  Purcell 
room,  Royal  Festival  hall,  London,  S.E.I, 
October  15-17.  Details  from  Conference 
Manager,  Business  Conferences  &  Exhibitions, 
Ltd.,  Mercury  House,  Waterloo  Road,  Lon- 
don, S.E.I. 

Institute  of  Pharmacy  Management,  Train- 
ing Centre,  Research  &  Marketing,  Ltd.,  41 
Duke  Street,  London,  W.l,  October  21-24. 
Course  in  pharmacy  management  (fee:  £31  10s.). 
Registered  students  of  the  Institute  may  obtain 
exemption  from  their  membership  examination 
if  successful  in  passing  a  test  that  will  be  set 
at  the  end  of  the  course.  Details  from  Research 
and  Marketing,  Ltd. 

King's  College,  University  of  London, 
Strand.  London,  W.C.2.  A  one-year  course 
in  powder  technology,  leading  to  the  degree 
of  Master  of  Science  or  to  the  college  post- 
graduate diploma  commences  in  October.  De- 
tails from  the  College  Registrar. 

National  Marketing  Council,  Kensington 
Close  hotel,  London,  W.8,  on  June  12.  Con- 
ference on  "Physical  Distribution — the  Way 
to  the  Market."  Fee  £15  15s.  Details  from 
National  Marketing  Council,  c/o  British  Pro- 
ductivity Council,  Vintry  House,  Queen  Street 
Place,  London,  E.C.4. 
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What  doctors  are  reading  about  developments 
in  drugs  and  treatments 


IMMUNISATION  with  a  single  dose 
of  live  measles  vaccine,  if  practised  on 
a  wide  scale  throughout  Britain,  should 
bring  about  a  striking  diminution  in  the 
incidence  of  the  disease,  according  to 
the  second  report  to  the  Medical  Re- 
search Council  by  the  Measles  Vaccines 
Committee.  The  finding  is  based  on 
results  of  a  trial  so  far  obtained  which 
show  that  substantial  protection  is 
well  maintained  over  a  period  of  almost 
three  years.  The  trial  involved  more 
than  36,000  children  in  the  susceptible 
age  group  of  ten  months  to  two  years. 
One  group  received  a  dose  of  live 
vaccine  alone,  another  live  vaccine 
preceded  by  a  dose  of  inactivated 
(killed)  vaccine,  and  a  third  control 
group  was  not  initially  vaccinated.  The 
results  confirm  that  substantial  protec- 
tion was  given  by  both  vaccine  sche- 
dules, and  that  those  vaccinated  chil- 
dren who  contracted  measles  had  on 
average  a  milder  attack  than  those  who 
had  the  disease  in  the  unvaccinated 
group.  Analyses  for  three  consecutive 
periods  of  nine,  twelve  and  twelve 
months  have  been  made,  the  first  and 
last  corresponding  to  measles  epidemics. 
For  those  periods  the  degrees  of  pro- 
tection based  on  all  confirmed  cases 
were,  respectively,  85  per  cent.,  86  per 
cent,  and  89  per  cent,  for  the  killed/ 
live  vaccine,  and  84  per  cent.,  91  per 
cent,  and  95  per  cent,  for  the  live 
vaccine  alone.  The  corresponding 
figures  based  on  those  children  known 
to  have  been  exposed  to  measles  in 
the  home  were  93  per  cent.,  91  per 
cent,  and  93  per  cent,  for  the  killed/ 
live  vaccine  and  93  per  cent.,  97  per 
cent,  and  98  per  cent,  for  the  live  vac- 
cine alone.  The  greater  protective  effect 
of  the  live  vaccine  alone  during  the  two 
later  periods  was  statistically  significant 
and  use  of  live  vaccine  had  the  advan- 
tage that  only  one  injection  was  re- 


quired. However,  live  vaccine  alone 
may  on  occasion  induce  a  febrile  dis- 
turbance or  a  mild  non-infectious  ill- 
ness and  it  is  thought  desirable  that 
parents  should  be  aware  of  the  possi- 
bility to  avoid  undue  concern  should 
such  reactions  occur  (B.M.J. ,  May  25, 
p.  449).  [The  Central  Health  Service 
Council's  Joint  Committee  on  Vaccina- 
tion and  Immunisation  has  recom- 
mended general  measles  vaccination  for 
susceptible  children  using  live  attenu- 
ated measles  virus  vaccine  only,  and  the 
Health  Departments  have  accepted  the 
recommendation]. 

Lignocaine  infusion  (1  mgm.  per 
minute)  should  be  given  a  clinical  trial 
in  all  patients  with  myocardial  infarc- 
tion, for  it  has  no  marked  haemo- 
dynamic  effects  in  this  dose  and  may 
well  suppress  the  onset  of  potentially 
harmful  ventricular  arrhythmias,  accor- 
ding to  a  worker  at  Queen's  University, 
Belfast.  Other  workers,  at  the  Royal 
Melbourne  Hospital,  Australia,  have 
found  that  100  mgm.  of  lignocaine 
given  intravenously  has  no  significant 
effect  on  cardiac  output,  heart  rate, 
systemic  blood  pressure  and  pulmonary 
artery  pressure,  and  they  consider  the 
drugs  safe  for  use  in  the  management 
of  ventricular  arrhythmias  complicating 
acute  myocardial  infarction  (B.M.J. , 
May  25„  pp.  468  and  470). 

Work  on  the  stability  of  noradrena- 
line in  infusion  solutions  under  tropical 
conditions  is  reported  by  a  worker  at 
the  University  of  Singapore.  Nora- 
drenaline was  found  to  be  stable  in 
dextrose  (5  per  cent.)  and  dextrose  (5 
per  cent,  in  saline)  over  a  four-hour 
drip  period  but  in  physiological  saline 
there  was  considerable  loss  of  activity. 
The  author  suggests  that,  under  tropical 
conditions,  physiological  saline  is  best 
avoided  when  noradrenaline  is  to  be 
given  in  the  solution,  unless  steps  are 
taken  to  modify  the  pn  (found  to  fall 
from  over  7  to  5-7  on  the  addition  of 
4  mgm.  of  noradrenaline  to  540  mils 
of  saline)  (B.M.J. ,  May  25,  p.  490). 

WILLS 

Mr.  W.  S.  Black,  M.P.S.I.,  Mill  Street, 
Monaghan,  Irish  Republic,  left  estate  valued 
at  f 11,024  gross. 


CONTEMPORARY 
THEMES 

Subjects   of   contributions   in   current  medical 
and  technical  publications 

Anti-microbial  drugs  in  animal  feeds.  Nature, 
May  25,  p.  728. 

Chloride.  Potentiometric  determination  of,  in 
infusion  fluid  solutions.  J.  hosp.  Pharm., 
May,  p.  119. 

Idoxoridine.  Preparation  of  an  intravenous  in- 
fusion of.  J.  hosp.  Pharm.,  May,  p.  131. 

Terpin  hydrate  preparations.  Formulations 
in.  J.  Amer.  pharm.  Ass.,  May,  p.  250. 

Vaccination  against  measles;  clinical  trial  of 
live  measles  vaccine  given  alone  and  live 
vaccine  preceded  by  killed  vaccine.  Brit, 
med.  J.,  May  25,  p.  449. 

Oral  contraceptives.  Psychiatric  symptoms 
during  the  post-partum  period  as  related  to 
use  of.  Brit.  med.  J.,  May  25,  p.  453. 

Lignocaine.  Haemodynamic  effects  of,  in  acute 
myocardial  infarction.  Brit.  med.  J.,  May  25, 
p.  468. 

Lignocaine.  Toxic  effects  of,  on  the  circula- 
tion. Brit.  med.  J.,  May  25,  p.  470. 

Calamine  lotion  prepared  with  microcrystalline 
cellulose.  Amer.  J.  hosp.  Pharm.,  April, 
p.  180. 

Prostaglandins;  a  new  hormone  system?  Amer. 
J.  Pharm.,  January,  p.  22. 

Pyrantel  tartrate,  field  trials  in  horses  with. 
Vet.  Rec,  May  25,  p.  586. 

Anthelmintic  frnethyridine]  treatment  for 
Capillaria  feliscati  in  the  cat.  Vet.  Rec., 
May  25,  p.  598. 

Dimethyl  sulfoxide.  The  effect  of,  on  per- 
cutaneous absorption;  a  mechanised  study. 
J.  Soc.  Cos.  Chem.,  March  4,  p.  163. 

Clostridium  tetani  toxin.  Large  scale  pro- 
duction of.  Chem.  Ind.,  May  25,  p.  670. 

NEW  COMPANIES 

P.C.=Private  Company.  R.O.-  Registered  Office. 

ALFERRO,  LTD.  CP.C.).— Capital  £1.000. 
To  carry  on  the  business  of  wholesale  and 
and  dealers  in  perming  lotions,  perfumes, 
chemicals,  drugs,  etc.  Subscribers:  Peter  D. 
Jones  and  Arnold  J.  Allen.  R.O. :  52  Jer- 
myn  Street,  London,  S.W.I. 

F.M.S.  MANUFACTURING,  LTD.  (P.C.). 
— Capital  £100.  To  carry  on  the  business  of 
manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  chemicals, 
etc.  Directors:  John  Mabbot  and  Peter  F. 
Gibbins.  R.O. :  24b  High  Street,  Aylesbury, 
Bucks. 

MULTISOL,  LTD.  (P.O.— Capital  £105. 
To  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturing 
chemists,  etc.  Directors :  Brian  M.  Frazer, 
David  I.  Pepper  and  John  Shaw.  R.O. :  828 
Corn  Exchange  Buildings,  Fenwick  Street, 
Liverpool,  2. 


COMMERCIAL  TELEVISION 

The  information  given  in  the  table  is  of  number  of  appearances  and  total  screen  time  in  seconds.  Thns  7/105  means  that  the  advertiser's  announcement  will,  during  the 
week  covered,  be  screened  seven  times  and  for  a  total  of  105  seconds. 


Period— June  9-15 


PRODUCT 


Anadin  

1/30 

3/67 

3/90 

3/77 

3/90 

2/60 

2/60 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

2/60 

Andrews  liver  salts  ... 

2/30 

1/15 

2/30 

3/90 

3/45 

3/45 

3/45 

3/90 

3/45 

4/60 

3/45 

Anne  French  ... 

1/30 

1/40 

1/40 

Askit  powders 

5/51 

3/29 

2/14 

Bathjoys   

4/120 

2/60 

Bellair  hair  spray 

7/165 

5/120 

4/60 

5/120 

6/150 

Bisodol   

4/28 

4/28 

5/35 

Disprin 

1/15 

1/15 

1/15 

1/15 

1/15 

1/15 

1/15 

1/15 

Farlene 

6/180 

4/120 

Haze  ... 

...  1/30 

1/30 

Immac 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

1/30 

2/60 

1/30 

2/14 

2/60 

Nair 

1/15 

2/45 

2/30 

1/15 

1/15 

1/15 

3/60 

2/45 

Rosedale  hair  sprays 

2/30 

3/45 

3/45 

3/45 

3/45 

3/45 

3/45 

Simpkin's  JuiCees 

3/45 

Steradent 

1/30 

2/60 

Supersoft  hair  spray 

'."  3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

Wright's  coal  tar  soap 

3/45 

2/30 

2/30 

2/30 

2/30 

2/30 

2/30 

2/30 

2/30 

2/30 

2/30 

